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SOME 


OF THE 


LIFE and DEATH 


Of the Reverend 


Mr. JOHN SHOWER, 


Late Miniſter of the Goſpel i in London. 
Wbe teln is inſetted- 
7 Account; of; f his- Travels through 
France, Italy, Germany and lend, by a 
Learned Gentleman tha at wa this Compa 


nion beyond Sen, and hi imate eFriend 
ever ſince. 


Together with his 


FU NERAL-SERMON 


Preach' d at 


OLD: -FURT, July 10. 1715. 
B ByW.TO NG. 


LONDON: 


Pires for Jonn Crars, a the Bible and Crown 
in the Poultrey, near Cheapſide; and EE N. 
SA DGT, Bookſeller, at the Tea-Caniſter ix 
Bartholomew-Cloſe, Clerk to the Congregation. 
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Mr. Bartholomew Shower. 


*, DEAR SIR, 3 z 


. ; : 4? C3 þ 
Won r0 Od, and by your 


dl Siſter, theſe brief Memoirs of the 

= WEEN Life and Death of your excellent 
. Father, together with the Sermon 
preach'd on the Occaſion of his Fu- 


— — n 


eral, Ton have undoubtedly the moſt immediate 
a Kh to them, and therefore it is proper for me 
Fo make uſe of your Name, as an Evidence that 
T have your Conſent in publiſhing them to the 


3? 


World. 
140 not intend hereby, Sir, to make you anſwer- 
Able either for their long Delay, or the many De- 
fete that will nom be found in them, for theſe I 
ee ſelf am to account as well as I can; and I 
.* promiſe my ſelf thoſe Readers who have been 
114 Whemſelves employed in Matters of this Mature, 
ill be my moſt favourable Judges; they know how 
A 2 | | A 2 diffec ' lt 
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4 DEDICATION. 
Heu 4 Thing it ir to tollelt from ſeveral Hand- 
mul diſtant Places, ven ſo fem Materrals as this 

forall Narrative is compoſed of. And my Friends 


. — 
1 — OT” —— — — 
b n . 1 sr 


need not be told how unſit my infirm State of 


* Health this ſevere Winter hath render'd me for 


this or any other part of my Work ; I am ſure, in 
my own Apprenenſions, I was more like to have fi- 
niſbed the Courſe of my own Life, than to have fi- 
n!iſhed the Account of the much more valuable Life 


f Mr. Shower. 


If theſe Things will be any Excuſe for my Delay, 
they will alſo plead in favour of the many Defetts 
of this Performance; when the Organ is ſo much 


out of Tune, bow can jt poſſibly give a meloatous 
Sound? When a Man walls with a heavy Burthen 
upon his Shoulders, it is no wonder if he ſometimes 
Stumbles or takes a falſe Step? As for Negligence 
of Stile, I own, it is become Natural to me; ana 
if I had any great Inclinat ion to the polite way of | 


expreſſing my ſelf, it is now too late for me to 
learn it, | Nn 

I is chiefly from the Subject Matter of theſe 
Memoirs, that I expect their Acceptance and Uſe- 


' fulneſs ; the ſerious Reader (of whatſoever Per- 


ſwaſion) will find ſomething here that will meet 


with his own inward Senſe and Experience, for as 


in Water Face anſwers to Face, ſo doth the Heart 
of May to Man; and | am very well pleaſed to 


think, that thoſe who have a nicer Taſte, will find © 
an apreeable Entertainment provided for them in 
the inſerte Narrative of Mr. Shower's Travels. 
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= The whole is bambly recommended to the Bleſ- 
feng of the Great God, who is able, even by ſuch 
means as:theſe to glorify his own Name, and his 

© free Grace, to confirm the Truth of the Goſpel by 


A Cloud of Witneſſes, many of whom being Dead, 


=.yet-ſprak in behalf of the Reality and Excellence of 


Evangelical Holineſs, and call upon us that ſur- 
vive to be. ſincere, ſtedfaſt ana zealous in our 


ng 
of 
o 


It is with great 8 atisfation that I can ſpeak 


to every One deſcended from Mr. J. Shower, as 


to thoſe that I-know were a great Comfort to him 
# while he lived, and have choſen their Father*s God 
to be their own God; I doubt not but God, even 
* your own God, will give you his Bleſſing. We all 
g rejoyce with you,. that God has ſpared the Lives of 
gour dear Siſter and Brother, who were ſucceſſively 
kebrought ſo near to Death by a late dangerous Fe- 
ver; we rejoxce in your mutual tender Affections 
to one another, and in the good hopes we have, that 
in your Day and Places, gou will all go on to ho- 


= of your good Father and Mother, that the ſame 
+ Faith, Meekneſs, Humility and Wiſdom, that were 
not only in them, but in your more remote An- 
ceſtors, will abide in you alſo, till thereby you ſhall 


le made fully meet to partake of the Inheritance of 


the Saints in Light, 


For my own part, when ] conſider the many emi- 


nent Miniſterial Qualifications that ſo many of 
= my deceas'd Fathers and Brethren were poſſeſs d of, 
5 can meet with nothing that expreſſes more fully 
= + what 


nour your God, to adorn the Name and Memory 


vi DEDICATION: 
what ] feel in my own Soul, than that ſweet and 
ſpiritual Poem of our Divine Herbert, which. is 
called Aaron, and allades to the holy Garments, © 

of the High-Prieft deſcribed in Exod. cap. | 


28. 


will allow me to inſert it for the ſatis, act ion 
of thoſe that may have - ſame Opinion of it with 


my A. 


Holineſs on the Head, | 
Light and Perfection on the Breaſt, 


Harmonlous Bells below raiſi ing the Dead 


To lead them unto Life and Reſt; 
Thus are true Aarons dreſt. 


Profaneneſs in my Head, 
Defects and Darkneſs in my Breaſt, 


A Noiſe of Paſſions ringing me for Dead. 


Unto. a Place where is no reſt ; 
Poor Prieſt thus am I dreſt. 


Only another Head 
1 have, another Heart and Breaſt, 
Another Muſick making live not dead, 


Without whom I could have no reſt ; 


In him I am well dreſt. 


Chriſt is my only Head, 
My alane only Heart and Breaſt, 
My-only Muſick ſtriking me even dead, 
That to the old Man I may reſt, 
And be in him new dreſt. 


So 


F 
; 
- 
1 


So 


gave pon, bow fait 


so boly in my Head, 
perfect and Light, and my dear Breaſt, 
„My Dodrine tun d by Chriſt, who is not dead, 


But lives in me while I do reſt. 
1 Come, People, Aarons dreſt. 


* I am ſenſible this Narrative of your Father's 
Life will be thought too ſhort ana general, and 
I cannot but regret my Loſs and yours, that we 
have not been able to make uſe of that Diary which 
be ſo conſtantly kept for many Tears, (for you 
Brow he choſe to write it in a Character only un- 
Aer ſtood by himſelf) there we might have been ſure 
Fo have found many memorable Tranſactions be- 
tween God and his Soul, as well as Obſervations 
of Providential Conduct, which now muſt remain 


Secret, as it ſeems he deſigned they ſhould be. 


But you and many more are faithful Witneſſes 
of his Family Logs how good an Example he 

Fully and tenderly he dealt with 
gon about your Spiritual State, how deſirous that 


der) Perſon and Thing in his Houſe might be 


Jenitified by the Word and Prayer; and the Ser- 
wants of the Family that lived ſo long with him, and 


when from him, could not be eaſy till they had come 
dio him again, will never forget the pecaliar Ad- 
_  wantages they enjojed ander his Roof ; their great 
Affection for him while living, and the uncommon 
Sorrom they have diſcovered for his Death, ſuf- 
Xfectently ſhew, how well and ſaitable ro his Character 
me walked in bis Houſe with an wpright Heart. 
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vis DEDICATION: 
I ſhall only add, if I could have foreſeen. that 
theſe. (port Memoirs would have fluck ſo long in 
my Hands, I ſhould have been glad the Funeral. 
Sermon had been publiſbed before them, for I would © 
do nothing that might look like any Diſreſpect to 

Mr. Shower, his Family or his Friends, who have © 
Jo juſt à claim to the Service and Gratitade of 1 


SIR, 
Your: moſt affetionate. 


Friend and Servant 


Mr 7⁰¹ HN SHOWER. 
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1 LIFE and DEATH 


8 Ok the * Reverend 


a good Obſervation which 
* late very Ingenious and De- 
vout Gentleman Mr. Nelſon hath 
l made in his Life of Biſhop Bull 

Pa. That the Lives of good 
—— «nd excellent Men require skil- 


4 c ful Pens, and that the Writer ſhould be ani- 
A © mated with a Portion of that Genius that 
4 formed the Perſon whoſe Character he draws 


for the Knowledge and Imitation of Poſte- 

nity.“ 

ArrEx I have menidncd this, it might very 

Vell ys been expected from me, that 1 
B ſhould 


6 „ Fo 
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2 A The Js IFE of þ\ [ £2 
ſhould have altogether. deſiſted from an At- 
tempt of this Nature, having ſo little; Pre. 
tence to {ſuch a Qnalification, and have left 
the Work to ſome of thoſe few that are like- 
minded to Mr, Henn and Mr. Shower, Who 
2 cared for the State of the Souls of , 
Bur the Engagement I had (perhaps too . 
haſtily) laid my fell under * Work of $41 
this Nature, and the importunate Expecta- ho 
tion of many, would not ſuffer me to depart 
from it: And tho' I am very, ſenſible how 
{mall a Portion of that good Spirit that form- 
ed the Soul of Mr. Shower, I am poſſeſſed of; 
yet if by repreſenting. to my felt and others 
that excellent Spirit, I may obtain Favour | 
from God: to be more throughly changed in- 
to it, I am aſſured it will be Time and La- 
bour well ſpent. | + Das s Bl 
Mr. Joun Syower: was born in the City 
of Exceſter, in the Pariſh of St. Merrian or St. 
Petrox, and was baptiz d May 18. A. D. 1657. 
His Parents were Perſons of very good Repu- -- 
tation and great Uſefulneſs... Pri 
\ His Father's Name was William, the Young- 
er Son of a Gentleman in that Country. He 
was put Apprentice to a French Merchant 
in Exceſter, and followed the  ſame-Buline's 
himſelt, with good Succeſs. - He was very e“ 
emplary for his Charity to the Poor, and even 
when he had met with ſome Loſſes himſelf, 
would take the Opportunity to relieve thoſe that 1 
were truly Necelſitous, and would do it with put 
DER, * great i 


= 


M,. Jon N SHOWER. 3 
great Willingneſs, as having put out ſo much. 
5 4 Pag ans Set Fond and 2 the beſt Secuti- 
it ies; which brings to my Mind what I have 
e- heard” many Years ago of a very Religious 
o Senrleman and wealthy Merchant in Derby- 
of ire, that having heard of the Loſs of a Ship 
pear Hul, in which he had Effects to the 
o Palue of 1 50 J. or upwards, he preſently 
of ganed to his Caſh-keeper, and ordered him 
a- Wo diſtribute a Hundred Pounds among fuch 


rt poor Miniſters and NN he directed; 
w Por (ſays he) if it be going 1500 J. at 4 
m- ö FAY time to 'make ſure of ſome Part of 
of; #,-before it be all gone. 


ers His Mother's Name was Dorcas, the Daugh- 
der of Mr. Jobs Anthony, Merchant of the 
in- me Place, eſteemed at that Time one of the 
A. bt Families for Religion and Eſtate in that , 

Preat and wealthy City. This Gentle womai 
as a great Blefling to her Family, very 
St. ricky Pious, and of a moſt excellent Natu- 


* 


- | Temper. | FF | 
Mr. [Joann SHower's Father died in the 
prime of his Days, about the Year 1661. he 
ng- fra Widow and four Sons; they had a 
He Daughter named Hannah, but ſhe died a lit- 
e before the Father. He left a competent 
ſtare for them, and left them with a good 
ex» Mother, who managed all her Concerns with 
ven very great Diſcretion, and much to the Ad- 
(elf, vantage of her Family. 
that HR Eldeſt Son, Mr. William Shower was 
vich put to a Merchant, and is now living near the 
= B 2 Des 
F 


4 EI 


Deviſes in Wiltſhire, but under many Decays 
and Infirmities of Body, as I find in a Let- 7 
ter dated July 27. 1715. ſoon after the Death t 
of our Mr. Shower, written by the Wiſe of 
this his Brother Mr. William Shower, to their 
Nephew here in Town, condoling with the 5; 
Fatherleſs Children their great Loſs, aud kind. 
ly inviting them down into the Country. 
Mr. JoHN SHower Was their ſecond Son; 
he very early diſcovered an Inclination to the 
Miniſtry, and a ſuitable Spirit and Capacity 
for it, and his good Mother was well 
ſed with ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind, and 
gave him all the Encouragement and Advan- 
tages for it, that lay in her Power. 


e 


13 40 to 
Tux third Son was Bartholomew, afterwards br 
Sir Bartholomew whom ſhe bred up a Lawyer; wv 
and how famous he was in that Profeſſion, 
what eminent Poſts he held, and how he ſig - 
naliz d himſelf in Publick Affairs, both at the Wit 
Bar and in Parliament, is too well known to de 


need any farther mention here. 


Tus fourth and youngeſt Son was Phineas, 


who was bound Apprentice to Mr. Harvy, 


a Druggiſt in London, and has been dead ma - 


ny Years. 75 


Ius Spirit of God ſingled out our Mr. Johns 
Shower from the reſt of the Family, to make 
him more- eminently. Uſeful in his Day and 
Place. He had the Honour to be related to 
ſeveral worthy Miniſters in and about Ex- 


"Ty 


Fas! *. > — 


ka. 


Rec 


ter; the ever memorable Mr. Troſſe, that Mir 1 
ror of rich Grace and Mercy, was his Rela . 
25 tion 


* Mr. JohN SHOWER. 5 
tion by Marriage, and they had a great mu- 
>” eval Affection and Eſteem for each other to 
the fat 7-7 © 7 = | Ids 
of H was alſo related to the late eminent- 
ur iy holy, zealous, uſeful Miniſter, Mr. Ben- 
he pnin Ilboper, who died May 1. 1715. after 
d- many ears of extraordinary Diligence, ex- 
emplary Holineſs, and uncommon Succels ; 
an; pe went off the Stage in thoſe Raptures of 
be Joy and Thankfulneſs, as will never be for- 


ity Potteri by thoſe that were the Witneſſes of 
ca- eis 
nd , Mr. Stow had an Uncle an eminent Diſ- 5 


an ſenting Miniſter in Exon, Mr. Downe, who 
5 took great Delight in this his Nephew, and 
rds Wncouraged. him much in his Learning, and 
er; Would frequently propoſe Cafes to him, both 
jon, i Grammar and Divinity, that had Des is 
ſig- Furious and difficult in them, and would preſs 
the Fim (who was ever noted for a Native Mo- 
a to Peſty) to ſpeak his Thoughts about them, 
it expreſſed to his Mother the very great 
—Watisfattion he had in her Son's Capacity, 
ve, ind the great Expectations he had from him, 
A aged Perſon that was very much in 
he Family of Mrs. Shower, well remembers 
hat when he was very young, he was ſo 
rave and ſerious, ſo dutitul to his Mother, 
and nd ſo very diligent, that whenever ſhe look*d 
d to upon him, ſhe thought he was ſurely ſancti- 
ed from his Infancy. 
Hs was very forward in his Learning; I 


6 The LIFBof 
was under the Care of one Bradford, a School - 


cant Hours in the common Diverſions that are 


every where allowed ; he loved Retirement 


and Study from his Childhood, and that his 


very well expected from one of ſo ſagacious, 
ſo thoughtful, and ſo diligent a Temper. 

Tu Fear of God appeated in him very 
eatly ; one that was in his Mother's Family 


obſerved with Pleaſure, and very well re. 


members, that when but a Child, he was con. 


Rant to his ſecret Duties Moming and Even. 


ing; he had his Cloſet, and he loved to be 
much there, and would come from it with 


that ſerious Countenance, as has been ſeldom 
known in one fo young, and was judged by 


all chat obſerved him, as a Sign that he hac 


a more than ordinary Senſe of God impreſs'd 


on his Soul, while he was thus waiting on 
him. One well acquainted with him ſays, 


When he was very young, he was very much 


loved and admired by the beſt Chriſtians, 
and particularly commended as making great 


Conſcience of his Word, and redeeming bb 


Time. 


o 1 
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Progreſs in Learning was ſuch as might be 


Arrrx he had furniſhed himſelf with School 
Learning in his Native City, he was ſent t . 
Taunton in Somerſetſhire, and placed under ti 85 
A 9 | a 


© 
©» 
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Maſter in Exxon, another ſays of Mr. Seon, 
both may be true, all agree that he was mere 
obſerved for his good Capacity ànd great In 
duſtry than any other Youth in the School, 
that he very ſeldom or never ſpent his va- 
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Learning, for w 


Mr. JohN SnoWER. 7 


Inſtruction of the Learned and Reverend Mr. 


Warren, who for many Years, and with great 
Succeſs, kept up a private Academy, as the 


1 Reverend and very Learned Mr. Franckland 
did in the North, of England; and I think 
—Zthoſe two Venerable Men were the firſt that 


run the Riſque ot much Trouble and Perſe- 


*cution, that they might train up a riſing Ge- 


zneration of Miniſters in thoſe Principles and 
Ways which they themſelves had ſuffered 
„as really believing them to be molt agree- 
able to the Word of God. 
By the beſt Conjectures I can make, he en- 
ered upon his Academical Studies at Taunton 
About the Age of Fourteen, ſo well had he 
improved the Morning of his Time; and here 
he went on with the ſame Induſtry, Gravi- 
and Seriouſneſs, very much beloved by his 
Tutor, and eſteemed by his Fellow-Students, 
and made a very good Progreſs in Rational 
ich he had a particular Re- 


ish. 


. Arxxx ſome conſiderable Time ſpent at 


aunton, he removed to London; his good Mo- 
her was willing to have him and his Bro- 


her placed in London, that ſhe might be as 


hear them, and as much with them as ſhe 


could, and accordingly ſhe removed with 
them to Landon, and there ſpent the reſt of 


her Days in Holineſs and Comfort. 


uE by me the Form of a Cove- 
pant; drawn up, with her own Hand, and 
gd and ſealed by her, Jul 23. 1663, it 


B 4 agrees 
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agrees very much with that in the Wereend 2 
Mr. Richard Allen's Vindiciæ Piet atis, tho“ with 45 Þ 
ſome Variation; the Preface to this her Co- 
venant, I take to be the reſult of her own 
Thoughts, and ſhall inſert them in Honour 
to her. Memory, and for the Inſtruction of 

all that read it. It begins thus: t ban | 


A 


4 - 
- - * 1 


Direltions hem to cloſe ſoundh, ſalemnly 2 5 
wingly with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; which 1 
now deſire to do by his Grace afijring. of me. 


ol | Am willing to ſettle the State of my Soul, 
and make ſure and thorough Work in 
_ © Covenanting with God, as a Ground- work 
* of Salvation, and a Buſineſs of unſpeakable 
Moment; and therefore I do  befeech the 
© Lord, through Chriſt, to help me by the A\- 
« fiſtance of his Spirit, without which I can 
do nothing; here I would lay before me 
« theſe Conſiderations 8 
| © x. I wouro think ſeriouſly of my loſt and 
| £ undone Condition by Sin, and my utter In- * 
| ability ever to recover my ſelf, "oF 
2. I coxstDpER how freely God offers to g* 
* me in his Word to be my God in Chriſt, 

© and accept of me if I will turn to him ; 

b and promiſeth that 1 ſhall live and not die. 

3. I coNsiDER how deſperate my Condi- 
tion will be if I turn not, and how happy 
* and bleſſed it will be if I turn to God. j 
| * 4- I consiper what is to be had in ſin- 
ul Hts and what is to be had in the | 4 F 


V 


5 3 ** * + >. rate 


* *<-World; and how little they can do for me 
bs. if T-ihould+ fit down contented with them. 
0 = 
and what Chriſt can and will do for me if 
A accept him on his own Terms, if I can but 


and ſubmit to all his Offices, and run al 
Inconveniences with him. 


Mr. J OHR SHOWER. 9 


ebe content to forego all my Sins for him, 


” 


6. I wourp conſider what the Laws of 
© Chriſt are, how holy, ſtrict, ſpiritual, bind- 
ing me. to Self-denial, and whether I can 


upon Deliberation make Choice of them as 


the Rule of my Life. Now, through Grace 
I can truly ſay I find the prevailing Bent 
of my Heart is for God and Chriſt againſt 
Sin, and therefore now, in the moſt ſolemn 


Manner as if the Lord were vilible by, I 


Faddreſs my ſelf unto Him. 

Tux follows her expreſs Covenant with 
God, in the Cloſe of which ſhe adds; I 
hereby teſtify to God, Angels and Men, my 
L Acceptance of, and Conſent to all the Terms 
of the Covenant of Grace, made with poor 


Sinners in Chriſt, as particularly made with 


eme, and in Teſtification thereof, I do ſet 


4 my Hand and Seal. 


Ii my Cloſet in | 
* Exon, June 23. Dox CAS SHOWER 
Fo n | 1663. : ; 1 ; 


+ | Tris good Gentlewoman and her two Sons 
John and Bartholomew being now at London, the 
Elder was placed at Newington-Green, under 


the Education of that polite and profound 


Scholar, 


w M LIFE 


Scholar, Mr. Morton; here he had a very a-. 
greeable Society and great Ad unde de ch 


according to his wonred Care and Diligence 
he faithfully improved, not cee but 


growing in Grace as well as uſeful Leatn- 


ing; in the Year, 1674-5, the 18th Year of 


with 
ther, ſubſcribed with his own Hand, and ſeal- 
ed with a. double Seal, Which is as follows. 


. Alleni Vindic, bist prima far. 
A9 Solems Covenant with God, ; 
0 Most dreadful. God, for the Paſſion 
of thy Son, I beſeech thee: to accept 

of thy poor Prodigal, now proſtrating him- 
© ſelf at thy Door; I have fallen from thee 


© by mine Iniquity, and am by Nature a 
* Son of Death, and -a Thouſand Fold more 


<* a Child of Hell by my wicked. Practice; 


his Age, he ſolemaly . renewed” his. Covenant 
| 6a after the Example of his good Mo- 


but of thine infinite Grace thou haſt pro- 


© miſed Mercy to me in Chriſt, if I will but 


turn to thee with all mine Heart; there- 


fore on the Call of thy Goſpel I am: now 


come in, and throwing down my Weapons, 
© ſubmit my ſelf to thy Mercy; and becaulc 


thou requireſt, as the Condition of my Peace 


© with thee, that I ſhould put away mine 
Idols and be at Defiance with all thine | 


Enemies, which I acknowledge I have wick | 
* edly ſided with againſt thee, I here from 
the bottom of my Heart renounce 11 11 
27 ks © all, 
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all, covenanting with thee not to allow my 
ch (l ſelf in any known Sin, but conſcientiouſſy to 
ce i uſe all the Means which I know thou haſt 
ut ; preſcribed for the Death and utter Deſtru- 
r, (Con of all my Corruptions; and whereas 
of } * have formerly Inordinately and Idolatrouſſy 
4 jet out my Affections to the World, I do 
ri here reſign my Heart to thee that madeſt 
Aal- "* it, humbly proteſting before thy glorious 
WS. # Majeſty, that it is the firm Reſolution of 
„, my Heart (and that I do unfeignedly deſire 
Grace from thee, that when thou ſhalt call 
me hereunto, I may practiſe this Reſolution) 
1 through thy Aſſiſtance, to forſake all that is 
Ion dear unto me in this World, rather than 
ept g turn from it to the Ways of Sin, and that 
im- J will watch againſt all its Temptations, 
hee whether of Proſperity or Adverſity, leſt they 
> a F ſhould withdraw my Heart from thee, be- 
orc f ſeeching thee alſo to help me againſt the 
ce; Temptations of Satan, by whoſe wicked 
ro- Suggeſtions, I reſolve, by thy Grace, ne- 
but ver to yield my ſelf a Servant unto Sin; 
ere- and becauſe my own Righteouſneſs is but 
ow filthy Rags, I renounce all Confidence 
ons, F therein, and acknowledge that I am of my 
auſe 3 ſelf a hopeleſs, helpleſs undone Creature, 
eace (without Righteouſneſs or Strength; and for 
nine (as much as thou haſt of thy bottomleſs Mer- 
hine cy offer'd moſt graciouſly to me, wretched 
1ck- Sinner, to be again my God through Chriſt, 
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if I would accept of Thee, I call Heaven 


and Earth to witneſs this Day, that I do 
N | | © folemn- 


Is, * Ibe 11 F E of 0 I, 1 5 
©folemnly avouch Thee for the Lord my 
God, and with all poſſible Veneration, bow- 
ing the Neck of my Soul under the Feet 
©of thy moſt ſacred Majeſty, I do here take > 
© Thee, the Lord Jehovah;. Father, Son, ant 
Holy Ghoſt, for my Portion and chief God, 
and do give up my Self, Body and Soul, for 
thy Servant, promiſing and vowing to ſerve 
Thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the 
Days of my Life; and ſince thou haſt ap- 
© pointed the Lord Jeſus, as the only Means 
© of coming unto thee, I do here on the bend- 
©ed Knees of my Soul accept of Him, as the 
* only new and living Way, by which Sin- 
ners may have acceis to Thee, and do here 
© folemnly join my ſelf in a Marriage · Cove- * 
© nant to Him. O bleſſed Jeſus! I come to 95 
© Thee hungry and hardly beſtead, poor, and js 
© wretched; and miſerable, and blind, and na- \ 
+ ked, and a moſt loathſome, polluted Wretch, ; 
© 2 guilty, condemned Maletator, unworthy $ 
© for ever to waſh the Feet of the Servants : 
of my Lord, much more to be ſolemnly 
© married to the King of Glory; but ſith ſuch 7 
p 
. 
0 
« 
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© is thine unparallePd Love, I do here with 
© all my Powers accept Thee, and do take 
© Thee for my Head and Husband, -for Better 
for Worſe, for Richer for Poorer, for al! 
Times and Conditions, to Love, Honour, 
* and Obey Thee before all others, and this 
to the Death; I remember Thee in all th 
Offices, I renounce mine own Worthineſs, 

and avow-'Thee to be the Lord my Righte- 


© ouſneſs ; 


PZ onſneſs;! I renounce mine own' Wiſdom, 

e and take Thee for mine only Guide; I re- 

e ngunce mine own Will, and take thy Word 
for my Law; and ſince thou haſt told me 1 
mut fu 


q $. with Thee, and by 
Prun all Hazards with Thee, verily: ſuppo- 


and 


Li fer (if 1 will reign, I do here cove- 
nant) with Thee to take my Lot as it falls 
thy Grace aſſiſting, to 


ling that neither Life nor Death ſhall part 
between me and Thee; and becauſe thou 
Z /been pleaſed to give me thy holy Laws 


Jas the Rule of my Life, and the Way in 
ZE which I ſhould walk to thy Kingdom, I 


do here willingly put my Neck under thy 


oke, and ſet my Shoulder to thy Burden, 


ſubſeribing to all thy Laws as holy, juſt, and 


3 good, I ſolemnly take them as the Rule of 


my Words, Thoughts, and Actions, promi- 
ing that though my Fleſh contradi& and 
rebel, yet I will endeavour to order my Life 


_. N to thy Direction, not allowing my 
f ſelf in the neglect of any thing I know to 


be my Duty; only becauſe through the Frail- 
110 of my Fleſh 1 am ſubject to many Fail- 
1 


* _ am bold humbly to proteſt, that un- 
a 


* 


owed Miſcarriages ſhall not make void this 


Covenant, for ſo Thou haſt ſaid. _ 
No Almighty God, Searcher of Hearts, 
Thou knoweſt I make this Covenant this 
5 Day without any known Guile or Reſerva- 
tion, - begging that if Thou eſpieſt any Flaw 
„ XX or Falſhood, Thou wouldeſt diſcover it to me 
do ir/aright. Now Glory be to Thee, 


0 


- 


» Alle tHi 


0 God the Father, whom from this Dp 
forward 1 ſhall be bold to look upon as my 
* God and Father, that ever Thou ſhouldeſt 
* find out ſuch a Way for the Recovery of 
* undone Sinners ! Glory be to Thee, O God 
* the Son, who had loved me, and waſhed 3 
© me 1n/ thine own” Blood, and arr now be- 3 
come my Saviour and Redeemer ! Glory be 
to God the Holy Ghoſt, Who by thy Al 
mighty Power haſt turned my Heart from 
Sin to God! O dreadful Jehovah, Father, 
« Son, and Holy Spirit, thou art now become 
© my Covenant God, and I through thine in 
© finite Grace am become thy Covenant Ser- 
© vant, and the Covenant which I have made 
© on Earth, let it be ratified in Heaven! Auen. 


' Newington-Green, 


$22 +2 I Seger 


Jan. 31. 1674-5: 1 eien 


Uxpkx theſe Advantages he went on, and 
his profiting was ſo manifeſt to all, that be- 
fore he was quite Twenty Years old, by the WF 
Encouragement of no leſs a Divine than Dr. 
Manton, as well as his own: Tutor, he was 
encouraged to prepare himſelf” to preach as a 
Candidate for the Miniſtry. * 7 1 MX 
His intimate Friend and Fellow-Labouter, 
Mr. Timothy Rogers, who has lived to ſee ma- 
ny of his Brethren go to Heaven before him, 
and Mr. Shower among the reſt, in a _—_— as 
affeQionate Letter, informs me that the firit 
Sermon Mr. Shower preached, was in the Mect- 

Ng 
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Ing -Houſe of Mr. Thomas Vincent in Hand- Aly, 
7 that it Was in the Year 1677, and from that 
Fent, Pſal. cxix. 30. I haue choſen the Way 
o Truth, Mr. Rogers took Notes of this Ser- 
on; which he has fill by him. Cri lh 
87 HAVE ſeen the very Sermon under Mr. 
ZSBbower's own Hand, but it is ſuch a Mixture 
r Long Hand and Characters, that it is ve- 
difficult to give a juſt Account of it; this 
| eee very plain, Kn 
= TrarT he deſigned hereby to declare the 
lemn Choice that he had made of Divine 
ruth, as the Way in which, by the Grace 
r. God, he reſolved to walk through this 
de World. Lie 301 e 
u. Tnar he choſe the Way of Truth, not 
ly as to his general Converſation, but in 
Courſe of his intended Miniſtry. | 


FTrar by the Way of Truth, he meant 
ee Way which God has preſcribed in the 
ad Friptures of Truth, both for Religious Wor- 
i 15 Faith and Practice, in Oppoſition to all 
he We and erroneous Ways, which have fo ma- 
Dr, and ſuch Multitudes walk in them. 
vas Ap that he did not only conſider the Way 

| Truth, as that by which the Chriſtian Re- 


ion in general is diſtinguiſhed from Paga- 
er, um and Mahometaniſm N 
na. Bur the Way of Reformed Chriſtianity, 

J diſtinguiſhed from all the Antichriſtian Er- 


—Xors and Mixtures of Popery. | 
Ad as he n him more fully 
Diſcourſe with his Friends and Brethren 
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upon. this his firſt Sermon, he had reſpect to 
that further degree of Reformation, which the 
ood old Puritans and the Ejected Miniſters 
o earneſtly pleaded and ſuffered for, and 
which he believed was neceſſary ; and that 
tho” this Way of Nonconformity could not 
recommend it ſelf by ſuch ſecular Honours 
and Advantages as the Way of the Natio- 
nal Eſtabliſhment, yet it was a ſufficieat Rea- 
ſon to determine him for it, that he thought 
it a Way that came nearer to the Scripture, 
the great Rule and Standard of Truth. 

I TRE rather mention this, becauſe there 
have been Reports frequently raiſed both for- 
merly and of late Years, as if Mr. Shower 
was well fattsfied to conform, and ſometimes 
it was given. out that he had actually done 
it; of theſe Reports he took Notice to ſome 
of his Brethren not many Years before he 
died, and aſſured them he had been long fixed 
in his Choice of Nonconformity, and referred to 
this his firſt Sermon, in which he ſaid he had 
an Eye upon that Part of Divine Truth, which 
the Nonconforming Miniſters had pleaded and 
ſuffered for, which though he did not think 
to be of equal Importance with the great Eſ- 
{ential Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, nor 
with thoſe which diſtinguiſh Proteſtants from 
Papiſts, yet he believed it to be Divine Truth, 
and of too great Importance to. be given up 
for the plealing of Men, or ſor the fake of 
any worldly Advantages whatſoever. 
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Taus Mr. Shower ſet out as a Candidate for 
the Miniſtry, and he ſoon began to be taken 
Notice of and very much followed; he had 
lively Affections, a grave and ſerious Behavi- 
our,” great Freedom of Expreſſion, and choſe 
he moſt awful and affecting Subjects; it was 
Iimpoſſible for him to lie concealed in this great 
City, where there were very many of the beſt 
Rank that adhered to the Diſſenting Way 
in that Time of Reſtraint, and ſome of them 
vith much more Affection and Zeal than they 
Wave ſince diſcovered in a long Time of Li- 
I the Year 1678, a Year memorable for 
the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, the Body 
pf Proteſtants in England being juſtly alarm'd 
with the Danger their Civil and Religious Li- 
Perties were expos'd to, laid aſide their Ani- 
moſities againſt one another, and heartily joynꝰd 
againſt the Common Enemy. The Dillenters 
had the Right done them to be owned true 
Friends to their Country, and there appear- 
d a good Diſpoſition to take off the Hard- 
ips they had laboured under ; however their. 
\lemblies began to be more Publick and 
more Numerous, and the wiſeſt and beſt of 
the Eſtabliſhed” Church owned, (as they have 
done more than once on ſuch Occaſions) that 
the Severities they had met with were owing 
o a Popiſh Faction, whoſe Stratagem was 
o attack the Proteſtant Intereſt on that Side, 
here it was | leaſt ſupported by Human 
Strength, that having made a Breach there, 
| CG. they 
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they might the more effectually carry the 
Whole. oF 
AT this Time it was that an Evening. 
Lecture was ſet up in a large Room belong. 
ing to a Coffee-Houſe in Exchange-Alhy; it 
was ſupported and attended by ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable Merchants in London; ſeve- 
ral of them (ſays my Author) have ſince that 
Time filled the moſt eminent Poſts of the 
* City of London. | 75 
Tux Miniſters choſen to preach this Lecture, 
were Mr. John Shower, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Dor. 
rington, and Mr. Thomas Goodwin ; Mr. Lam. 
bert was ſome Time after choſen Paſtor to 
the Congregation in Southwark, belonging t L 
that very holy excellent Miniſter, Mr. Mad. FT 
worth, Mr. Dorrington thought fit to leave the 
Diſſenters and go over to the Church; andi T 
am ſorry to fay, not being ſatisfied to have 
ated according to his own Judgment, be 
purſued his former Friends and Acquaintance 
with a Bitterneſs of Temper which they ne. 
ver deſerved at his Hands; Mr. Thomas Good. tu 
win, a Perſon of great and univerſal Litera- Ce 
ture, and of a molt genteel obliging Temper, ge 
removed to Pinnor, where he kept a private an 
Academy, and lived handſomly and uſefully 
upon his Eſtate for many Years. 1 
Tuxsk Four are all dead, Mr. Shower out- 5 ore 
lived all the reſt; their Preaching in the Le va 
 Qture I have mentioned was very accept 
ble, the Novelty of the Thing brought many 
Hearers, and the good Performances of ti 
| LeQurei 
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the Lecturers 70 a Reputation to it, and God 

was pleaſed to give it the Sanction of his gra- 
ne. ¶ cious Preſence and Bleſſing; many yet alive 
ng- remember it, and ſpeak of it with Pleaſure, 
it how lively and zealous thoſe young Miniſters 


the were in their Work, how ſerious and atten» 
ve- tive the Hearers, and how much Good was 
that done to young People eſpecially ; and in this 
the W good Work none will think I ſhew Diſre- 


ſpect to the reſt of the Miniſters, when I ſay 
ure, that Mr. Shower was in ſome ſuperior degree 
Dor. Acceptable and Uleful. 

am. THz Accounts I have from different Per- 
r to ſons, relating to this Part of Mr. Shower's 
7 Life, do not all exactly agree in Point of 
4. Time; by the beſt Conjectures I can make 
the in collating them, I ſuppoſe it was about this 
nd Time that Mr. Shower, beſides his Turn at 
have the Evening Lecture, was Aſſiſtant to the 
„ be Learned and moſt Ingenious Mr. Vincent Al- 
ance %, and continued with him for ſome conſi- 
ne. derable Time, by which he had the Oppor- 
z004-Frunity of making himſelf known at the 
tera · ¶ Court-end of the Town; his good Senſe and 
aper genteel Temper and Manner, and his modeſt 
ate and diſcreet Behaviour, then recommended 
ulli him to ſome Perſons of very good Quality, 


4 Tris is certain, in the Year 1679, he was 


out ordained ; I ſuppoſe his Ordination was pri- 
Leh vate, for about this Time the Popiſh Intereſt 
opta - ¶ at Court had recovered ſome Strength, and 
man was ſtruggling to turn the Odium of the Plot up- 
f the on the belt Proteſtants in the Kingdom, The 


uren _ Cet- 


was ſo much deſired by them. 
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Certificate given by thoſe that ordained Mr. 
Shower, is drawn up in thoſe cautious and ge- 
neral Terms, as make me conclude they were 
— ſome Apprehenſion of Danger; it runs 
thus: 3 


THESE are to certify whom it may Con- 
tern, that Mr. John Shower of London was 
Ordained Miniſter of the Goſpel in our Preſence, 
and in Teſtimony of it we ſubſcribe our Names 
this 24th of December, 1679. 


RICHARD ADAMS, 
M. SYLVESTER, 

S. SMITH, | 
 RicHARD STRETTON 
O. HuGHEs. 


Wu he had ſpent two or three Years 
more in his. Miniſterial Work in London and 
Weſtminſter, he was deſired by that eminent 
Patriot, Sir Samuel Barnardiſton, to be the Com- 
panion of his Nephew, the late Sir Samuel, 
in his intended Travels ; this he was the 
more inclined to accept of, becauſe the Tem- 
per of the Court and Church was not now ſo 
tavourable to thoſe of his Perſwaſion, and his 
great Honour and Eſteem for that worthy 
Family, determin'd him to comply with what 


I HAVE obtained the Favour from a very 
worthy Gentleman, and true Friend to Mr. 
Shower, who was for ſome part of the Time 

| © Md 
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his Companion Abroad to draw up ſame Ac- 
*count of his Travels; and am glad that I 
© ſhall be able to gratify the more curious Read- 
er with the following Narrative. 


HE Reverend Mr. John Shower, partly 
. to ſatisfy a worthy Curioſity in gain- 
ing a more extenſive View of the World 
by viſiting foreign Countries, and partly to 
comply with the Relations of the late Sir 
Samuel, then Mr. Barnardiſton, who earneſt. 
y intreated him to be a Companion, Aſſiſt- 


ant, and Adviſer to that Gentleman, deter- 
mined to enter upon his Travels. 
« Ix purſuance of this Scheme, he went from 
London in or about the Year 1683, in Compa- 
my with Mr. Barnardiſton before- mentioned, 
3 Nr. Corniſh, Mr. Thomas Goodwin, Son of Dr. 
and 7 Goodwin, embark d for France, and 
\cnt on after ſafely arriv'd at Paris, And after 
1 r. Shower had made his Obſervation on all 
e, Things remarkable and entertaining to Stran- 
the Pers in that populous and magnificent City, 
n ad had ſeen the Palace, the beautiful Gar- 
„ {0 Jens, the curious Water-Works and Canal at 
| his erſailes, he and his Friends, Mr. Corniſh ex- 
:thy epted, continued their Journey to Lyozs, a 
hat air City ſeated on the confluence of the Soane 
# nd the Rhone, and the Center of Commerce 
very nn that ſide of France. He ſtaid not long in 
Mr. ? his pleaſant Place but proceeded to Geneva, 
ime ith Intention to reſide there, till the Heats of 


he Summer were paſt, and the Rains began 
1 to 
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to fall in ſtah, which they commonly do a. \ 
bout the beginning of September, and then his IMF 5 
Reſolution was to viſit that delightful Country. 

Being arriv'd at Geneva, and deſigning tot 
ſpend the reſt of the Summer in that rempe- t 


rate Climate among a People very acceptable Wt © 
to him, he took Lodgings, and with great WM 
Application to his Studies at home, and Ob- f 
ſervations abroad, he improv'd his Know. * 
ledge as a Divine, his Virtues as a Chriſtian, Wt V 
and his Manners as a Gentleman. 80 fine WR © 
and amiable were his Humanity, Condeſcen- i f 
tion and Benevolence, ſo eaſy and courteous WF V 
was his Behaviour, and ſo agreeable his De- ; 


meanour. in making and receiving Addreſles, 
that he gain'd the Love and Eſteem of all, td. 
with whom he convers'd ; particularly he Was 8 
much valued by the Paſtors of the Churches {i 
in that City, among whom was Mr. Jarre. 


tine, one famous for the Eloquence of the Pult. 
pit and his Theological Writings. —_—_ L 

Ir was here that he met with Mr. Richard, WW S 
now Ser Richard Blackmore, who arriv'd ati - 


this City in the latter End of the Spring, 
168 I» He came in Company with Mr. George 1 
Smith. a Gentleman of Nibly in Glouceſterſhire, 
ſince deceas'd, from the Province of Languedo i 


in France, where he had ſpent the Winter, b 
in the ſame View of continuing in this City, 5 
till the Air of Jtraly ſhould become moderate q 
enough to encourage their Journey to that = 
Country. Mr. Shower and this Gentleman 0 


ſoon contracted an Acquaintance, and 1 iþ 
| war 
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wards an intimate Friendſhip, to their mutual 
Satisfaction and Advantage, which continu'd 
without Interruption, Diffidence or Diminu- 
tion, as long as the firſt liv d. They paſs'd 
the Summer with Delight and Improvement 
at Geneva; a Seaſon ſo hot in Ii, that the 
Air is not only fuffocating by reaſon of the 
ſcorching Sun, but likewiſe ſo unwholſome 


and dangerous, that no Traveller can ſleep 


within Thirty Miles of Rome, without great 
Hazard of being ſeiz'd with a malignant and 
fatal Fever: The Reaſon of which, as they 
were inform'd, is, that the Country which 
ia that Compaſs about Rome is ſo diſpeopled, 
that Hands are wanting to cultivate the Land, 
to turn up and till the Fields, lying neglect- 
ed and unlabour'd, as well as undrain'd of 
& ſtagnant and corrupted Waters, engender pu- 
trifactive Ferments and the Seeds of Peſtilen- 
tial Diſeaſes. But in September following, when 
the Autumnal Rains uſe to cool and miti- 
gate the immoderate Heat of that Region, 
& Mr. Shower and his Friends prepared to paſs 
© the Alpes, and make their Way to Turin. 
* Ix the beginning of September they ſet forth 
from Geneva, and took the Road ro Cham- 
Leh, the Capital City of Savoy; thence they 
purſu'd their Journey by the molt practica- 
ble Way, that of Mount Seni, to the Vale of 
PFiedmont, and ſoon arriv'd at Turin. Nor 
did they ſtay long in that agreeable and 
and polite Place, but finding empty Calaſhes 
of Return, that had brought Paſſengers to 
| 4: this 
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this Town from Rome, they laid hold on 


this Convenience, and went forward to 
Florence by the Road that leads to Milan, 
Cremona, Piacenza, Panma, and Bolognia ; be- 
ing come to Florence they quitted their Voi- 
turins, and having made tome Stay to ſce 
what was moſt Remarkable in this beauti- 


ful and ſtately City, and the various Curio- 
ſities, eſpecially the admirable Pictures and 


Statues in the Court of the Great Duke, 


they went by the Way of Fi/a, and the plea- Y 
fant Vale of Piſtoia to Leghorn, intending to 
embark there for Naples, if they ſbould find 


Qua 
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any Engl ſb Veſſel bound thither, that by this . 
Means rhey might fave the Trouble and Ex- 
pence of a long Journey by Land. Accord- 


ing to their Wiſhes there lay in the Road an 
Engliſh Veſſel call'd the Scipio, Captain Dare 
Commander, deſigning to put to Sea in a 


few Days for Naples. They agreed with the 4 3 


Captain for their Paſſage, and waited till he 
was ready to fail, Mr. Shower, during his 
Stay at Leghorn, by his obliging Demeanour 
and agreeable Converſation, made himſelf ve- 
ry acceptable to the Engliſh Factory in that 
Port, who received him and his Companions il 
with all Marks of Reſpect and Civility, one 
of whom, Mr. Ball, a worthy Merchant, is 
ſtill living at Kenſington. A Fortnight be:ng M 
gone, they embark'd on Board Captain Dare's 
Ship, and by a favourable Wind ſoon landed at 
Naples, where the Exgliſh Conſul and Merchants 
entertain'd them with great Expreſſions . of 
Kindneſs and Eſteem, * Mr. 
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n - Mr. SHowrr and his Friends were much 
0 delighted with the Curioſities particular to this 
n, Place, namely the Grott Lucullus, which is a 
e- Road of conſiderable Length, cut with im- 
i- menſe Labour through the bottom of a high 
ce Hill, at a little diſtance from the Town, for 
ti- a ſhorter and more eaſie reciprocal Paſſage ; 
0- ME and the pleaſant Hill Pauſelippo, covered with 
nd Trees of various kinds, and famous for the 
ic, Tomb of Virgil, who, as Tradition reports, 


ca- was buried there. Mr. Shower and his Friends 
to were pleas d with the extenſive and charming 
nd Proſpect which this Eminence affords. Turn- 
his ing their Faces to the South, they ſaw with 
a FE pleaſure the Bay of Naples ſpread beneath, 
rd- *Fand Ships under Sail making to the Port, or 
lan coming from it; beyond the Bay riſes high in 
Dare the Air Mount Veſuvius, vomiting from its 
1 2 hollow Peak Clouds of Smoak and Cynders ; 
the gon the Right-Hand they view'd the Iſles of 
| he Iſcha and Caprea, on the Left the beautiful Cit 

his of Naples, ſtretching _ the Shoar towards 


our this Place; they were inform'd that the Gen- 


ve - tlemen and Ladies, during the hotteſt Seaſons, 
that Wconſtantly in their Pleaſure-Boats paſs hither 
ions from the City in the Evening to breathe the 
one refreſhing Air, as thoſe of London ſpend the 


t, is Evenings in the Ring of Hide-Park. 
eng Mr. Snow RR was no leſs pleag'd to viſit the 
ares 3 Antiquities of Baiæ near this Place, particu- 


5 
2 


2d at larly the Vapour-Baths of the ancient Romans, 
nants and the Fiſh-Ponds of Julius Ceſar. In ano- 
as of ther Place, he was ſurpriz'd with the ſight of 

Mr. | # Lol. 


— — * 


the Place. He was inform'd, that frequent 


before ſo vaſt a heap was raiſed, carried thro' 


Place, and took the direct way to Rowe. Here 


26 Tre LIFE of 


Agipbotars, famous for its Stores of Brimſtone, 
where, as he was amaz'd to obſerve, that when 
he trod on the level Ground that was bare of 
Graſs, it ſhook under his Feet at every Step, 
and if pierc'd with the Point of his Sword, that 
it let forth Smoak and hot Vapours; ſo he 
view'd with Admiration the hot and yellow 
onths of the Vulcanos, that glow'd in the 
ides of the riſing Ground which encompaſſes 


« "W's „ woe” +. © 
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Bellowings under Ground, heaving Earth- 
quakes, and terrible Eruptions of melted Mi- 
nerals happened here; and that not many Yegrs 


8 


the Air, and ſet down at about a Miles di- 
ſtance, that it form'd a new Hill, now called 
Montagna Nuova, Mr. Shower, accompany'd 
by his Fellow-Travellers, was fo curious and 
hardy as to viſit the Top of the famous burn- 
ing Hill Veſavius, whole Head is a tow*ring 
Heap of Cynders, difficult to aſcend. Ap- 
proaching near the wide and ſmoaking Mouth, 
to gratify his Curioſity, he trod on Cakes of 
Sulphur, unform'd Oar, and hot Cynders, and 
heard a terrible Noiſe iſſuing from the Bowes 
of the hollow Mountain. From this Scene of 
Horror he was reliev'd by another of as great 
Pleaſure, when looking Eaſtwards, he had a 
diffuſive view of Campania Felix, the Garden 
of Itah, and beheld a wide and fruitful Plain 
covered with beautiful Cities. | i 

AfrTER about fourteen Days he left this 
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Mr. Shower behaved himſelf with 4 
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cency and Prudence, by declining all Debates 
with the Papiſts, that might have embroiPd 
him in Difficulties, and by taking care not to 
affront the Religion of Rome, with Deriſion 
and Contempt, or by any Publick Action which 
might have moved their Reſentment; and 


therefore he avoided being preſent at their 
= Maſſes, and meeting their ſolemn Proceſſions, 
= to Which he could not pay the Veneration 
which they expected. In the mean time he 
improved his Hours, and made his Travels 
= deneficial, by informing himſelf of the Cu- 
ſtoms, Manners and Diſpoſition of the Inha- 
== bitants, as well as of the Conſtitution of that 
=> Eccleſiaſtical Monarchy, and the Polity of their 
7 wiſe and celebrated Court; at other times he 
—X contemplated with Pleaſure and Improvement 
the numerous inſtructive Antiquities of the 


Place, as well under Ground as above; and at 


other times entertain'd himſelf with viewing 


the ſtately Palaces of the Cardinals and Princes, 


richly furniſh'd, and profuſely adorn'd with 
Pictures and ancient Statues, by the moſt cele- 
= brated Maſters; and ſometimes he amus'd 
= himſelf with viewing their ſtately Domes and 
beautiful Temples, particularly the famous 
Church of St. Peter, rich and magnificent with 
Painting, Gold and Marble, as well as admi- 
rable for their Architecture. He took great 
= delight amidſt theſe exquiſite Curioſities, and 
intended, as his Friends did, to paſs the Win- 
ter in this City. Accordingly they continued 


here 


eat De. 


pany'd with fine Muſick, that look'd like a 
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here till the Carnaval, which was very enter- 
taining; tho*- not fo ſplendid as that at Venice; 
he and his Company, among other Diverſions, 
were invited and admitted Gratis to the Ope- 
ras and other Dramatick Performances in the 
Palace, and at the Expence of Prince Colonna, 
where the Inſtrumental and Vocal Muſick 
were ſuperiour to any that he had heard be- 
fore. He had indeed ſoon diſcern'd, that the 
Italian Maſters had a more delicate and exqui- 
ſite Taſte of Muſick, as well as of Painting, 
Sculpture and Building, than their Neighbour 
Nations, but he never was ſo charm'd with R& 
it as when he went to the Diverſions at that 
Prinee's Houſe ; and it muſt be acknowledg'd 
he was convinc'd, that, to the diſhonour of 
this civiliz?d Proteſtant Country, the Perfor- 
mances of the Stage in 1taly, as well as France, 
appeared cleaner and lefs ſhocking to modeſt 
Ears than thoſe of Great-Britain, 1 
Wil he reſided at Rome, Mr. Shower 
was very diligent in informing himſelf about 
their Doctrines and Worſhip ; and when he 
reflected on the immenſe Treaſure, coſtly Or- 
naments, and pompous Decorations of their 
Churches, on the Eccleſiaſtical Robes of State, 
and Princely Veſtments of the Prieſts, on their 
ludicrous Forms of Devotion, eſpecially on 


the Feſtivals of their Saints, and at Chriſtmas, 8” 


when ſome ſacred Story or other is repreſent- 
ed by waxen Figures on a Theater, accom- 


Dramatick Entertainment or a Spiritual Di- 
wot verſion, 
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© verſion, when, I ſay, he ſaw every where an 


E Affectation of Splendour in external Rites and 
as, ( gaudy Worſhip, he with Reaſon concluded, 
: © That the Simplicity and inward Spirit of 


& Chriſt's Religion was turn'd into an empty 
Show and ſhining Illuſion; and he could not 
but think, that Ceremony with them was be- 
come the Subſtance of Sacred Things, and Pi- 
he ety and Purity of Heart chang'd to a Mecha- 
nical Devotion of the Body. He did not ſee 


* that this Face of Religion look'd with the Air 
dur ot the Apoſtle St. Peter or his Companions - 
ith And when he contemplated their Adoration 
hat Rf Images, their Worſhip paid to Saints, and 


9˙d their numerous real or pretended Reliques, of 


”of hich ſacred Trinkets and venerable Trifles 


or. they have an immenſe Collection; he could 
„ bot but reflect with Wonder and Compaſſi- 
leſt on on ſo general a Deluſion of the People, and 

the ſad Fruits of an ambitious and deſigning 
wer Clergy ; the more he entertain'd theſe Re- 
ections, the more he was confirm'd in his own 
he Religion, and convinc'd of the unreaſonable 
Or. end abſurd Doctrines and Practices of the 
Thurch of Rome. | 


— Nerrnkx he, nor any of his Fellow-Tra- 
heir Lellers, had the Curioſity to kiſs the Pope's 
on lipper ; on the contrary they declined it, as 
„taking it to be too great an Honour to be paid 
o the Pontiff, as a Biſhop, or a Temporal 


Prince, tho? he who then wore the Triple 
g_rown was very Popular, and well-ſpoken 
f by thoſe of the Reform'd Religion; his 
7 . Name 


— — — — I LES 
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Name was Odiſcalchi, called by ſome the Pro- 
teſtant Pope, becauſe he was a hearty Friend to 
the Auſtrian Intereſt, and oppoſed the En- 
croachments and exorbitant Power of France. 
Mr. SuowEx and his Friends deſigned to 
ſtay in Rame till Lent was paſt, and then to 
Travel by Land to Vnice, but thoſe Meaſures 
were broken by an unforeſeen Incident that 
happening about this Time, obliged them to 
leave this City ſooner than they intended. The 
Ineident was this; at this Seaſon of the Lear, 
according to an Anniverfary Cuſtom, the King 
of Spain preſents by his Ambaſſador a fine 
Hackny or Gennet (by thoſe Names they call 
the Horſe to be preſented) to the Pope, as an 
Homage due from him to the Church, or an E 
Acknowledgment of his dependent Tenure of 0 
the Kingdom of Naples: This Solemnity is al- Ft! 
ways perform'd with Splendor and Magnifi- of 
cence, and therefore all Strangers are curious 
to ſee the Ceremony. Mr. Shower and his 
Friends; who had been always cautious to a- 
void Occaſions that might tempt or compel! 
them to kneel at the Maſs, enquired diligent- 
ly whether there would be any Conſecration 8 
of the Hoſt that Day, when the Horſe ſhould 
be iotroduc'd into the Pope's Chappel ; for {0 
it was to be at that Time, the Pontiff being 
indiſpos'd, and not able or willing to receive 
this Homage in St. Peter's Church; all Per- 
ſons inform'd them, that there would be no 
ſuch Thing; Far, ſaid they, it will be Noon be- 
fore the Ceremony begins, and no Conſeerat ion can 
175 be 
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© be performed at that time of the Day, Our Tra- 
© vellers therefore ſatisfied with this Account, 
after they had ſeen the Pomp of the Cavalcade 
paſs by, went by a private way to the Chap- 
pel, and crowded forward to the Rails that 


to iaclos'd the Place before the Altar, where the 
es Pope fate on his Throne, and the Cardinals on 
at their Benches, Soon after the Proceſſion, at 
to leaſt as many as could, enter'd the Chappel 


with the Gennet richly adorn'd, and when 
ſome Parts of the Devotion were perform'd, 
the Pope roſe from his Throne, and ſupported 
by the Spaniſh Ambaſſador on the one Hand, 
and that of France on the other, he went and 
== kneeled before the Altar, when preſently the 
an Hoſt was elevated, and all Perſons called up- 
of "Fon by the Pope's Guards that attended, to pay 
al- their Adoration, which they did, except one 
ifi-⸗P of the Engliſh Travellers, who was ſo deter- 


ous ; min'd and reſolute, that he refus'd to kneel, 
his as looking on that Compliance to be interpre- 
) a- ¶ tative Idolatry ; a little after the Cup was like- 
pcl BY wile elevated, which it ſeems had been con- 


ſecrated, as well as the Bread, early the ſame 
Morning; and a ſecond time the ſame Gentle- 


uld BY man perſiſted in his Obſtinacy, and continued 
r {o in a ſtanding Poſture, not without apprehen- 
:ing i fon, that he ſhould have been ſeiz'd and ill- 
eive us'd by the arm'd Officers. This Action, 
Per- Mr. Shower's Friends concluded muſt have 
; no 8 given great Offence, and could not but be at- 
„le- tended with bad Conſequences, which Qpini- 


on was confirmed the next Day, when a noble 
1 5 Engliſb 
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haviour before mentioned was ſpoken of a- 
mong Perſons of Diſtinction with great Re- 
ſentment, and advis'd his Countryman that 
had ſhewn ſo much Courage, and as he thought 
ſo little Prudence, to quit the Place for his 
Safety. Upon this Conſideration, the Perſon 
that had given the publick Offence reſolv'd 
to leave Roms, and the reſt, not willing to 
divide Company, determined to go likewiſe. 
TE forthwith put their Deſign in execu- 
tion, and travell'd by Land to Loretto, where 
they ſaw with Admiration the immenſe Ri- 
ches of the Place, and the holy Piece of old 


Wall, that the credulous People are made to 9 


Engliſh Lord, then reſiding at Ram, made 
them a Viſit, and aſſured them, that the Be- 


believe, was brought through the Air by two 


Carrier Angels, and ſet down at this Place, g 4 


where now it is enſhrin'd, and worſhipp'd 
with great Devotion. They could not but 


with great ſurprize behold the ineſtimable 


Preſents heap'd upon the Lady of Loretto, by 
the ſuperſtitious Devotion of deluded Princes, 
and People of Quality and Fortune. Mr. 


Shower and his Company went from this cele - 


brated Church to Aucona, and intended to go 
by Land to Venice, but examining what Mo- 
ney they were furniſhed withal, they found, 
that by their haſty departure from Rome, they 
had forgotten to take up ſo much upon their 
Bills of Credit, as would defray their Charges 
by Land to Venice. This obliged them to 
change their Reſolution, and determined them 

6 ? | to 
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o go by Sea, as the ſhorter and leſs expenſive 


a 9 Venice. 


Wenient Town on the Coaſt. They embark'd 
Ine afternoon, and intended to fail near the 


to and till the next day. But at Night when 
Ihe Paſſengers went to Reſt, the Maſter and 
u- Sis Crew fell fo faſt aſleep, that they waken'd 


Pot till the next Morning, and then looking 
ut they found themſelves carry'd to Sea out 
f ſight of all Land. It was with Concern and 
me Conſternation that the Travellers ſaw 
 Wemſelves in an open Veſſel amidſt the Waves 
x," f the Gulph of Venice; and could not but ap- 
drehend, that if a freſh Gale ſhould ſpring up 
om the Shoar, they muſt be expos'd to great 


Hazard in the turbulent Aariatique Sea, or if 


by ey eſcap'd this that they ſhould be in equal 
es, MPanger of falling into the Hands of Dalmatian 
ir. yrates. In this Affright they gave Orders to 


e Boatmen to ſteer ſuch a Courſe as they 
adg'd moſt likely to bring them again within 
roſpect of the Italian Shoar ; and they directs 
right, for after ſome Hours they began to 
Wiicover Land, whither they made with great 
3 Diligence. | | 

Ir was with great Satisſaction, that they 
Pund themſelvesextricated from this Difficulty, 
d Mr. Shower particularly expreſs'd his Thanks 


, * 2 
, 
— 
* 
1 
4 


| 
| 
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ay, Upon which they agreed with the 
aſter of a large, but open Boat, to carry them 


Tauern Deſign was to paſs from Ancona, Ter. 
& 4 Terra, that is, to keep within Sight of the 
is Phoar. and to lodge each Night at ſome con- 
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to Divine Providence for the Diliverance, 
From this time they paſs'd ſafe by the Shoar's 
ſide till they came to Venice. Here Mr, Shower 
was extreamly pleas'd not only with the par- 
ticular Situation of the Town upon many ſmall 
Iſlands cluſtring in the Sea, by which it 15 ſe- 
cur'd from any Attack by Land, but likewiſe 
with the ſtately Domes, magnificent Palaces, 
Boats of Pleaſure and innumerable Gundalos, 
in Which the Inhabitants paſs conſtantly up and 


down their Streets of Water. When he had 


view'd the Auguſt Senate-Houſe adorn'd with 
admirable Paintings by the beſt ancient Maſters, 


the celebrated Church of St. Mark, the Bridge by 


call'd the Rialto, a ſurprizing Peice of Archi. 


tecture conſiſting but of one extenſive Arch, 7 | 
the Port, the Arſenal and other Cutjoſities, e- 
pecially the great Variety of Pictures by Ti» BY 


ret, Titian, Paul Veroneſe, Corregio, © and other Bl 
mu Hands, he left this famous City, and with 

is Fellow-Travellers went to Padua. In this 
Univerſity he ſtaid about a Month. Mr. Sho- 
wer was a great Lover of Learning and a cu - 
rious Collector of Valuable Authors; and by 
great Diligence in the Towns, thro' which he 
paſs'd, frequented and ſearch'd the Bookſellers 


Shops, and purchas'd the Writers that he chief. 4. 
ly eſteem'd: But this Place moſt favour'd his 
Deſign of laying the Foundation of a Library; 


for the Univerſity of Padua, being a Mart 1 


Arts and Sciences, was well ſtor'd with all ſorts iy 
of Authors ancient and Modern, as well Greet BW; 


as Latin, the firſt of which are ſcarce in other 
| Italian 3 


f 
ö 
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rattan Towns, as they are in Spain and Portu- 
al.” After Mr. Shower had well inform'd him - 


sf elf of the Cuſtoms and Manners of this Uni- 
ob verſity of ſuch ancient Reputation, and had 
c 8 fatisfy'd himſelf by the Converſation. of the 
ike S Learned Profeſſors, he with his Friends deter- 


mined to go thro? the Venetian Tertitories, and 
© the Country of the Griſons, into Germany, and 
8 thence down the Rhine to Amſterdam, _ 
Nor about April, 1684, they went from Pa- 


wn and enter'd upon their Journy, intending to 
ers, vilit Prone, Vicenza and Breſcia, in their Way to 
dee , It was in one of theſe Towns that 
18 Vr. Berpardiftos, who was a virtuous Gentle- 
ch. man, but naturally ſubje& to ſome Uneaſineſs 


ef Temper, which was much improved by a 
great degree of the e, and a Valetudinary 
WConſticution, took a Fancy that he was very ill, 
Wand ugcapable of proceeding in the Journy, 
Which was not the firſt Time he had entertain'd 
Wivch Tmaginations. Mr. Shower, who was a 


Y 1 a 7 15 * ; F . . . 
. Pprudent Adviſer and a faithful Friend to this 
by entleman, being well acquainted with his 
** Humour, by his wiſe Management and a skil- 


ful Addreſs, ſometimes by accommodating him- 

elf to his Fancies, and ſometimes by Reaſon- 
ig and earneſt Perſwaſions, often ſet him right, 
ad reduc'd him to a better Temper : But he 


6 7 Wicatce ever had a harder Task than to remove 
_ the melancholy Fir that ſeiz d his Friend in this 
ab Place; but ar laſt, by. long Application, good 


FArgumeats, and importunate Entręaties, he pre- 
al'd with him to ſhake off his Indolence and 
D 2 diſtruſt 
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diſtruſt of his Ability to Travel; which accom- 
pliſ d, they purſued their n to Bergamo 
and being arriv*d at that City, which is {cated 
at the Foot of thoſe Als, over which a diff. 
cult and almoſt impracticable Road leads to 
Coire, the Capital City of the Griſons, a Meſ- 
ſage was ſent to the Hill, to fetch down Oxen 
and Sledges for ſix Perſons, which are conſtant- 
ly kept there, to a ſufficient Number, at the 
Expence of the Government of Venice, and em-; 
ploy*d Gratis to draw Praſſengers up the Moun- 
tain, by which a Communication may be kept 
open between their Territories and the Coun- 
try of the Griſons, by encouraging Travellers 
to paſs that Way; for the Road up the Hill be- 
ing extraordinary narrow, and cover d deep 
with Snow, Horſes are not able, or rather not 
cool and quiet enough, to paſs along, Which 
Oxen by more Strength and Patience can, tho 
ſlowly, yet effectually perform. . "0 
Tukx ſet forth early in the Morning each on 
his Sledge with a Yoke of Oxen: When they had 
aſcended the Hill, not a little terrify?d with the 
decp e wes that lay near their narrow Path, 
_ thro? which they paſs'd, they diſcover d nothing 
but ſpreading Snows, whoſe immenſe and une - 
hauſted Stores continue undifloly'd thro? all ir; 
Ages. The Sun ſhone excceding bright, and 
the Hill is rais'd ſo high, that no Rain ever 
falls upon its Head: No Cloud or Miſts dar- 
ken'd the Air, and nothing was to be ſeen but 
blue Skies and white Lands. The dazliog 
glances of the Sun- beams from the pure Snows 
Were 


- 
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vere ſo ſharp and painful, that one of the Com- 
pany of weaker Eyes than thereſt complain'd that 
che Suffering was too great to be endur'd, and 
© was apprehenſive that it would have been fa- 
tal to him. Mr. Shower and his Company paſs'd 
; over this Plain of about two Miles extent on 


cn Foot, and afterward deſcending the Hill, they 
ot aw in the Air below them a hovering Fog, 
the ſo ir appear'd, but when they came down into 
-M- Fir they found it to be a plentiful Shower of 
un- f 


Rain, which in the Region whence they came, 
Was T have faid, never falls, ſo that during ſome 
Hours they had been above the watry Clouds. 
lers ¶Aſter they had paſs'd this Mountain they 
be- odg'd in à little Vale between the Peaks of 
the Hills, where they were alarm'd in the 
Night by the fall of a vaſt Fragment of a Rock, 
in Incident not uncommon in that Place; and 
Ihe next Day they purſud their Way by ano- 
her of as difficult and ſharp an Aſcent as the 
Pormer, one of theſe they call Mount Splug, 
nd the other St. Mark, | 
Tux Paſſage over theſe Alps was accompa- 
Emy'd with great Labour, and not a little Ter- 
Por, by reaſon of the ſteep and rocky Hills 
ohich the Travellers aſcended, thro? a narrow 
Finding Way, near deep and frightful Preci- 
Pices. This Journey, however, was more de- 
Fable and entertaining to Mr. Shower and his 
Friends than the ſight of the moſt magnificent 
ity in 4). They were here amus' d and 
Eurpriz'd with a curious Obſervation of Na- 
ure's Wonders; a great Variety of towring 
D 3 Peaks, 
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Peaks, and profound Cavities, hanging abrupt 
Rocks, and a conſtant and uniform Souod of 


immenſe Falls of Waters, and the Noiſe of 
interrupted Torrents ruſhing down: the Sides 


” 


of the Hills in rude and unfaſhion'd Channels; 
in ſhort, innumerable Scenes of Terror and De- 
ſolation conſpir'd to form a perfect Wilderneſs. 


But that which entertain d them moſt, was the 
Contemplation of the Origin of Rivers, which 
at the bottom of the Hills are made by the 


confluent Streams of Water, that from the 


melting Treaſures of Snow on the Top, de. 
ſcend in various Rills or Torrents, which are 


collected and joyn'd in the Vallies beneath. 


From the Eaſt Side of thefe high Mountains 
ariſe the Danube and the Rhine, and from the 
oppoſite the Rhone, which, beſides many other 
of leſs Note, owe their Origin to. the Snow |} 
Water that ruſhes down in diſtinct Currents, 
which joyn below and are continually recruited 
with freſh Stores: And becauſe the Snows 8 
diſſolve in greater plenty by intenſe Heat, theſe 
Rivers are in Summer full, and often overflow 
their Banks, while in Winter they are narrow, 
and near to the Hills almoſt dry, their Chan- 
nels being defrauded of their Supplies by melt? 


ing Snows. 
HAvixG paſo'd theſe Alp 


„ Mr. Shower and h 
his Fellow Travellers arrivd at Morbegna, a 0 
fair Town ſeated at the Foot of the Halls in 
the Valteline, which is the firſt conſiderable 
Valley that opens itſelf on this ſide the Moun- 
tains. It is long and narrow and walPd m 0 
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each ſide with Hills of great height, by the 
Waſhings of which the Soil is enrich'd and be- 


of comes very fruitful. This Country is ſubject 
des to the Griſans, and governd by a Poaeſtd or 
Is; civil Magiſtrate appointed by their Authority. 
De. Hence he went to Choire, the capital City of 
s. ¶ that Commonwealth, and thence he paſs'd thro? 
the BZ ſome Parts of Switerland into Germany, and 
ich embark'd on the Rhine for Stratsbarg. | 
the BY - TraT River in this Place, which is fo 
the near its Source, runs down with great Rapi- 
de- dity,-and without rhe help of Sails or Oars, 
are the Boat advanc'd with ſurprizing Swiftneſs. 


ch. After they had ſtay' d long enough at Strats- 
uns burg to ſatisfy theCuriofity of Travellers, that 
the they might paſs down the Rhine to Amſterdam 
her at leiſure, and make what ſtay they pleas'd 
at the great Towns by the Way, they reſolv'd 
not to go in the common Paflage-Boat, but 
to buy One to themſelves; which Project was 
ſoon put in Execution. That done, they en- 
deavoured to hire ſome: Native of the Town 
=X accuſtomed to the Stream, that might ſit in the 
= Veſſel and guide them down the Rhine to 
Manheim in the Lower Palatinate; but the 
Price demanded was ſo exorbitant, and to a- 
== mazement unreaſonable, that Mr. Shower and 

and his Friends reſolv'd they would embark with- 


9+ 


L \ 
: 
7 
"== 
- 
T2 
{4 
I - 
- 
1 
* 
1 
1 
4a 
1 
* 


1 
, 2 out a Guide hir'd at Stratsburg, and take one, 1 
s in as they believ'd they might, for a more mo- l: 
able derate Reward at the next Town or Village | 
bun: they ſhould. ſee on either Side of the River. 1 
| on In theſe Views they one Day departed near 1 
ach D 4 Noon ll 
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Noon from S:ratsburg, being about ſix Gentle. 
men and three Servants, of whom a ſufficient 


Number were able to Row, of which however f. 
there was little Occaſion,” the Rhine at that 3 h 
place running with a ſwift Stream; but to © 
their great Admiration. and Diſappointment, { 
Mr. Shower and his Friends could not diſcover o 
one Town or Village on either Side the River, «| 
but were oblig'd in the Evening, not thinking » 
it ſafe to advance farther. without a Guide, to Q 
fix their Boat and wait the return of Day. = L 
Ex in the Morning Mr. Shower and v 
his Company proceeded on their Voyage, but v 
they had not paſs'd far, before they ſaw the a 
River divide itſelf into two Branches of equal ft 
breadth, which ran different Ways. Here P 


they were much perplex'd, and not being ri 
vers d in the Paſſage, they were at a great g 
loſs which Stream to purſue. It happen dg 
that they gueſd'd right, and came again into u 
the Channel, where the Streams were reunit- - 
ed: A ſecond Time the Tide was ſplit, and ! 
then too they ſucceeded in their Conjecture; c 
but at the third Time they unhappily miſtook, 


and choſe the wrong Current. | Being caught a1 
in this Error, they advanc'd not far before they t! 


perceiv'd the Stream run with great ſwiftneſs tl 
down a rocky declivity amidſt a Wood, where B 
they expected often to periſh by the Bodies t! 
and great Limbs of Trees, that interrupted fi 
the ſwimming of the Boat, which therefore at n 
every Turn was ready to overſet. Aſter they 
had paſs d the Wood in this Fright, they came r 
; + into 
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le. Into a wider Water, and the River flowd 
ot witft leſs Rapidity: And now the Travellers 
er ſeem'd to be deliver'd from their Fears, and 
nat began to be at eaſe, as thinking the bitterneſs 
to of Death was over, when preſently they de- 
nt, ſery d a Stone Bridge over the River with three 
ver or four Arches, and as they approach'd nearer, 
fer, they were convinc'd that their greateſt Danger 
ing was yet to come; for they manifeſtly diſcern'd 
to that the Tilt of the Boat, which was built of 
Deals, had a Roof too high for the Arches, 
and where, by reaſon of a full Current, the Space 
but was too little to ſuffer the Boat to paſs thro), 
the and by Conſequence that it muſt be certainly 
ſtav'd if they were oblig'd to go on to the 
Bridge: Upon this they reſolv'd, if poſſible, to 
row to the Shoar to avoid that imminent Dan- 
ger; twice they us'd their utmoſt Efforts to 
gain their Point, but without Succeſs, bein 
unable to eroſs the Stream, which ran wit 
BY Een Force, that it carry'd off the Boat from 
Fand, notwithſtanding all that the Voyagers 
could do with their Oars to prevent it. 
Br this time they came near the Bridge, 
= and all look'd upon themſelves as loſt, when 
they diſcovered a Gap between two Trees on 
the Banks, where they might thruſt in their 
Boat, if chey could row it up to the Side; and 
ies this being the only Refuge left to ſave them 
from immediate Drowning, they reſolv'd once 
more to exert their whole Strength to reach 
the Shoar in this place. While this was do- 
3 ing, and the Rowers ftrain'd themſelves Ki 
f their 
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their Lives; one of the Company ſtood up- 
on the Keel of the Boat reſolving to leap out 
into the River, if he found the Rowers were 
unable to prevail: They ſtrove with their 
utmoſt Vigour to gain the Land, but the Tide 
again prov d too ſtrong for them, and the Boat 
began to fall back; at which Minute the 
Perſon that ſtood at the Keel finding the 
Veſſel give ground, leap'd with his greateſt 
Force ( the Bank, and at the ſame time 
caſt the Rope of the Boat into the River be- 
fore him; having done this, he found himſelf 
= Ground, and not above the Waſte in 

ater, and immediately catching up the 
Rope of the Boat drew it, by the help of the 
Trees, with the Company fate to Land. 
' As the Travellers were before under the 
Apprehenſions of imminent and unavoidable 
Death, excepting one, who was a good Swim- 
mer, their Joy at their ee e Eſcape 
bore proportion to their Danger. They all 
expreſod their Gratitude to the Divine Being 
for their great Deliverance; but none more 
than Mr. Shower, who upon this Occaſion ac- 
knowledg'd his Thankfulneſs for ſo Gracious 
a Diſpenſation of Providence, in that pious and 
Chriſtian Manner which became his Chara- 
der. The Company immediately ſent for a 
Carpenter to a {mall Village adjoyning, which 
was in the Country of Baden, to take down 
the Tilt or Covering of Deals, which were 
found to be near a foot higher than the Roof 
of the Arch was from the ſurface of the Water. 
"$a Aiter 
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Aſter the Tilt was ſhorten'd, and made capa» 
ble of paſſing thro the Arch of the Bridge, 
they hir d a Guide to conduct them to Manheim, 
reſolving no more to run ſo great àa Hazard as 
before they had done. From Manheim they 
paſod down the Rhine, and viſited all the great 
Towns ſeated on the Banks of that River, till 
they came about Jane or Jah to Amſterdam; 


here the Company parted, the greateſt Num- 
ber embarking for England, while Mr. Shower 
ſtay d in Halland about two Years longer, 


Hex t the N arrative ends, which Mr. Shower*s 
worthy Friend has obliged me with. | 


I am told by one that was long and inti- 
mately acquainted with Mr. Shower, that after 
he had been thus viſiting the Neighbouring Na- 
tions and Churches for almoſt two Years, he 
returned again into England, and was gladly 
readmitted to his Turn at the Lecture in 
Exchange-Ally; and preſently made it to ap- 
pear, that he had not (as too many) purchaſed 
his Improvements in Human Knowledge and 
polite Addreſs, at the dear Expence and Loſs 
of a tender Conſcience and ferious Spirit, but 
ſeemed more raiſed above the World, the more 
he had ſeen of it. 3 
BEroREH he undertook the great and long 
Journey, he had+ choſen to preach a Farewel- 
Sermon of Reſignation, which was afterwards 


printed, from 2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. If T ſhall find fa. 


wear in the Eyes of the Lord, he will bring gee 
| | an 
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and ſbem me both his Ark and his Habitat ion. 
But if he ſay thus, I have no Delight in thee, 
behold here am I, let him do to me as ſeemeth 
good to him. And when he was ſafely return- 
ed, his firſt Sermon in that Evening Lecture a 
was upon the Vanity of the World, from C 
that Text, Eccleſ. i. 8. All Things are full of ta 
Labour, Man cannot utter it; the Eye is not ſa- di 
tisfied with ſeeing, nor the Ear with hearing. Per- 
ſons may pleaſe themſelves before-hand with 
Hopes of being greatly fatisfied when they 
have ſeerr Foreign Courts and Cities, but 
they find themſelves diſappointed ; 'all Things 
are full of Labour, the Mind feels ſome Dif- 
ſatisfaction, not becauſe it would ſee mare, 
but becauſe it has ſeen ſo much, and met 
with fo little worth the Time and Coſt, 3 
Sou of Mr. Shower's Friends have had a ec 
eral Account, that while he was in France 
had the Opportunity of diſcourſing with | 
ſome of the Romiſh Clergy about the Points 
in Difference, which was managed with ſo 
much Diſcretion, Judgment, and good Man- 
ners on his Part, as gained him Applauſe even 
from his Adverſarjes, and was very much to | 


the Satisfaction of his Friends; but the parti- 
cular Place and Circumſtances of this Confe- 0 
rence, I have not been able to get an Account 
of, tho? I have much deſired it. 1 
Maxy remember, that he would often ſpeak 
of his going to hear Sermons of the moſt cele- g 
brated Preachers among the Papiſts, and he ob- n 
ſerved ſome of them had a ſtrange Way 4 ab 
| work- 
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„working up the Paſſions of the Hearers, eſpe- 
cially in their: Diſcourſes upon the Suffer:ngs 
h of Chriſt; and that they might do it the 
1- more effectually, they would, in the midſt of 
e Na very florid Harangue, addreſs themſelves to 
n Chriſt by way of a familiar Dialogue, and 
of take a ſmall Crucifix into their Hands, and 
7. direct their Diſcourſe to it, as to Chriſt him- 
r. ſelf, and that with all the Charms of pathe- 
ch tical Eloquence and Action, till the Imagina- 
tions of the People were all put into a Flame, 
and the whole Audience, by a kind of Me- 
chaniſm diſſolved in Tears; and none more 
= ſo, than thoſe who at other Times were the 
moſt vain and diſſolute of them all. 
= Ix mentioning this, Mr. Shower would take 
Occaſion to lament the want of ſuitable Af- 


Whould not work more powerfully upon the 
Faith of Proteſtants, than theſe vain and ſu- 
perſtitious Inventions of Men do upon the Fan- 
4 poor deluded Papiſts. 

Mr. Snow ER and his Companions happened 
o be in France at that Time when the French 
King began to break through the Edict of 
Vantæ, and other his moſt ſolemn Engage- 


Fears to his Proteſtant Subjects; thoſe flouriſh- 
cele- Ing Churches were then declining apace, moſt 
ob- {@2juſt Incroachments were gradually made up- 
y of n them, and it was manifeſt to them all a vio- 
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46 The LIFE of 
lent Storm was coming. The Miniſters of the 
famous Church of CHarenton "thought it their 
Duty to ſtir up themſelves and their People 
to prepare to meet their God, and iti the Way of 
his Judgments to wait on him; they kept many 
ſolemn Days of Humiliation, Faſting and Prayer, 
and thoſe Days were ſpent in a very extta- 
ordinary Manner; they met early in the Morn- 
ing, and continued till Night, the Numbers 
that attended were vaſtly great, and both Mi- 
niſters and People were under a very uncom- 
mon Impreſſion of godly Sorrow and Fear; on 
one of theſe Occaſions when Mr. Shower was 
preſent, towards the Cloſe of the Day, an e- 
minent Miniſter came up into the Pulpit, and 
in an affectionate Diſcourſe ſet before them 
the Danger the Ark of God was in among 
them, and in very lively mannef deſcribed the 
Excellency of that pure and undefiled Religion 
which they profeſſed and had fo Tong enjoy- IM 
ed, and the dreadful Loſs they ſhould ſuſtain, 
if their Church ſhould be left deſolate, and the 
daily Oblation ceaſe ; the Miniſter's Heart was 
ſo full, that he could proceed no further, there 
were Floods of Tears ſhed throughout the great 
Aſſembly, and an univerſal Outcry ; after a | 
conſiderable Pauſe, the Miniſter reaſſumed the 
awful Subject, but was again interrupted by 
exceſs of Sorrow; upon which he turned his 
Diſcourſe into earneſt Prayer, and with won- 
derful Enlargement and Fervour, wreſtled 
with God for a lengthening out of their Tran- . 
quility, and then bumbly confeſſing the Sins I Py 
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Jof God in whatſoever he ſhould bring upon 
them, and by a very ſolemn Reſignation laid 


of God, and proceeded moſt earneſtly to beg, 
that if God ſaw it meet for his own Honour 
to ſuffer. the Carcaſſes of that Generation to 
fall in, the Wilderneſs, that yet he would re- 
vive his Work in the next, that it might glo- 
Eriouſly. appear to their Children, to which 
: the whole Congregation gave their aſſent by 
a loud Amen. | - 
Tais Account I had from Mr. Shower him- 
ſelf, with many Particulars which I cannot 
Wrecolle&t, and if I miftake not, he told me, 
Wthis was one of the laſt of their publick So- 


Whey feared ſoon came upon them, and thoſe 
Wamous Churches ſtill lie in their Ruins; that 
Generation on whom this great Calamity firſt 
Frame is almoſt worn out, and another is riſen 


Wor them: And as we hope God wil! appoint 
hem a ſet Time and remember them, and 
hat the Number of the Years is drawing 
SWowards its Accompliſhment, it becomes all 
Fran- hat love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sinceri- 
Sins, to join in Prayer with them that God 


0 


1 - would 


= 


of their Churches, acknowledged the Juſtice | 


S themſelves and all their Privileges at the Foot 


Wemnities at Charenton; the Court took Um- 
brage at the Numbers that reſorted thither, 
Wand at the mighty Concern they diſcovered 
Wor their expiring. Religious Liberties; and 
Wurely they had juſt Reaſon for it, the Thing 


Ip, waiting for the return of thoſe earneſt 
Frayers that were ſo many Years ago made 
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„ EF 
would turn away his Anger from his holy 


Mountain, and would cauſe his Face to ſhine 


upon his Sanctuary, which is deſolate for the 
Lord's fake. nm 0 0 
AxoTHER memorable Paſſage which L have 
heard about Mr. Shower's Travels, very well 
deſerves to be recorded; When he and his 
Companions were at Geneva, where the Nar- 
rative tells you they continued for ſome Time, 
and where they contracted an Acquaintance 
with the Reverend and Learned Monſieur 
Turretin the Younger, it appeared to them 
upon their firſt Converſation with that learn- 
ed Divine and the reſt of that City, that 
they had no very favourable Opinion of our 
Nonconformity in Englind, having received 
their Account of the Caſe from thoſe who 
thought they had no better Way leſt them to 
juſtify their own Conformity than to condemn 
our Diſſent ; but after that Mr. Shower, Mr. Good. 
win, and others, had faithfully ſtated the Caſe 
to them, and laid- before them the Terms we 
are obliged to ſubmit to, they declared them- 
ſelves - well ſatisfied, that there was indeed 
but too juſt Cauſe given for our Diſſent, and 
they treated thoſe Miniſters and Gentlemen 
with a very particular Reſpect as long as they 
continued with rhem. 2 xl 
Tusk are all the Remarks I am capable 
of adding to that ingenious Narrative you 


Time 


* 


have already had concerning the Travels of 2 ei 
Mr. Shower; upon the Whole, it is very evi- 
dent, that this his leiſure Time was not loſt 


M.. Jonn SHOWER. 
Time, us it was a providential Advantage of 
ſuch a Nature as few of his Brethren have 
been favoured with, ſo he knew as well as 

| any how to make a right Uſe of it, and that 
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| both as a Gentleman, à Scholar and a Mini- 
ſter; ſo that upon his Return, the People to 
vom he preached; not only enjoyed the Be- 
neſit of his further Labours, but of his paſt 
leiſure Time, and the Obſervations he had 
made while abſent from them. 
Ax from that Time be greatly advanced 
8 in his Uſefulneſs and Acceptation, and went 
forth in the Strength of the Lord, making 
mention of his Righreouſneſs, even of his on- 
. ly; Many 4 comfortable Day (ſays a Friend and 
Companion of his) 1 have had with him in the 
= Worſhip of God after his return from abroad. 
Bor the Court of England at that Lime 
being very much under the Direction and In- 
fluence of the Court of France, gave into Mea- 
ſures? agreeable to theirs; in France the Re- 
formed Churches were to be deſtroy'd ; in Exg- 
land the Dilſenting Proteſtants were to be run 
down and ruined; that they might be no longer 
capable of oppoling the Methods concerted be- 
tween England and France, to eſtabliſh Popery 
and Arbitrary Power. . 
Tux it was that the vileſt of Med were 
gencouraged- to diſturb the Diſſenters in the 
| Worſhip of God, in thoſe Aſſemblies which 
their Enemies thought fit ro reproach with 
the dimigutive Term of Conventicles, by which 
they would have them thought to be liftle 
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and illegal Aſſemblies: As fox their being little, 

every Body muſt needs obſerve that if they 
had been leſs than they were, they would not 
have been fo offenſive; it was their being large 
and numerous, well frequented, and by Per. | 
ſons. of Rank and Reputation, (while the Efta. 
bliſhed Church was thin enough of Hearers) 
it was this that made them ſo obnoxious. | 
AND as to their being illegal, tho“ it was 
ſo far true, that there were Laws in Being a 
gainſt them ſanguinary and ſevere enough, yet] 
the King in his Turn, and the Parliament in 
theirs, had declared againſt putting the Pe. 
nal Laus againſt Diſſenters in Execution; and 
the Houſe of Commons had paſs'd a Reſolu 
tion, That to do ſo was an Encouragement 7, 
to . and theſe Indulgences thus declar - 
ed, they were willing to ſuppoſe were good 
Evidenee, that in what their Aſſemblies Wer] 
ſo unhappy as to interfere with the Laws in h 
Being, the Fault was not ſo much in then 
" in the Laws ſo imprudently made again i 
em. EA fried on oh 31t:5 
Fon ſome Time before a. Popiſh Prince 
aſcended the Throne, and Popiſh Counſels ſo 5 
far prevail'd, that it was not. ſafe for a Di: 
ſenting Miniſter to be ſeen in the Streets off 
London; many of them were throwa - into 
common Goals; their Meetings, which to 
ſome Years they held. by Connivance, wer 
every where ſuppreſs'd; they choſe in ſom 
Places to meet in the Night in ſmall Numbers 
rather than be wholly deſtitute of the Worſhi 
p oi 
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of Goc in that Way of Adminiſtration which 
hey they thought moſt conformable to his Word. 


Tux Civil Liberties of the People of Eng- 


T8: BY tend met with a violent Shock at the fame 
Go Time; ſome of the beſt Blood that ever run 
ta. Þ 


in Exgliſß Veins was then ſpilt as Water up- 
on the Ground; Juries were peck'd, falfe Wits 
neſſes ſuborned, corrupt Judges upon the Bench, 
and Mercenary Lawyers encouraged at the 
Bar, with noiſy Infolence to hunt down the 
et true Friends of the E250 Conſtitution. 

E fo deplorable a State of Affairs, many 
Miniſters, Gentlemen and others, thought fit 
to withdraw from their Native Country; 
ſuch as Mr. How, Mr. Shower, Mr. Nathaniel 
= Taylor, Sir Patience Ward, and that worthy + 
excellent Citizen, Mr. Paprilon, with many o- 
chers; Mr. Papillon's Caſe is very well known, 
BY and the violent Proſecution that he was under 
for aſſerting the Rights and Privileges of the 
Freemen of London, which were fo notoriouſly 
J invaded and violated by the worthleſs Inftru- 
ments of a Popiſh Faction. | 

It leaves a Reproach upon our Nation, which 
will hardly be wiped off, that ſo excellent a 


as Perſon as the Reverend Mr. How, whoſe un- 
ets dg affected Piety, polite and profound Learning, and 
g 2 moſt ſweet, ingenious and genteel Temper, en- 


eitled him to the high Eſteem of tlie greateſt 
and beſt Men in the Land, of all Perſwaſions, 
chat ſuch a One at that Time could not have 
We fafe and quiet Habitation in his Native 
Country. 


E 2 THESE 
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Tress. worthy Perſons retired to Holland ; 
Mr. How choſe to reſide at Utrecht, | whither 
ſeveral young Gentlemen and Students repaired 
to him, and had the Advantage of his Con- 
verſation and Inſtructions, which ſome of them 
remember with thankfulneſs to God, and wall 
do to their dying Day. 

Tur States of Ho'land, our beſt N eighbours 
and Friends in the Timesof our Diſtreſs, ſhew- 
ed a very particular Reſpect to theſe. Engliſh 
Refugees, and gave them that double Honour 
which they knew to be due tg them. 

Mr. Suow Ex lived at Utrecht for ſome time, 
and then removed to Rotterdam, where he 
continued upwards of three Years; he there 
found thoſe Reverend and very Learned Mi- 
niſters, Mr. Joſeph Hill and Mr. John Spademan, 
Paſtors to the Enelih Church in that TAY here 
Mr. Shower and Mr. Spademan contracted a very 
intimate Acquaintance and entire Friendſhip, 
which never ceaſed to. their dying Day ; Mr. 
Shower was choſen F vening LAS. to the Eng- 
4% Church at Rotterdam, and had great Re- 
putation and Succeſs among them. 

Ir was not long beſore he came to Rotter- 
dam God provided a ſuitable Yoke-fellow for 
him, Mrs. EL2aveth Falkener, Neice to Mr. 
Papillon, in whoſe Family ſhe then was, a 
very agreeable Companion. to them, and a | 
voluntary Sharer With them in all the Incon- 
veniences of their Exile, The Character gi- 
ven her by worthy _ Mr. Spade man, one chat | 
that knew not how to give flattering Titles, | 
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is ſufficient to ſhew how happy Mr. Shower 
was in that Relation; they were married at 
Urrethr, Sept. 24. 1687. they lived together not 
fullfoor Years, in which Time they had three 
Children, Ann the Eldeſt, born at Rotterdam, 


and very happily married to Mr. 7. Warner; 
the ſecond a Son born at London, and died 
Within the Month, baptized John by Mr. 
Ss Nath. Taylor ; the third a Daughter, named 
8 Hannah, baptized by Mr. Spademan, the Mo- 
ther and Child both died in leſs than a Months 
Time.. | 
Tur Providence of God opened a new and 
a wonderful Scene in England, which had a 
great Influence upon all the Affairs of Europe; 
the Popiſh Prince then on the Throne being 
puſped on by the Jeſuits, and encouraged by 


Adile in the North, thought it time to ad- 
© vance” more openly and with greater Spirit in 
the long concerted Delign of changing our 


narchy, and Re-eſtabliſhing Popery upon the 
Ruins of the Reformation. 

Tux large and bold Steps that Prince took 
Ito accompliſh his Deſign, juſtly alarm'd the 
whole Body of Proteſtants in the Nation, 
ho now {ſeemed entirely to have laid aſide 
their little Party Quarrels, and united them- 
ſelves firmly, and exerted themſelves vigo- 
grouſly in Defence of all that was dear to 
them. E 3 Tas 


lived to be a great Comfort to her Father, 


his Succeſs againſt the Duke of Monmouth and 
and his Party in the Weſt, and the Duke of 


excellent Conſtitution into an Unlimited Mo- 
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Tux High Party ſeem'd to be at length 
convinced that they had been very much mi- 
ſtaken in their Politicks, and enſnared by Pa- 
piſts to give jnto dangerous and deſtructive 
Meaſures, and their Zeal to retrieve the Af. 
fairs of the Nation made every Body wil- 
ling to forget their former ill Conduct, not 
ſuſpecting that ever they could have been ca- 
pable of relapſing into it again. 
+ Tux Cries of a ſinking Nation prevailed 
with the Prince of Orange to attempt their 
Reſcue, which by the ſignal Bleſſings of God 
he effected in a little Time, in a Manner fo 
eaſy and gentle, as was Matter of Wonder 
to us all. _ i 202. 
SEVERAL of the Engliſh Exiles returned with 
him, and the reſt ſtay not long after him. Some 
indeed of the Diſſenting Miniſters had taken 
the Opportunity which King James's Decla- 
ration for Liberty of Conſcience had given them, 
and returned to their Places and People be- 
fore the Revolution. me 15 
Mr. Snow continued in Holland the 
longeſt of them; it was above two Years after 
the Revolution, before he left Rotterdam, and 
he did it in Complyance with an Invitation he 
had from the excellent Mr. How, and the Peo- 
ple that attended his Miniftry, pxp. 
I 5HyArLL give you an Account drawn up 
by Mr. Shower himſelf, of that Invitation and 
the Conſequences of it, which is as follows. 
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Reagons of my Reſolution to leave Rotterdam 


upon the Call of Mr. How's People at London, 
Jan. 19. 1690. 


c TTPON the Removal of Mr. Williams, 
ho was wont to preach to Mr. How's 


people in the Afternoon, one or more of the 
Members of that Congregation wrote to me, 


that if I were not reſolved to ſpend all my 
Pays out of England, that People (who had de- 


| © fired my coming among em a Year and a half 
before, but being ſo lately ſettled here by the 
Countenance of the Magiſtrates, Irefus d) were 
like tochuſe me again. I replied to this Effect, 
That nom there was Liberty granted to Diſſenters 
© by Law, and I had been near three Tears at Rot- 


© terdam, ſhould not be unwillinz upon 4 Call of 


* © ſuchia People to remove, My own and Wife's 
Relations very earneſtly deſiring our living 
among em, and ſeveral of the many Ac- 
S © quaintance I have at London (having for- 
© merly preach'd above fix Years in the Ci- 
# © ty) often preſſing my Return. THY 

Deo this they chuſe me; and after Mr. 
© How and Mr. Taylor had acquainted me 
© with it, and others, I went-over to preach 
among em, and diſcourſe my Friends before 
I came to a Reſolution; having preach'd four 
or five times, I declared my Acceptance of 


their Call, and -promis'd upon my return 


_ « to Holland, to haſten the Removal of my 
8 © Family with what convenient ſpeed I might. 
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Ihe Acceptance I found among them, as ap- 
pears ſince, and their unan mous Choice and 
Deſire of my coming, gave me full Satibfa. 
*£tion that I ought to return; and with that 
KReſolution I left them. 

III pleaſed God to give me a ſpecdy [Paſſage WM * 
back to Rotterdam as Thad to London Withe WM © 


in few Days after, by the Death of Mr. 1 
Haage at Amſlerdam, a Miniſter” was want- WM * 
ed there; ſeveral wrote to me, whether 1 
were not capable of accepting a Call to a 
©, Paſtoral Charge, as ſuppoling I was to have 
none at London, & c. I wrote: back, that 11 
might leave Mr. How's People for a Paſtoral WM © 
Charge, as Mr. Milliams before me did; but 
Was altogether adverſe to come to Amſter- © 
Adam, and mentioned many Reaſons; and not 
long after, in Conſideration of the Collegue 0 
* there, and the greater Auditory at London, * 
or here then at Amſlerdam, did poſitively de- WM © 
+ clare, if they choſe me, ſhould not accept 
it, and therefore wiſh'd 'em not to let my 
Name be further mentioned, Gc. for 1 
5 would tarry here, if I removed not to Lo 
don, rather than come to them; tho' the 
Maintenance there was larger. 5 
+ Tas - Magiſtrates of Rotterdam, in Di- * 

. courſe with ſome Engliſh Merchants and o 
thers, encourag'd em to requeſt to make me 

a third "Miniſter here, if a Paſtoral Charge 


would detain me: M hen it was made knoun ' + 
to me, I had little againſt it, but rather liłd Wl ''* 
it, ag having a real Affection and Gratitude * 
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to this People, who have been ſo kind to 


me, and ſo diligently attended my Mini- 


© ftiry” for three ears; and under the Ap- 
prehenſion I had of my Work at London, 
I could not judge otherwiſe but that a Pa- 
ſtoral Charge might alter my Reſolution of 
removing, (and had it been offer'd before I 


went over, very probably might have kept 


me here.) 2 an 

IrExUpON declared my willingneſs they 
* ſhould! go forward with that Requeſt, pro- 
vided my Landon Friends could be fatisfied, 
* and that I ſhould need their Aſſiſtance in 
order to it, which was promiſed. © The next 
Morning I acquainted Captain Vanterlaune, 
that I judg'd it moſt reaſonable that Mr. 
+ How and his People ſhould: firſt be wrote 
© to, before the Requeſt was tranſlated or ſub- 
« ſcribed; and what I perceiv'd and heard of 


ſome of the Exgliſb Merchants with reſpec” 


to this Affair, did much influence it. I wrote 
to Mr. How the plain Matter of Fact, and 
deſired his Thoughts and Counſel, and of- 
fer'd Mr. Sprint to write under my Letter 
that Evening, or deſired he would by next 
© Poſt, which he did, and mentioned what I con- 


ſented to in the Conſiſtory: He alſo deſired 


Mr. Hill to write to Dr. Sampſon, one of 


the principal Members, his Acquaintance, 


but he did not think fit to do ſo. 


Mr. How anſwers thoſe Letters with 
that which ſatisfied me I ought to remove 
from hence to London; he ſays, That my Call 
7 | | © was 


RR i nar 


. 
: 
: 
Le 
——— 


— — — —⅜ 
- . 


58 De LIFE ff 
c was: ta Toynt-Wark: with. him in the Labours 
© of the Goſpel ; that he told my, Eleftors he would 
© offiſ me as well as 1 him, we. would never. diſ- 
A agree about ſparing the Work, bat.;ſtadioufly 4. 
© woided the Name of A Lecturer or, Aſſiſtant. 
© This. of my joyning with, Mr. Lion in the 
: WAR of a Paſtor doth alter the Caſe, and 
© had I ſo apprehended it when I came back 
* from Landon, ſhould not have permitted any 
Offer or Attempt for my Stay in Holland 
© to have gone ſo far. Conſidering (Perſons 
© will therefore I hope excuſe me. 
But the great Queſtion into which all the 
other muſt reſolve is, In what Place I may 
8 be moſt Uſeful? „ e nene V4 £19 
Mr. How urges for London, that the con- 
© ſtant Auditory is double there to what it is 


at Rotterdam, and many Occaſions will offer ; 


of preaching to larger Auditories, and to a 
great Variety of People in other Congrega- 
tions of the City, beſides Excurſions now 
and then into the Country, where are no 
© fixed Preachers. b Fine; 

© Hz adds farther, That my coming for 
England now hath a Tendency to greater Ser- 
© viceableneſs hereafter, if God ſpare me, where- 
© as by accepting a Paſtoral Charge here, | 
© ſhould cut my ſelf of from any ſuch Things, 
and ſhall be confin'd for the reſt of my Life 
to an Handful in a Foreign Country, where 
are two others already. So that, he faith, 
Jam obliged by a former Obligation to 
© Chriſt to come to London, as being devoted 

. to 


- 
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Therefore, ſaith he, break o 
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c to his Service, and bound to be where I 
© may moſt ſerve his Intereſt; my Promiſe to 
© that People was a fupervening Obligation to 
hat I was under before unto Chriſt our 
common Lord; it only binds as ſuccedaneous 
© to that, and ſuitable to it: I only promiſed 
them that which was my Duty before, &c. 
farther Par- 
© hes, and haſten to your Charge, where you 
Hare greatly needed and earneſtly deſired. 

Upon this Lettet, ſeriouſly conſidering the 
Contents of it, I am clear in my own 


Thoughts, that I ought to go, and my Bro- 
ther Spademan is of the ſame Mind, and o- 
thers to whom that Letter hath been com- 
municated. 


BEIN come to a Reſolution about my 


Removal, as to Matter of Conſcience, (ha- 
ving been far from determining haſtily, or 
[© wit 
ing for it,) there are many Things might 


t ſeeking to God for Counſel, or wait- 


be added to confirm me in this Choice. 
Nor only is it my Native Country I re- 
© move to, and among my Relations, but at 
London I preach'd conſtantly for above fix 
* Years, and I hope to the ſpiritual Good of 


© ſeveral young Perſons, Who are now Ma- 


*ſters of Families, and will rejoice to hear 
me again, and I may hope to be ſervice- 
* able to ſuch, rather than others. On the 
contrary here at Rotterdam, many have been 
ſo offended at my laſt Voyage to England, 
and more fince by my Intentions to * 

© 81 that 
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that tlie e with Prej " if J 
ſhould ſtay, and get leſs Good etinil otherwiſe; 

and ſeveral would think the Addition of 4 0r 
© 5 Hundred above the Settlement of the other 
© Exzlifb' Miniſters ſo great and wonderful a 
4 lg, and have talk d of it in ſueh Terms, 
as make me think ſome Prejudice againſt 
© me, as Covetous and Worldiy, and might 
© leſſen the Succeſs of my Miniſtty here as to 
© ſome; neither is it certain how well both 
my Collegues might be able 0 "__ it, 
© ſhould it come to be a real Caſe. 
I aur mention the — of the 
_ © Converſe and Preaching” that is at Lonaon, 
for my own” Improvement and «Proficiency 
© in holy Knowledge and Uſefulneſs ; the 
© Advantages alſo for the Education of m/ 
Children, if God ſhould furcher increaſe my 
© Family; 

I MIA r urge the lwokinicx 2 Cbn- 
© cerns in the Country, both of my on and 
© Wife's, which are now neglected to our Pre- 

© judice very conſiderably. i 
- © Anp that tis the Opinion of my moſt 
* approved and faithful Friends in England, if! 
came not now, am never Uke to come 
5 c at all. 1 

TAT dhe more rational and Wiiſidering 
* Perſons of the Exgliſs here, will not at all be 
diſobliged by my Removal; the Number 
of Families and Perſons is but ſmall to that 
« of thoſe at London, Which ſhould Wund 


6 by ſtaying here. 14 
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Laſth, TraT which ſways much with 
me, the Judgment of ſo judicious and holy 
4% Perſons: as Mr. How, that my Duty is 
plain and indiſpenſable to come; and that 
be and others there have in publick and 
private put up many a Prayer to God, be- 


ore I was choſen and ſince, with reſpect 
to my coming among em. To which I 


have joyn'd my own for Direction, and 
now do for a Blefling on my deſigned Re- 


move, and on the People I leave here; hop- 


© ing God will ſend another in my room, 


whom he will own and bleſs, or double 
his Spirit on thoſe my Brethren in the Mi- 


niſtry who ſhall continue. Amen. 


Mr. Snowkx being now returned to his 


Native Country, and joyn'd with one of the 
greateſt Men for Learning, Gifts and Graces 
that our Age has known, and in a Congrega- 
tion of the moſt exemplary and judicious Chri- 
ſtians, met with very great Reſpect and En- 
couragement, and yet he continued not above 
a Year in that Relation; his Preaching was fo 


acceptable in London, and drew ſo many Hear- 


ers, that ſome of his Friends thought two ſuch 
Miniſters as Mr. How and Mr. Shower (tho? 
their Tallents were of a different Kind) were 
too much to fall ro the Share of one People. 


Ax there being a Neighbouring Congre- 
gation now at a Loſs, their Miniſter Mr. Sam. 


Borſett being under great Indiſpoſition, and 
incapable of going on with his Work, they 
= 1 agreed 
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agreed to invite Mr. Sbhomer to take upon him 
the Paſtoral: Charge over them; this Congre 
gation was gathered by that holy humble Mi, 
niſter, Mr. Edmund Calamy the Lounger, and 
conſiſted of grave and experienced Chriſtians; 
tho? it Was not very numerous, they right! 
judged, that if they could obtain fo popular 
and profitable a Miniſter as Mr. Shower, they 
ſhould by the Bleſſing of God be both edified 
n 2 04  Hov 

Tuis Iavitation coſt Mr. Shower ſome 'Trou: 
ble and many Thoughts of Heart; Mr. Hon 
Was loath to part with him, and the Ho. 
nour he had for Mr. How, made it very dil. 
ficult to him to do any thing that would grieve | 
him. Thoſe of the Congregation that had been 
ſo earneſt and induſtrious to gain him from Rot:. 
ter dam, took it unkindly that he ſhould enter. ee 
tain any Thoughts of leaving them, eſpecial. Nh 
ly fo ſoon after he was come among them. niet 
In a Word, their Affection for him and his Mi- {ot 1 
niſtry grew in ſome of them a little paſſionate N Ver. 
under the Apprehenſions of loſing him, as it Zen 


generally does in Caſes of that Nature. 1 


HowE VER, Mr. Shower was fatisfied that it Hor 
was his Duty to accept this Call, in which {Wire 
it is meet we ſhould think he was determined fell. 
by the Proſpect he had of upholding and build- hon 
ing up a Conꝑregation that laboured under ſome 
Diſadvantages; he accepted their Call, on the . th 
8th of May, 1691. and preached at their Meet- *\C 
Houle in Currier's Hall the Lord's Day follows © le 


ing. | 
JEET Tas) 
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aim + Trey were not- diſappointed in the Hopes 
re: they had of a growing Auditory,” and the Va- 
Mi, cancy at Mr. ' How's was very well filled by 
and Mr. Thomas Reynolds, then a young Man and 
ns: N newly come from Holland, Who after ſome 
ty Years, was by a Call of the like Nature pre- 
ala; vailed with to take the Paſtoral Care of a 
hey Congregation that had been under the Mi- 
fed N niſtry of the Reverend. Mr. Thomas Kentiſh ; 
and how much to the Publick Benefit as 
rou: well as their own, I need not fay ; it is well 
Hos known in the City and Country. 

Ho. Mr. 'SHowtr's Congregation was in a lit- 
dif: de Time ſo much encreaſed, that the Place 
jieve was too freight for them; they ſoon quit- 
cen ted Carrier s- Hall, and removed to a much 
more capacious and convenient Place in Jewix- 
reet, Where they continued ſeveral Years, in 
which Time he paſſed through a great Va- 
em, riety of Providential Events, and in the midſt 


Mi. Wot them all, went on with his Work in a 


nate {very zealous lively manner, with great Dili- 
i; MWgence and remarkable Succeſs. 
Taz firſt Year of his Miniſtry with Mr. 


at it M Borfeti's People, he was bereaved of the De- 
hich Mie of his Eyes, a ſuitable affectionate Voke- 
ined fellow, of whom Mr. Spademaz has made very 
uild- N honourable mention in a Sermon preached: on 


that ſorrow ful Occaſion. * He takes Notice of 

that holy Wiſdom which did ſhine in her 

Conduct, and which ſhe diſcovered both in 

* leaving her Native Land, to enjoy the Ad- 

© vantages of living in a Religious WN 
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agreed to invite Mr. Shower to take upon him 
the Paſtoral. Charge over them this Congre 
gation was gathered by that holy humble Nl. 
niſter, Mr. Edwazd Calamy the Lounger, and 
conſiſted of grave and experienced Chriſtians ; 
tho it was not very numerous, they rightly 
judged, that if they could obtain ſo popular 
and profitable a Miniſter as Mr. Shower, they 
ſhould by the Bleſſing of God be both edified 
and multiplied. ths l OO ROW 1 
Tuis Iavitation coft Mr, Shower ſome 'Trou: 
ble and many Thoughts of Heart; Mr. Hon 
Was loath to part with him, and the Ho. 
nour he had for Mr. Hom, made it very dil. 
ficult to him to do any thing that would grieve 
him. Thoſe of the Congregation that had been 
ſo earneſt and induſtrious to gain him from Rot 
terdam, took it unkindly that he ſhould enter. 
tain any Thoughts of leaving them, eſpecial. 
ly ſo ſoon aſter he was come among them. 
In a Word, their Affection for him and his Mi- 
niſtry grew in ſome of them a little paſſionate 
under the Apprehenſions of loſing him, as it 
generally does in Caſes of that Nature. 
HowEVER, Mr. Shower was. ſatisfied that it 
was his Duty to accept this Call, in which 
it is meet we ſhould think he was determined 


by the Proſpect he had of upholding and build- 


ing up a Congregation that laboured under ſome 
Diſadvantages; he accepted their Call, on the 
8th of May, 1691. and preached at their Meet- 
Houſe in Currier's Hall the Lord's Day follows 


ing. | 
EST} Trey 


Mr. Jo nN SUOWER. 63 
Tux were not diſappointed in the Hopes 
they had of a growing Auditory, and the Va- 
cancy.'at Mr. Hom's was very well filled by 
Mr. Thomas Reynolds, tlien a young Man and 
newly come from Holland, who after ſome 
Years, was by a Call of the like Nature pre- 
vailed with to take the Paſtoral Care of a 
Congregation that had been under the Mi- 
niſtry of the Reverend. Mr. Thomas Kentiſh ; 
and how much to the Publick Benefit as 
well as their own, I need not ſay; it is well 


known in the City and Country. 


Mr. 'SHower's Congregation was in a lit- 
tle Time ſo much encreaſed, that the Place 
was too ſtreight for them; they ſoon quit- 
ted Currier s- Hall, and removed to a much 
more capacious and convenient Place in Jewiz- 
ſtreet, where they continued ſeveral Years, in 
which Time he paſſed through a great Va- 
riety of Providential Events, and in the midſt 


of them all, went on with his Work in a 


very zealous lively manner, with great Dili- 
gence and remarkable Succels. 

Tak firſt Year of his Miniſtry with Mr. 
Borfett*s People, he was bereaved of the De- 
ſire of his Eyes, a ſuitable affectionate Yoke- 
fellow, of whom Mr. Spademan has made very 


| honourable mention in a Sermon preached on 


that ſorrow ful Occaſion. © He takes Notice of 
that holy Wiſdom which did ſhine in her 
* Conduct, and which ſhe diſcovered both in 
* leaving her Native Land, to enjoy the Ad- 
© vantages of living in a Religious Bally vo 
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© whichſhe was related: And in the Cholce 
that ſhe made when ſhe changed her Con 
dition; neither the Prejudices of the Age nor 
the Advantage of other Offers, could hinder 
her from accepting One as the Partner of her 
Life, from whom ſhe had rea ſon to expect the 
belt Aſſiſtance in the Service of God and in the 
© Concerns- of her Soul; and this ſhe did at 
©. a Time when there was no Proſpect of 
that Tranquility which now - encourageth 
« Perſons of his Character and Profeſſion 
Trar very pathetical Diſcourſe which Mr. 
Shower himſelf- preached on this Occaſion, and 
which is publiſhed, - about Aoarning for: the 
Dead, will make it evident how. deſirous he 
was not only that his Sorrow- might be mo- 
derated, but his Zeal- for God quickened by 
this awaking Providence; I can hardly for- 
bear reciting ſome very tender and lively Paſ-- 
ſages, but the Book being in many Hands, 
1 leave them to the Reader's Peruſal at his 
Lare t n e e Lan | 
Wirum the Space of two Years, God made 
up to him this great Loſs, by providing tor 
him another ſuitable Companion. Oa the 29th 
of December, 1692. he was matried to Mrs. 
Conſtance White, Daughter to an eminent Ci- 
tizen of London; ſhe was a Perion of a very 
meek and ſwert Diſpoſition, and of exemplary 
Seriouſneſs and entire Devotedneſs to God; I 


— — — * oY PR 1 
— 


1 2 


, 4 _ N , > — FN l 


Vid. The Mourner's Companion, P. 143, 144, 145. 
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have ſoldom heard of a Pet ſon more univet- 


| Wifications,:than ſhe was. He Nen 

py in ſo tender and good a Relation for the 
pace of about Nine Years, for ſo long they 
lived together. This ſecond Marriage God 
he (was: pleaſed to bleſs with ſeveral Children; 
che three Eldeſt, two Daughters and a Son, 


Named V illiam, died at Nurſe; and on July 18. g 
Ar. Nie. at Clerkenwell, this excellent Gentle wo- [ 
ud died in Childbed, having been deliver'd f 
the! Nof a dead Child, leaving a very affectionate ſor- | 
he Nowful Husband in a Vale of Tears, but ſup- ö 


lied very young; the three next, Martha, Bar- 


holomem and John, are ſtill living; the ſeventh 


ported by Divine Conſolations under ſo great 


q 
ally: loved and valued for theſe excellent Qua- 
| 


by Triat: And what contributed very much to 1 
or- be Comfort of the Remainder of his Life, 
a(-/ Nas the gracious Preſence of God with him 
ds, Ein his Miniſtry, and the numerous ſpiritual 


ff. ſpring who owned him as their Father in 
briſt. And he did not want Comfort in 


ade he Children that were born to him in his 
tor {ouſe;z one by the firſt Wiſe, of whom men- 
gth ion has been already made, and three by the 
irs. Wecond, whom he lived to ſee looking towards 


Heaven, and chuſing their Father's God for 
heir God, and behaving themſelves with great 
Affection and Duty to their ſurviving Parents, 
and with Wiſdom, and Love, and Tender- 
eſs one towards another; L am perſwaded 
at in bleſſing God will bleſs them, yea, * 

| Þ . 


be Hack blelſed'ther with eue BleſTng 
in Heavenlies in Chriſt ſeſus. 


"Ix the fame Year, 1761. in Which ſo great 1 
a Breach was made upon Mr. Shower, , as to ſeyt 
the Comforts of Relative Life, the Conꝑrega. wit 
tion ſtill encreaſing, and conſiſting very much N mut 

ol Perſons that lived in the Center of the City, N Rer 
and were ſucceſsful in Trade, they determined I = 
to build a new Meeting. Houſe, 'whoſe Situs. N © 
tion might be more convenient, and its Di. 15 
menſions more proportionate to ſo numerous Hof 
an Auditory as they were now grown up ta Wr. -- 

They fix'd upon a Place in the Old Jury, and Th 


there provided themſelves of a very large 
and well built Meeting-Houſe, which is 6 
well known, as not to need any. Deſcription 
here. Ia this Place, as in the former, God 
was with them, and encreaſed them more and 
more; it was ſome Years (as I take, it) be- 
fore they left Jewen-ſtreet, that Mr. Shower 
had the Aſſiſtance of Mr. Timothy - Rogers, 
who was very acceptable both in his Preach- 
ing and Converſation ; and tho God has been 
pleaſed greatly to, afflict him, inſomuch as 
that he has been ready to look upon himſel 
as a Lamp deſpiſed, a broken Veſſel, and as 
a dead Man out of Mind; yet” I believe his 


. © 1 


Work is with the Lord and his Judgment with 
his God; he is not forgotten by Bis Friends, 
Who is glad to hear that he is yet bearing 
Witneſs for God, tho' in a mote private Sta. fass 


rion, jultifying God in all the Difpenſations affen 
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his Providence, and waiting for the Mercy of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift unto eternal Life. 

I own my ſelf very much his Debtor for 
ſeveral Hints I have received from him con- 
cerning Mr. Shower's Life and Miniftry, and 
much rejoyce in the diſtinct and affectionate 
Remembrance he hath of the many ſweet and 
comfortable Years of Sabbaths that they ſpent 
together, both in Jewen-Streer and the Old-Fary. 
Mr. Shower would often ſpeak with pleaſure 
of their Jewen-Street Opportunities to the laſt. 
It is now, I think, about eight Years ago, that 
heard him bear his part in Prayer, on the ſo- 
lemn Occaſion of the choice of & Miniſter in 
that Congregation that then poſſeſſed the Meet- 
ing⸗Houſe in Jewen-Szreet ; and I remember ve- 
ty well towards the end of his Prayer, he 
broke out into a moſt affectionate, thankful 
Acknowledgment of the many Tokens be and 
his Friends had received of the Preſence of 
God with them in that Place, it had been to 
them a Ber hel, the Houſe of God, and the Gate 
of Heaven; he enlarged upon this with great 
propriety of Expreſſion, and with many Tears, 
which moved and melted the whole Aſſembly. 
We may very well ſuppoſe, when he prea- 
ched in Fewen-Streer, he was in the prime and 
vigour of his Days, I rake it, that he muſt be 
about his 44% Year when he removed into the 
Old Jury; and I believe there are few Men, e- 


; ſpecially few Miniſters, but who find they are 


turn'd their Zenith by that Time; that though 
their Judgments may be more mature, and 
-/þ F 2 their 


# 
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their Experiences much improved, yet the rea. 
dineſs of Invention and the livelineſs of their 
Affections will ſuffer ſome Abatement. 
Tuenk was little or no appearance of any 
ſuch Decay in Mr. Shower's Miniſterial, Perfor. 
mances for ſeveral Years after his Remove to 
ola. Jury; he went on with his uſual Vigou 
and Zeal, and had not only the moſt decent 
Place of Worſhip, but one of the moſt conſ. 
derable Aſſemblies about the City; his La. 
bours were peculiarly agreeable and uſeful 10 
the better Rank of young Per ſons, which gave 
him the pleaſing Proſpect that God would con 
tinue his favourable Preſence with them for i 
great while yet to counmimmme. 

-  Txz; moſt remarkable breach that was mad; 
upon Mr. Shower's Conſtitution, was by a ver) 
malignant Fever that ſeized. him at Epſom, My 
12. 17c6,- this hie has recorded as a very me 
morable Providence; and be obſerves, that he 
was. taken the very Day that the Illuſtriow 
Duke of Marlborough fought and won the glo- 
rious Battle of Ramellies; the Diſtemper came 
on with ſo much violence, that it was not 
without great difficulty that he was brought 
to London the next Day, and confined to hi gan 
Chamber, and for the moſt part to his Bedi 
being attended by four Phyſicians and two Su- N 
geons for three Weeks together; his Life waffe he 
very much deſired, and yet often deſpair'd oi. ſag 
by all about him; many Hours of Prayer were z 
ſpent for him in his Meeting -Houſe for ſeveral 
Days, Which he has recorded with chankful 
N. } XL Þ nel 
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yery evident how great an Intereſt he had in 
the Eſteem and A 
every” Dendmination, and of what Moment 
and Conſequence they took his Life to be to 
the Intereſt of Religion. 07 2955 

His 1 from this dangerous IIIneſs 
very” Body took for a very remarkable Re- 


eyed him as one raiſed from the Dead; and 
that Which yet endeared him more to them 
Was, the good Frame of Spirit he was in 


yet a living Witneſs,” I lived at that time ve- 
ty near him, and was ſeldom a whole Day ab- 
ent from him ; he always ſeemed to me to be 
in an humble; calm, comfortable, reſigned 
Frame, I never could diſcern that he was a- 
faid'of Death with any Amazement, 


ter this Fit of Sicknels, he preached his Thankſ- 


1770 Sermon from P/a/l. cxvi. 8, 9. For thou 
delivered my Soul from Death, mine Eyes from 


We the Lord in the Land of the Living, He be- 
gan his Diſcourſe in this manner: 

Now it is Matter of Thankfulneſs a 

UE well as Wonder to many of you to fee me 
pere this Day, and to hear me read this Paſ- 
© fage of Scripture, but is there any thing too 
"hard for the Lord? Is there any thing too 


F 3 To- 


neſs Cod was pleaſed to anſwer ; it was then 


ions of his Brethren of 


F Prayer ; his People and his Friends re- 


during the time of his Sickneſs; of this I am 


© Upon: his firſt appearance in the Pulpit af- 


ears, and my Feet from falling; I will walk be- 


hard for Prayer, humble, earneſt, united, 
eontinued Prayer in publick and private? 


—— — 
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To waxdps the Concluſion of that Sermon 
eſe; * Let me exhort you to help me to be 
* thankful, joyn with me in praiſing the Name 
© of the Lord; and here I 


many ways, it would be eaſier to enlarge than 
© to: contract. My Friends, you that have 
* mourn'd for me, and ſo importunately prayed 
for Life, aſſiſt me to offer a Sacrifice of Praiſe 
* to the God of, my Life; if you and I ſhould 
fail in this, how ſoon may all that's paſt be 
loſt and blaſted, either for want of continued 
Health, or by provoking God to leave me 
to the power of Temptation, to do ſome 
« fooliſh Thing that may ſpoil my publick Uſe- 


*:fulaeſs, ſpoil the Credit, and hinder the Suc | 


« ceſs ofimy Miniftry for the future? What 
dependent Creatures are all of us? How 
* humbly ſhould we walk with God? What 
need of Faith and Prayer every Day for 
* Wiſdom and Grace to preſerve us? I need 
your Prayers now, as much it may be as 
* when my Pulſe was thought to be gone, 
* when my Eyes were cloſed, and thoſe about 
me ſaid, He is dead or dying! 
AxD in the cloſe of all, I acknowledge all 
God's Judgments to be juſt, and his Ways 
perfect, that in Wiſdom and very Faithful. 
© neſs he has afflicted me; I judge and con- 
* dernn my; ſelf before the Lord, for Perſonal, 


Family, Miniſterial Neglects and - Faults, 
which have been many, very many, and yer 
rler "1 als c 


1 


3 
be expreſgd himſelf in ſuch moving new) 


multiply, the Springs of Paſſion are touched ſo 


— 


Mr. Jo nx SHOWER. 71: 
do chis with the Hope of finding Mercy to be 
J faithful :. Who is ſufficient for a Duty of ſuch 
© a Relation as Tam in'to ſo great a Number? 

| © If God give Strength and a better Heart, if 
e bave a. freſh. anointing from above, the 
5 © Pjalmift's Reſolution of double Diligence, 
n Þ © which 1 know is my Pury, ſhall be my en- 
e deavour; but this Engagement will never be 
4 Þ © well performed without your earneſt Prayers 


eto Heaven for me, joyned with mine for you 
q © from Day to Day. ty ee, ag” 
ws IN this good Frame Mr. Shower returned to 


4 his Work, and went on comfortably in it, but 
e bis Health and Strength were much impaired, 
e and never fully recovered to his dying Day; 
.. towards the end of the Year following, Dec. 
. 7.1707. God tried him with another great 
it Affliction, in the Death of his Eldeſt Daugh- 
ter, who has been already mentioned, after he 
at had married her entirely ro his Satisfaction; 
„r | ſhe was ſeized in Child-bed with the Small- 
d Fox, the Child lived but a few Hours, the 
as Mother died in a few Days, and both buried 
e. together in Mercers-Chappel ; this Providence 
ut made a deep Wound in Mr. Shower's tender 
Spirit, and in his broken Conſtitution. : 
Ao yet it was evident to thoſe that attended 
ys on his Miniſtry, that God was ſtill with him of 
il. 2 Truch; and in the laſt part of his Life he was 
n- not without ſome remarkable Seals of it. He 
1, was very much pleas d under his growing In- 
5, | firmities, that after his old and intimate Col- 
et league, Mr. Rogers, was no longer able to ſu- 
* l ſtaia 
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him new Spirits and freſh Courage, and many 
àn excellent lively Sermon we had from him 
in this part of his Life, not only in his own 
. Congregation, but in his Turn on the Tacſaa) 


Hs was, however, followed with frequent 
Scorbutick Indiſpoſitions and a failure of Appe- 
tite from Year to Year ; in which he received 
ſome preſent Relief by drinking Tunbridge Wa- 
ters: But after two or three Months time his 
ailance returned, which made his publick Work 
mare difficult to him, but yet went on in it, 


Duty; and fo much the more às he ſaw the 
Day approaching. 


1 ber, he went to Epping to the Country Houſe of 
on the 14th Day of that Month, was ſuddenly 


a mighty Shock; and after, with ſome Difh- 
culty, he was brought to his own Houſe, he 


Bleſſing of God, upon the good Skill a 
dier Care of his Phyficians, he got pretty well 
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in the Weight of that part of the Work hat 
be had for many Years ſo well performed, God 
provided for them the Aſſiſtance: of a Perſon 
of ſo much judgment, Prudence, and Goodnefs, 
as Mr. Bennet, in whom Mr. Shomey often de- 
clar'd a very particular Satisfaction. This gave 


Lecture at Salter s- Hall. 


and was obſerved to be very frequent in ſecret 


Ix the Year 1713, in the Month of Septem- | 
his good Friend Mr. Samuel Cotton, and there, 
ſeized with a Paralytick Fir, which gave him 


continued ſome Weeks under it; but by the 
ten- 


over it, and was reſtored to his Pulpit and Peo- 


Bur 


Bur from that Time there were more evi- 
dent Tokens of an univerſal Decay; which no 
Body was more ſenſible of than himſelf; and 
Aeihg'of tender Spirit, he was apt to be diſ- 
-couraped; fearing this his Labours were not ſo 
» acceptable as formerly they had been: But I 
have heard him preach many an excellent Ser- 
mon after that Lime; and the very natural In- 
- firmities of one that had ſpent ſo much Time 
And Strength in the Work of the Lord, have 


Tuvs he went on ſometimes a little reviv'd, 
ſometimes down again, and at length found it 
neceſſary to retire to Stołe-Vewington; where 
tie Was much pleaſed with the frequent Oppor- 
tunities he had of converſing with the truly 
Honourable Sir John Hartop, Bar. and Mr. Va. 


was his Company leſs acceptable to them. 
x of the laſt Sermons he preach'd, was 


but the whole di [poſe thereof is from the Lord. 
Which nice an 
on very judiciouſly and profitably, notwith- 
- ſtanding all the Diſadvantages he then labour d 
$34 under, Ti | | | 
- I-Trixx the very laſt Sermon of all was at 
his own Place in the Old- Jury, from Pſal. Ixxix. 
1. The Lord reigns, let the Earth rejoice, let the 
"Multitade of the Iſles be glad thereof. And ha- 
ving from the former Subject in Two or Three 
Diſcourſes, treated of the Extent of the Divine 


rut Matters; 
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ſomething venerable in them. 


thanaci Gould, with other good Friends; nor 


from Prov. xvi. |: 3. The Lot is caſt into the Lap, 


intricate Subject he diſcourſed 


Providence to the moſt caſual and contingent 


—— — —— — — ——— — 
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Matters; he proceeded from this Text to ſhew * 
the great Bleſlings of God's Proyidential Go- oh 
vernment. This was preach'd on the 27tU of 7 
„„ 1 ET L Suit £35 hat mo: | i 


TOE & Ja bl04hd3 i Bo. habit. 

- Fxom that Time till the Month of Jane, he 
yas taken of from the Work that he had fo his 
"0g, and with fo much delight, been employ'd 

in; he would often bemoan himſelf as a broken 
Veſlel ; he had often that Complaint of Fob in 
his Mouth, Chap. XxvIi. 11 0 My Days are paſt, mm) She 
Purpoſes are broken off, even the Thoughts of my 
Heart. But he did not murmur, he was de- 
firous to hope, and quietly to wait for the Sal- 
vation of God. He was ſeized on the Lord's 
Day Evening, June 12. following, with a ner- 
vous Aſthma; it preſs'd very hard upon him, 
he la bour'd and languiſh'd under it for a Fort- 
night, with much Patience, Comfort, and Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God. He ſpoke ſweetly 
to thoſe about him of the Goodneſs, of God; 
My God is good, he is good to me; tho I am very 
bad, God is very good, He met Death not only 
without Terror, but with Deſire; and on 7 ae/- 
aay the 28th of the ſame Month, he breathed had 


out. his precious Soul into the Hands of the ver 
Lord Jeſus. or Bn com 
Fos ſome Time before he died, he expreſs'd * 
à great Satisfaction that he had liv'd to fee the ſenl 
Proteſtant Succeſſion take place, and ſo wiſe Pric 
and good a Prince fill the Throne: He had a 42 

reat Concern for the continued Unity and Wi 
figuriſhing State of his Beloved People, and Ns 


they on their part ſhewed a juſt en er ons 
de Pal | uf 
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him, by the decent and honourahle Funeral. 
they made for him at N on  Teſaay, 
fal 7. where they paid their general and ſo- 
mn Attendance. And I cannot doubt but as 
long as any of them are alive, his Memory and 
his dear Poſterity will be always treated by 
them with deſerved Reſpect and Honour; and 
by their keeping the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bund of Peace, their profiting under Mr. 
Shower*s Miniſtry will appear to all Men. 
Arx I have here given you this Narrative 
of the general Courſe of Mr. Shower's Con- 
verſation, and the end thereof, it would be 
needleſs to draw up his particular Character; 
this ought to be left to every one from what 
they have obſerved of him, either in theſe 
Memoirs or from their own Acquaintance. All 
I ſhall farther attempt is, to touch upon 
ſome of the principal Lineaments that diſtin- 
guiſh'd him fo obſervably in his Miniſterial 
Capacity. 1 
Tua Temper of his Spirit was peculiarly 
Tender and Affectionate, ſomething of this he 
had by Nature, and more by Grace; he was a 
very \ compaſſionate Miniſter and Friend, and 
could truly fay, Who is weak and I am not 
weak, who: is offended and I burn not? He was 
ſenſibly affected with the Infirmities of his 


Friends, whether bodily or ſpiritual. This ten- 
derneſs of Spirit ſhewed it ſelf not only in his 
3 Converſation with his Friends, but in 
Is publick Miniſtrations; the lively Affecti- 
ons of his Soul would often diſcover 0 
9 elves 


ſelves in mary Tears, both While he was plead- 
ing with God ia Prayer, and wirn Men in 
Freaching; and as Flame Kindles' Flame, hie 

id 2 natural not an artificial Way of moving 
e Hearts of the People, © ©  50801b10 


Ar Talent it which. he eden eo eee 
excel was, that Spirit of Prayer thar God had 


upon him. He had a wonderful Free- 
dom of Thought and Sweetneſs of Expreffi- 
on in Prayer; and this joined with à * holy 
humble Importunity, enabled him to lead the 
Congregation with great inward Pleaſure and 
Advantage in that Puty; eſpectally on more 
publick and ſolemn Occaſio ns. 
IN Preaching, he diftinguiſhed himſelf by a 
choice of Subjects that had ſomething in them 
more directly ſuited to ſtrike the Confciences of 
Sinners and the Experiences of the Saints: If auy 
Difficulty or Criticiſm lay before him in rhe 
Explication of the Text, he would very hand- 
ſomely ſolve it without any Toil or Oſtenta- 
tion, and then by a few and ſhort Hints, ha- 
ſten to the Application, where one might eaſily 
diſcern he longed to be; and would there ge. 
nerally have ſomething hu jan) rank in- 
ſtructive, and affecting; if in ſome Parts of 
the Diſcourſe he ſeemed to be on the Level, 
or in the Vallies, you ſeldom failed of havin 
him in the Mount before he had done; an 
not in a noiſy, empty, formal way, but ſo as 
to recommend himſelf to the Conſciences of 
all in the Sight of God. D nun ener Fi: 
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4 In the Adminiſtration of. the Lord's Supper, 


what, was more peculiar to him, Was, 155 2. 
mong other proper Means to lead the Com 


municants into the true and ſpiritual Part of that 
Ordinance, he frequently recited a ſerious and 


Scriptural Form of Self. Dedication at the Table 


of the Lord, containing the Subſtance of that 
Covenant of Grace which they were then to re- 
new and ſeal. I take it for granted, that Form 
is in the Hands of moſt of the Communicants, 
which doubtleſs they will frequently review, 
that they may ſee the explicite Engagements 
they lie under to their God. In this Ordinance 
he would often apply the Promiſes of the Co- 
venant to the particular State and Circumſtan- 
ces that he knew any of the People to be 
under, while he delivered the Elements to 
them; which was the Method that eminently 
holy Mr. William Bagſhaw conſtantly uſed ; as 
hath been obſerved in the Preface to his Fu- 
ebenen, rn ot one Ok a2 eniD 
I snur up theſe Memoirs with as true a 
Catalogue as I could obtain of the printed 
Works of Mr. Shower, which have met with 
good Acceptance among ſober and ſerious 
People of all Perſuaſions; for as he was a peace- 
able Miniſter, that never affected to differ 
with any, or engage himſelf in Diſputes about 
Matters in Difference; ſo his Company, his 
Preaching, and his Writings, have been as 
much approved, and as little cenſur'd as moſt 
of the Miniſters of our Age. Mic: 


1. Serious 
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41 Serious Reflections on Time ** Eter- 
nity; and ſome other Subjects, Moral and Di- 
vine. With an Appendix concerning the Firſt 
Day of the Year, how obſerved by the Jews, 
and may beſt be employed: by bo ferjous Chri- 
ſtian. 120. 

180. Refipiation to "hs Divins e Pleafure 
in every Condition, recommended as our Du- 
ty and ms 42g In a Sermon from 2 Sam. 
we 26. 40. 1 | 

3. The preſent Gene suo * Reproof of 
Sin. A Diſcourſe on Jerem. 2. 19. '' qto. 1685, 


4. Of St. Peter's Sin and true Repentance. 
A Sermon preach d at Rotterdam, Dec. 3. 1687. 


2 80 An Exhortation to Repentance and U- 
nion among Proteſtants: Or a Diſcour ſe up- 
on the Burthen of Dumah, from Iſai. 214 11, 
T2, Ab. 1688. 

6. Practical Reflections on the lte Earth- 
quakes in Jamaica, England, Sicily, Malt s, &c. 
with a particular Hiſtorical Account of thoſe 
and divers other Earthquakes. 1 2. 1693. 

7. The Day of Grace: Or a Diſcourſe con- 
eerning the Poſſibility and Fear of its beiog paſt 
before Death: Shewing the groungleſs Poubrs 
and miſtaken Apprehenſions of ſome, as to 
their being finally forfaken and left of God; 
with the dangerous Symptoms and Approaches 
of others to ſuch a fad: poo” In four 'Ser- 
mons from Pſal. $1. 1 12. 120. 4 

8. A Diſeourſe of —— Chriſt. 


1994; 


— 


9. Fa- 
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1 Religion, in Three Letters to a 
Friend. 1250. 1 
10. No Peace to thie Wicked. A Sermon 
Weed on the Faſt-Day, May 23. 1694. 470. 

11. Some Account of the Holy Life and 
Death of Mr, Henry Gearing, who died Jan. 4. 
Fa 3-4, aged 61. With a Trial and Cha- 

of a Real Chriſtian, collected out of his 

Pikes for the Examination of himſelf; from 
which ſeveral other Particulars are added, for 
the Inſtruction, Encouragement, and Imitation 
of Chriſtians. 12. 1694. 

12. A Thankſgiving: Sermon, April 16. 1696 

0. 
i 13. A Sermon preach*d to the Societies for 
Reformation of Manners in the Cities of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter, Nov. 15. 1697. 40. 

14. Of Long Life and Old Age: A Fune- 
ral Sermon on the Death of Mrs. Fane Papillon, 
July 1698. 4to. 

15. The Mourners/Companion : Or Fune- 


ral 1 on r Texts. In Twe, Parts. 
120. AW; 2P_- 12 


1 jours, 
ny Dio. In ſeve- 


- 
ble State of Happin 
kind in ah, 2 1700. 


IS. I es. In Two Parts. 


e Þ 
With a Paraphraſe on Fo r 1 8 vo. 
1702. 
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for all Man- 


$ N AF E . | 
19. A Funeral Sermon: - Occaſion'd. b the 
ſud en Death of the Reverend Mt. Nathanael 
Taylor, late Miniſter of the Goſpel in London. 
. 1702. 

An Exhortation to Miniſters and Peo- 
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Fear the Late Reverend and Excellent 
Mr. 70 HN SHOWER. 


13 Ma ds Do 4 bs oc; 

] have fought a good Fight, I have fiſhed 
m Contſe, I havekept the Faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the rightc- 
ous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day; and 
not to me only, but unto all them alſo that 
love his Appearing. | e ap 


| 


NE would think theſe Words 
were too great to have been 
ſpoken by any Man in this 
World, they rather ſound like 
SR the triumphant Songs of the 
SER) Saints.1n Glory; Who is able 
to lay, while on this ſide Heaven, I have fought 
4 good Fight, I have finiſhed 13 ? 


BuT 


5 4 Fuxtxar Sermon for 
Bor here we ſee the Excellency of the Grace 
of Faith in its Nature and Working ; it is the 


Evidence of Things not ſeen, and the Sub- 


ſtance of 2 hoped for; it is able to poſſeſs 
its Object by Anticipation, and begin an Hea- 
ven upon Earth. 
Wurx the Grace of Faith draws near to its 


Conſummation, it uſually partakes more and 


more of the Nature of Viſion and Enjoyment, 
eſpecially. where it has been duly improved 
and kept in lively Exerciſe. 

Tus bleſſed Apoſtle Paul tells us elſewhere; 
2 Cor. xil. 1. he remembred a Time when he 
ſaw and heard Things ſo inexpreſſibly heaven- 
ly and divine, that he knew not whether be was 
in the Body or out of the Body; if at that Time 
he had broken forth into ſuch holy Exultations 
as we have inthe Text, we ſhould not ſo much 
have wondered at it. | 

Bor to ſpeak theſe Things, when he knew 
he had not yet attained, neither was already 


pee: when he had. Sufferings and Death 
e 


fore him, and in his View great Sufferings 
and a cruel Death; this was a wonderful In- 


ſtance of the Strength of his Faith, and of the 


extraordinary Manifeſtations of God to his 
Soals-: 44 5 | Fo CURS ez: 20) 

Ix was the Apoſtle's declared earneſt De- 
ſire that he might be conformed to the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, both in Life and Death; and as an 


Inſtance of that Conformity, when he was ready. 


to be offered up, and the Time of his Departure mas 


at hand, When he was to be made a Sacrifice, 
5 9 
F 4.4 bh . # nor 


e 
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not to atone divine juſtice, but to confirm di- 


vine Truth, he begins his Song of Victory _ 


I have fought a good Fight; thus did his Lor 


and Maſter before him, John xvii. 4. I have 
glorified thee on Earth, I have finiſhed the Work 
thou gaveſt me to do, and now, O Father, glorify 


| thou me with thy own Self, &c. 


AND indeed, when the. Bulineſs of Life is 
well done, the Trial of Death is in a manner 
over; they that have nothing to do but to 


die, will not find dying Work ſo hard when it 


comes, as it appears to be at a Diſtance, the 
Sting of Death is gone, and the Victory falls 
to the Chriſtian's Share- Let us but come 
well to Death, aad we need not fear but that 
we ſhall go well through it: It is Chriſt's 
Work to open the Door and to let the Soul 
into the unſeen World; and if we do not for- 
fake him while we live, there's no Danger of 
his leaving us when we come to die; and if 
Chriſt be with us and for us, then Death will 


not be Labour or Loſs, but Reſt and Gain 


to us. | | 

As therefore, tho* there is ſomething ex- 
traordinary, there was nothing extravagant in 
the Apoſtle's Joy and Triumph, he had good 
Reaſon, and the beſt Precedent for it; but if 
a Chriſtian by the Strength of Faith and Senſe 
of the Love of God, be able thus to rejoice 


when he ſtands upon the utmoſt Confines of 


this World, how unſpeakable and full of Glory 
will his Joy be, when he is ſafe landed in Hea- 
ven? then he is joined tothe victorious _— 

B 2 that 
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that are repreſented in Rev. xv. 3. as Rtanding NW 
on the other Shore of the great Sea, having 

the Harps of God in their Hends, and ft mging 
| =_ Song of Moſes | and the Lamb. 

1 — perſuaded, there are none in this Af. 
ſembly but who believe this to be. the preſent 
Happineſs of that faithful Servant of God, who 

is gow taken from the Head of this Congr e- 
gation, He. has fought the good Fight, he bas 
finiſh'd his Courſe, be has kept the Faith, he has Pec 
resched the Mark, he has won the Prize, and to 
laid hold of eternal Life; it is meet we ſhould Wi 


think ſo of him, it would be Injuſtice to him, as not 
well as Uncharitableneſs in any of us to queſtion dre 
it; God ſealed him with the holy Spirit of Pro- de 
miſe before he died, and gave him the Earneſt ſo 
of his Inheritance, before he had the Poſſeſſion of 
of it; he finiſhed his Courſe with Joy, and the Mi- ine 
niſtry he received of the Lord Jeſus, having teſtified Sa 
he Goſpel of the Grace of God. on 
Ir Would be injurious to Mr. Shower's Friends ab 
and Hearers, to ſuppoſe that they need to be ani 
told how great a Mercy they had in him, and | 
 how-great a Lofs they have now of him; they ro 
loved. his Miniſtry while they enjoyed 1 it, and me 
have, done him double Honour, both in 1 Pr 
Life and Death, that double Honour that is ple 
due to one that laboured ſo much-and ſo well Oc 


in the Word and Doctrine. 


| HEY, have ſignally declared their Baia dit 
on of him, and they do declare it; Mr. Shower th; 
Wh not, cannot be eaſily forgotten by this rit 
egation: Iam ſenſible you; need not bave aff 


1 


we ; a you: 


Mr. Jo HN SHOWER. 5 
your Paſſions artfully 3 up, nor your 
Sorrows urged, and puſhed on by Funeral 
Declamations, the Flood gates are ſufficient- 
ly opened already ; may the God of Grace 
and Comfort turn the Streams into the right 
Channel, and keep them within due Bounds, 
and ſanctify them to you, that your Hearts 
may be made better by the Sadneſs of your 
Countenances this Day, that this afflicting 
Providence may be an inſtructive Ordinance 
to you, and to us all. 


( 


Ap yet methinks we cannot, we ought 
not to part with dear Mr. Shower, without 
dropping ſome Tears over his Grave, that ten- 
der, affectionate, lively Miniſter, that has ſhed 
ſo many Tears in this Pulpit, over the Souls 
of his People, in preaching to them, in pray- 
ing for them, and in ſetting forth a Crucified 
Saviour before them; and not in this Pulpit 
only, but in almoſt all our Aſſemblies in and 
about the City of London, for above five or ſix 
and Thirty Years together. 
SuxELY ſome Tribute of affectionate Sor- 
row, more than - common, is due to the Me- 
mory of. One, who for ſo many Years, both in 
\ Preaching and Living, had the Felicity to 
pleaſe as many, and diſpleaſe as few, as any 
One that ever lived in this great and populous 
City, where Tempers and Sentiments are ſo 
different and ſo variable; that happy Man 
that in his Maſter's Work, was all Life and Spi- 
rit; in common Converſation, all Milaneſs and un- 
affected Modeſty ! - | | & 
| E 
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to be coming very ſpeedily upon us. 
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H is dead, we miſs him, we mourn for 
him ; our Hands are weak this Day, here is 
another {ad Breach made upon us; it is but a 
Year and a few Days ſince excellent Mr. Henry 
was taken away from us, and now Mr. Shower 
is gone after him, while our former Wounds are 
ſtill bleeding, and our broken Fence not yer 
made up; God is going to contend. with us. 
Mr. Henry and Mr, Showers had kept up a 
long and intimate Friendſhip and Correſpon- 
dence with each other, like Saul and Jonathan, 
they were pleaſant in their Lives, and in their 
Deaths they were not much divided; and conſider 
them in the Gifts and Graces of their Miniſte- 
rial Warfare, they were ſwifter than Eazles, 
they were ffronger than Lyons ; Weep for them 
then, ye Daughters of Feraſalem, they loved 
our Souls, and longed for your Eternal Wel- 
Lice - nay, rather weep for yourſelves, and for 


the Churches of Chriſt in the Land, God is 


taking away your Miniſters, and Mea are pul- 
own your Mecting-Houſes; ſurely ſuch 
Providences tell us, that notwithſtandipg all 


that God has done for us, His Anger is not 


turned away, but His Hand is ſtretched out 
Tux are gone, they are ſafely houſed be- 


: fore the Storm comes; they ſeem to look 


down on us, and tell us they have fought the 
good Fight, their Trials are all over, but that 
we who are left behind have need to be watch- 
ful and faithful, for an Hour of Temptation ſeems 


IN 


# 
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Ix the Text and Context, there are two 
Things obſervable: r 18228 

f. Tur State and Situation the Apoſtle was 
in when he expreſſed himſelf with ſo much 
Joy and Triumph; this you will ſee in the 
Verſe foregoing, I am nom ready to be offered, 
and the Time of my Departure is at Hand, is 
exb3wai, L am anointed for the Sacrifice. Whe- 
ther the Time of the Apoſtle's Sufferings and 
Martyrdom was as near as he apprehended ir 
to be, is not certain, nor 1s it very material ; 
it is ſufficient that he looked upon it as very 
near, juſt at Hand; and tho* ſome learned 
Men think he lived nine or ten Years after 
this, yet there are others that may be as learn- 
ed as they, think this was the laſt Epiſtle that 
Paul wrote, and that it was but a very little 
while before his Death, and that he ſaw the 
Prepararions that were making at Rome for his 
Martyrdom, and was alſo warned of God that 
it would be very ſpeedily. 

2. Tyr Views which the Apoſtle had from 
this Situation ; when Perſons look Death in the 
Face, they fee it is time to look about them; 
when they ſtand upon the Confines of both 
Worlds, they have a large Proſpect ; and 
happy are they, that from ſuch a Situation 
have ſuch a pleaſant Proſpect as the Apoſtle 
Paul had ; for, £08 

1. Hs could look back with Comfort, and 
with a good Conſcience upon his paſt Life and 
Miniſtry. in the World he was leaving ; I have 
fought the good Fight. And, 


2. HE 
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I 2. He could look forward with Confidence 
and holy Joy, to the Honour and Happineſs 
| that waited for him in the World to which 
| he was going. Henceforth there is laid up, &c. 
| Boro the pleaſant; Proſpect the / Apoſtle 
; 


had from what the World would call a melan- 
choly Situation, to ſtand between the two 
Worlds, and look into both of them with Com- 
fort and Confiden ge. 
| A CARNAL, Mind and a guilty Conſcience 
| repreſent it as a fearful Thing to be doubtful- 
ly -hovering between both Worlds, ſo as ſcarce- 
| ly to be either in the one or in the other, almoſt 
| out of the ſeen World, and yet not entered into 
4 the unſeen World, juſt launching; into the 
| Ocean of Eternity, and not. certainly knowing 
whether one ſhall ſink or ſwim, be ſaved. or 
loſt for ever; it requires great Chriſtian For- 
titude and Firmneſs of Mind, to be able to 
ſay, (as I once heard a young Miniſter when 
dying) (a) I fland upon the Brink of one Morla, 
and look into another without Amazement. 
Tuis State, how aweful ſoever it is, we 
ſhall all find ourſelves. in very ſhortly, in a 
dying State, upon the Confines of Time and 
Eternity, and we, ſhould be often thinking 
with ourſelves, what Proſpect we are then 
like to have ; whether we can look back up- 
on the World that we are leaving, and the 
Life that we are finiſhing, with Comfort and 
Satisfaction. | 


— P 
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(a) Mr. Wilſon of Warwick. 
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Axp whether we ſhall be able to look for- 
ward into the World upon which we are en- 
tring with Hope and holy Confidence, whe- 
ther we can dare to die; bid Farewel to Time, 
and Welcome to att unchangeable Eternity. 

Woxps are wanting to expreſs the Miſery 
of thoſe that in ſuch a Poſture, look back and 
ſee nothing but Sin and Guilt purſuing them; 
and look forward and ſee nothing bur endleſs 
Torments waiting for them. 

Bur they are happy beyond all Expreſſion, 
that have the Apoſtle's Views at ſuch a time. 

His comfortable Retroſpect; I have foug ht 4 
good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept 
the Faith. Ga 

AND his delightful Proſpect; Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the Righteons Judge ſhall give me at that 
Day ; ard not to me only, but unto all them alſo 
that love his Appearing. | 

Axp theſe now will be the two general 
Heads of my Diſcourſe unto you. 

I. NIE Apoſtle's comfortable RetroſpeRion ; 
I have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my 
Conrſe, I have kept the Faith; that is to ſay, I 


„ 


eee t e 
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great Lord gave me to do. 
I TAXE it for granted, Paul ſpeaks of him- 
ſelf here, not only as a Chriſtian, but as a 
hriſtian Miniſter, a Miniſter of the Goſpel 


. @ 


ſtian, how private ſoever his Station be, has a 
arfare to fight, a Race to run, and a Truſt 
| C to 


— * 


have done my Work, the Work that my 


of Chriſt ; for tho? it be true, that every Chri- 
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to keep; yet theſe Expreſſions are uſed. in 
Scripture, more eſpecially to deſcribe the Work 
and Duty of a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
Tuis Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to endure Hard- 
neſs, as @ good Soldier of Jeſus Chrift, 2 Tim. 
ii. 3. He calls Archippus his Fellom. Soldier, Phile- 
mon, Ver. 2. He allo applies to himſelf as a 
Miniſter, the Character of one that had a 
Race to run, 1 Cor. ix. 26,27. I therefore ſo run 
not as uncertainiy; ſo fight I not as one that beat- 
eth the Air, but I keep under my Body, and bring 
it into Sabjection, leſt by Means when | 
have preached to others, I my ſelf (hould be a Caſt- 
away. And in Acts xx. 24. having mentioned 
the finiſhing of his Coarſe, he immediately adds, 
And the Miniſtry I have received of the Lord Jeſus; 
the Courſe both of his Life and Miniſtry. 
AND as to the other Metaphor, keeping the 
Faith, or keeping the Truſt, nothing is more 


uſual in Scripture, than to apply it to the Mi. 


niſtry; in 1 Ti. i. 11. the Apoſtle: acknow- 
| ledges, that he glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed 
God was committed to his Truſt ; and thg ſame 

Goſpel was committed to Timothy as a facred 
' Truſt, 1 Tim. vi. 20. O Timothy, keep that 
which is committed to thy Truſt, avoiding profane 
and vain Bablings, and oppoſition 1of Science, fall) 


ſo called, which ſome profeſſing, have erred concern. 


ing the Faith, 

From theſe Texts, and many more that 
might be mentioned, I think we have good 
Reaſon to conclude, that the Apoſtle princi- 
pally intends the Miniſterial Warfare, Hout 
| an 
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and Truſt, tho' by a juſt Analogy and Conſe- 


quence it may be extended to the Warfare, 
Race and Truft of every Chriſtian, in which 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel are the Standard- 
bearers, the Guides and Leaders among the 
People, the Keepers of the ſacred Rolls of Goſ- 
pel-Truth ; not for themſelves only, but to 
open and explain them to others. 
Lr vs then conſider diſtinctly theſe three 
Parts of the Work of a Miſter, the Warfare 
he has to fight, the Courſe or Race he has to 
run, and the Truſt he has to keep; and when 
theſe are well weiglyd, we ſhall ſee what gra- 
eious Qulifications every Miniſter ought to 
have and to exerciſe in his Miniſterial Office, 
and what abundant Satisfaction thoſe will have 
when they come to die, 'that have. acquitted 
themſelves well in this great Work. 

1. Tus Miniſters of the Goſpel have a 
Warfare to fight; every Chriſtian is a Sol- 


dier of Chriſt, every Miniſter is eſpecially ſo; 


he is aStandard-bearer in this moſt noble Army. 


No here let us conſider, | 
I. TE Nature of this Warfare. 


2. Tax Graces that are to be tried and ex- 
erciſed in it. And, | 

3. Tys Comfort and Joy that will reſult 
from it, when it is well over. 

1. THE Nature of this Warfare; concerning 


Which, I ſhall only obſerve theſe Things: 


r. Taz Miniſters of Chriſt in this their War- 


fare have not their Commiſſions from Men, 


but from God; Men may be, and ordinarily 
G2 muſt 
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muſt be the Inſtruments by which their Au- 
thority is convey'd. to them, but God is the 
0 and Fountain of all their Powers: 
And from hence it follows, that they are not 
to manage their Miniſterial Warfare, accord- 
ing to the Will of Man, but according to the 
Will of God; they are not to attach themſelves 
to any particular Party in the Field of the 
Church, ſo as to injure or neglect the reſt; 


they are indeed to keep cloſeſt to them that 


keep cloſeſt to their Commiſſion, but they are 
alſo to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace. They are to conſider themſelves as 
liſted under the general Banner of Chriſt, to 
promote his Intereſt and Glory, and not as 
under the Banner of any Party Men, how lead- 
ing ſoe ver, to carry on little Intereſts. ſeparate 
from that of common Chriſtianity. It is one 
of the firſt Stratagems by which the great Ene- 


my.of Chriſt and the Church, endeavoured to 
weaken the Power of the | Miniſterial War- 


fare, by ſowing Diviſions among the People 
about their Miniſters, and tempting Miniſters 


to ſet up for Heads of Parties. This Myſtery of 


Iniquity began to work very early, 1 Cor. i. 
12. Every one of you ſaith, I am of Paul, and I 
am of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Chriſt ; 
is Chriſt divided? Chap, 11. 6, Who then is 
Paul, and who is Apollos, but Miniſters by whom 


je believed, even as the Lord gave to every Man, 


It would have been well for the Church of 
God, if the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles would 
have been as careful to diſcourage ſuch wr 

| Jun 
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juſt reſpect of Perſons as they were; the Cauſe 
is not their own, but Chriſt's, Certain it is 
the Goſpel Commiſſion is but one, and it is 
from Chriſt, and is to be the Rule by which 
every Miniſter muft manage his Miniſterial 
Warfare; and if he does not ſo, he ſtriveth not 
lawfully, he is not the Servant of Chriſt, but - 
of Man : and from Man, not from Chriſt, muſt 


he expect his Reward, 


2. In this Warfare the Miniſters of Chriſt 
are not Enemies to the Per/ozs of Men, but 
to their Sins; and in being Enemies to their 
Sins, they are Friends to their Perſons, for 
Sin is the Sinner's greateſt Enemy; and he 
that is an Enemy to mine Enemy, is a Friend 
to me. Fooliſh Sinners miſtake this Point, 
they think faithful Miniſters are their Ene+ 
mies, becauſe they reprove them, they threaten 
them, they muſter up the Terrors and Curſes 
of the Law againſt them, this they account an 
hoſtile Treatment ; with this evil Eye Ahab 
looked upon the Prophet Elijah, 1 Kings xxi. 
20. Haſt thou found me, O mine Enemy? And 
ſome among the Galatians were ſo far corrup- 
ted, as to think Paul was become their Enemy, 
becauſe he told them the Truth, Gal. iv. 16, 
Sinners love to be flattered in their Sins, tho? 
it be to their Ruin; but all will be convin- 
ced at laſt, that Flatterers of Souls are Ene- 
mies and Murtherers of Souls, and that they 
only were their Friends, that dealt plainly 


and faithfully with them, and knowing 


the Terrors of the Lord, would gladly 
| have 
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have perſuaded them to flee from the Wrath to 
come. + | 1 a SEES P g 


Six is the great Enemy that the Goſpel- 


Miniſtry has to encounter, and this Enemy 
muſt not be ſpared, Miniſters muſt reprove and 
rebuke with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine, 2 Tim. 


iv. 2. Now Sin has ſo poſſeſs'd itſelf of the 


Affections of the Soul of Man, that you can- 
not ſtrike at Sin, but Sinners take it as if you 


ſtruck at their very Hearts; eſpecially if you 


bear too hard upon the peccatum in deliciis, 
their darling Sin; to reprove this in Herod, coſt 
John the Baptiſt his Head; and yet every 
Miniſter has it in his Commiſſion, to fight a- 
gainſt neither ſmall nor great, ſo much as a- 
gainſt that Sin, for that is the Souls moſt dan- 
gerous Enemy | 

Tun Miniſters of the Goſpel are inſtructed by 
their great Lord, ſo to manage their Warfare 


againſt Sin, as that at the ſame Time they may 


ſhew their Compaſſion to the Sinner, and Love 
to the precious Soul; and therefore they are 
not to be paſſionate, nor ſatyrical in their Re- 
proofs ; the Wrath of ' Man works not the 
Righteouſneſs of God; The Servant of the Lord 
muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle to all Men, apt to 
teach, patient, in Meekneſs inſtracting thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves, if peradventure God will give 
them Repent ance to the acknowledging of the Truth; 
and even when it is neceſſary to rebuke ſharp- 
ly and openly, yet the greateſt Care ſhould 
be taken, not to ſhew any Contempt or Pre- 
judice towards the Perſons of Sinners, = all 
| en- 


—— 


ens 
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Tenderneſs, as a Father to his Children, that 
mixes Tears with his Rebukes ; ſuch Treat- 
ment is moſt like to prevail. | 

Bur if it ſhould not prevail, Miniſters are to 
learn of Chriſt, to weep over harden d preiſh- 
ing Sinners, Lake xix. 42. If thou hadſt known, 
even thou at leaſt, in this thy Day, the Things 
that belong to thy Peace! One would think no 
Heart could withſtand the Force of ſuch 
Compaſſion, 

3. Tye Weapons of this Warfare are not 
carnal, but ſpiritual ; for tho we walk in the 
Fleſh, we do not war after the Fleſh, 2 Cor. 
X. 3, 4. In this the Miniſters of Chriſt are 
manifeſted, and the Miniſters of Anti-Chriſt: 
Chriſt never allowed his Miniſters to propa- 
gate his Goſpel by Fire and Sword, by Racks 
and Gibbets : Theſe are the Weapons of 
Anti-Chriſtian Warfare. A Religion that has 
no innate Evidence and Excellence to recom- 
mend it to the Reaſon and Conſciences of 
Men, muſt be propagated by Force ; and 
Men muſt be terrify'd and tortur'd into that, 
of which they can never be rationally per- 
{waded. Theſe are the Methods by which 
Popery has choſen to recommend itſelf to 
the World; the Smithfield Fires, the Iriſh 
Maſſacres, have been the Weapons of the 
Popiſh Warfare in theſe Nations, by which 
our Enemies have endeavoured to re-eſtabliſh 
their Tyranny over the Conſciences of Men. 

TRE Miniſters of Chriſt have no ſuch In- 
ſtructions, they are furniſhed with no other 


Weapons, 
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Weapons, than ſuch as are fit to convince 
and perſwade reaſonable Creatures; they have 
a Sword put into their Hands, but it is the 
Sword of the Spitit, which is the Word of 
God: And this they are to ſtudy thoroughly, 
and to preach diligently, i Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon, and not content themſelves with cal- 
ling upon the Civil Magiſtrate, to ſupply (by 

Force) the Want of their own Labour and Di- 
ligence. Theſe Weapons will, indeed, require 
more Pains to manage them aright ; 'but then 
they will be much more effeQual, for tho? 
they are not carnal, yet they are mighty, through 
Goa, to the pulling down of ſtrong Holas, caſt ing 
domm Imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itſelf againſt the Kyowledge of God, and 
bringing into Captivity every Thought to the Obe- 
dience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Such a Con- 
queſt as this was never gained by carnal Weas 
pons, nor ever will be. ; 

\GosyEL Dodrines at ntoepe, rightly 
open'd and explain'd, and ſoundly and ſe- 
riouſly urged and applied in the preaching, of 
the Goſpel, and all follow'd with earneſt 
Prayer and Supplication ; theſe are the Wea- 
pons which Chriſt has furniſhed his Miniſters 
with, and has many a time made effeQtual 
for the bringing ſtubborn Sinners to his Foot, 
and into the Bond of his. Covenant. 

Abd if theſe were more conſtantly and 
diligently uſed, and leſs Streſs laid upon Pe- 
nal Laws and the Secular Power in all Re- 
formed Churches, I am perſwaded the Lord 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus would take more Delight in them, and 
revive his Work more viſibly among them. 

4. Tye Crown contended for in this War- 
fare is not earthly, but heavenly ; as the 
Cauſe is not their own, no private Intereſt 
of their own, but the Cauſe and Intereſt of 
Heaven, ſo they expect not their Crown on 
Earth, but are well pleaſed that it zs laid wp for 
them in Heaven. They that ſtrive for the Maſtery 
here, do it to obtain 4 corraptible Crown, bur the 
faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, az incorruptible, 
x Cor.ix. 23. They contend not in this Warfare 
for a Deſpotick Power over the Perſons of Men; 
and their Civil Rights, nor for a DiQatorial 
Power over their Conſciences, and Dominion 
over their Faith; they ſtrive not for Mitres 
and Titles, and Royalties, and large Revenues ; 
the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt know, He that 
warreth muſt not intangle himſelf in the Affairs 
of this Life, but muſt pleaſe him who hath choſen 
him to be a Soldier, 2 Tim. ii. 4. He con- 
| Quers not for himſelf, but for Chriſt ; thoſe 
ie conquers, he deſires not to make his own 
Servanrs, but Chriſt's Freemen ; and he ex- 
pects not a Crown of Gold, but a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs ; to be accepted of God thro? 
Chriſt ; to be approved of Chriſt at laſt, and to 
be where Chriſt is; to be like unto Chriſt, and 
ſee him as he is: This is the- Crown that he 
aims at, and juſtly prefers to all the Grandeur 
of the World; and even when he has recei- 
ved this Crown of Righteouſneſs, he does not 
take it as what is due to him, or deſerved by 

75 D | him, 
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bim, according to ſtrict Juſtice, but as the Fa- 
vour and Bounty of his great Lord, and with 
the reſt of the Elders, Rev. iv. 10. He falls 
down before him that ſits upon the Throne, and wor - 
(hips him that lives for ever, and caſts down. his 
Crown before the Throne, ſaying, T hou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive Glory, and; Honour, and 
Power, for. thou haſt created all Things, and for 
thy Pleaſure they are and were created. 
_ Tais is the Nature of the Miniſterial War- 
fare. And now, . ore e 
2. WE come to conſider the Graces that are 
neceſſary for this Part of a Miniſter's Work; 
and here I {hall not enlarge. One Grace pro- 
per to this Station, is Chriſtian Courage, Zeal 
and Reſolution; a Soldier muſt endure Hard- 
neſs, and therefore ſhould be of a bold and 
brave Spirit. Paul puts Timothy in mind of 
this, 2 Tim. ii. 3. Thou therefore endure Hard- 
neſs as 4 good Saldier of Chriſt. The Chriſtian 
Warfare will try a Man's Courage, .the Mi- 
niſterial Warfare will try it more; a Miniſter 
had need to ha ve * uy raiſed up above 
both the Smiles and Frowns of the World; 
he muſt have the Rule over his on Spirit; 
nothing requires a more conſtant Calmneſs 
and Compolure of Mind, than the Miniſterial 
Warſare; a, cool Courage is an excellent Qua- 
lification in one that has a Command in this 
War. ie 
Trex Miaiſtry of the Goſpel has always been 
the Butt and Mark of all the Rage of Earth 
and Hell; and the more Faithful any of the 
7 8 Mini- 
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Miniſters of Chrift are, the more Oppoſition 
they muſt expect to meet with. The great 
Fnemy of Souls ſeldom fails to harraſs the poor 
Miniſters of Chriſt with his Temptations. I 
believe they are more violently aſſaulted than 
other Men, eſpecially at their firſt engaging 
ſeriouſly in the Service; God turns this to 
their Advantage, for Temptation is one of 
thoſe things that make a Miniſter; but in the 
mean While, they need a holy Fortitude to 

on in their Work, when they feel ſuch a 
Conflict in their own Souls, | ö 


WI often hear the Apoſtle Paal ſpeaking of 


his Temptations, Acts xx. 18, 19. Te know from 
the firſt "Day that T came into ſia, after what 
manner ] have been with you in all Scaſons, ſer- 
ving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, and 
with" man) Tears and Temptations, &c. and Gal. 


iv. 14. Ilius in Conformity to the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, his Miniſters ſuffer being tempted, 
that they may experimentally know how to 
pity and comfort thoſe that are tempred. 

-"Vr61tANCE and Circumſpection are Graces 
very neceſſary for thoſe that are engaged in 


this Warfare, that they may neither be ſur- 


ized themſelves, nor ſuffer others to be ſur- 
prized by the common Enemy. | 
Tuts Circumſpection is the more neceſſa- 
ry, becauſe the Enemy knows how to tranſ- 
form himſelt into an Angel of Light, pre- 
tends to be on God's” Side, perverts the 
Scripture, pleads it againſt itſelf, aſſumes the 
Chriſtian Name, and pretends to outdo every 
» - SIG D 2 | Body 
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Body- in Zeal for the Honour of God and 
Chriſt; ſets up Images of them, and com- 
mands that religious Worſhip be offered to 
the inviſible Deity by thoſe - fenſible- Repre- 
ſentations; pretends to be the Vicar and Vice 
erent of Chriſt in the World, indued with 
fis infallible Judgment, and with his abſo- 
lute and unlimited Powers; and thus, under 
the Banner of Chriſt, this ſubrile Enemy cats 
Ties, on the moſt deſperate Oppoſit ion to his 
Intereſt, and to all the Ends of his Media- 
toral Office: Here now is the Faith and the 
Patience of the Saints to be tried to purpoſe. 
Ax which calls yet more, both for Vi- 
gilance and Reſolution in the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, there is ſomething of this Ene- 
my even in their own Hearts, remaining Cor- 
ruption, Which raiſes a Civil War in their 
Souls; rwo! two Nations, Sin and 
Grace, the Fleſh Fs the Spirit ſtriving in 
them; they. have themſelves to conquer, their 
own Spirits to ſubdue; and none knows the 
Difficulty of this Warfare, but thoſe that have 
heartily engaged in it. | 
3. -Ler me briefly hint at A Comfort and 
Joy that fills the Soul of a faithful Soldier of 
Chriſt, when the Warfare is well over. 
Tux Conflict will not laſt always, but it 
will laſt as long as Life laſts, and we muſt 
never put off our Armour till we put off the 
Body; ſometimes the Heat and Brunt of the 
War is over before Death, and the End is 
e and eaſy, i ſpiritual Enemies in a er 
901 8 Q degree 
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degree conquered, Satan bound, wicked Men 
reſtrained, ſtrong Holds pulled down, Sin mor- 
tified, Fears ſcattered, and the Soul beginning 
its Triumph even on this ſide Heaven. 
-- SOMETIMES the ſharpeſt Conflict is at the 
laſt; thus it was with the Captain of our Sal. 
vation; This i your Hour and the Pomer 

Darkneſs, Lake: xxii. 5 3. and no wonder if it 
be ſo with his Servants; but Death puts an 
End to all, then the good Fight is fought, and 
fought out well; and then, everlaſting Joy ſhall 
be upon their Heads. For, Fl ach 
1. TRE Difficulty is all over. A Soldier's 
Life is a Life of Difficulty, his Work is 
hard Work; the Work of a Miniſter is cer- 
tainly ſo, if it be well followed; the Diffi- 
culties of this Work are deſcribed very empha- 
tically in 2 Cor, vi. 4. Ia all Things approving 
ounſelues as Miniſters of God in much Patience, 
in Afflict ions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in 
Stripes, in Impriſonments, in Tumults, in La- 
boars, in Watchings, in Faſtings, by Pureneſs, by 
Knowledge, by Long-ſaffering, by  Kinaneſs, by the 
Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by the Word of 
Truth, by the: Power of Gad, by the Armour of 
Righteouſneſs," on the right Hand ard on the left, 


by: Honour and Difhonour, by evil Report and good 


Report, as deceiuers aud yet true, as unknown and 
yer well known, as dying and yet bebold we live, 'as 
chaſtened and nat killed, as ſorrowfal yet alway re- 
Joicing, ac poor, yet making many rich, as having 
Nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all Things. WP 


SUCH 
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suck a-variegated mixed State as this muſt 


be a State of great Trials; and theſe. when 
they are over, always afford the moſt plea- 
ſant Reflection. Hs | »1 9 $816 
2. Tyr Danger is over, as well as the Dif. 
ficulty, and that is much more. Nothing diſtreſſes 
the — of God more in their holy War- 
fare, than fear of falling one Day by the Hands 
of the Enemy; this Fear has ſometimes ſo 
far prevailed, as quite to diſpirit them, and 
tempted them to take up the Reſolution, that 
oe will ſpeak no more in the Name of the 
Lord; and if God did not give in gracious 
Supports, the Standard6bearers would often 
faint and fink' down in Deſpondency. What 
Miniſter can bear the thought of having Sa- 
tan triumph at laſt, not only over all his Ser- 
vices, but over his very Soul ?. But when the 
Battle is ſought, this Danger is over, and his 
anxious Cares and Fears ceaſe, and give Place 
to everlaſting Joy; 1 have fougbt à good Fight. 
This is the firſt Account of the Work of a 
N holy, Wen ras now: 8 
to by 4 IL 18 enen s * 
2. Hx has a Race ur unc e ug a run. ere 
is à manifeſt Alluſion to the Olympic Ex- 
etciſes; and the Apoſtle often uſes the Gym- 
naſtick Phraſes; ae ly in Phil. iii. 13, 
14. Hrethren, I. count: nat me. if. to hade uppre- 
handed; but this ane thing I dozsforgetting t hoſo 
Things which are behind, and — ne. forth; unto 
thoſe Things that are before, I preſs toward the 
8 Aer * . Prize of the high Can of God in 
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Chriſt Jeſus. This Courſe of active Obedi- 
ence and practical Religion, every Chriſtian 
muſt run and finiſh; as well as every Mini- 
ſter; the Apoſtle to the Hebrews calls upon 
himſelf and every true Believer, 20 lay aſide eve- 
ry. Weight, and the Sin that did eaſily beſet them, 
and to run with Patience the Race ſet before them, 
Heb. x11. 1. | 
Bur the Miniſter has a particular Concern 
in this Matter; for, | 
1. He is to direct others in the Way in 
which they muſt run the Chriſtian Race; itis 
a Way limited and marked out in the Word 
of God, and bounded in on the right Hand 
and on the left; within thoſe Bounds they 
muſt carefully keep themſelves, that ever ex- 
pect ro finiſh their Courſe with Joy. The Bible tells 
us what is Sin, and what is Duty, and it is the 
Rule by which we are to govern ourſelves in the 
whole Courſe of our Life ; if we do not run by 
this Rule, we may be very zealous and very di- 
ligent, and ſeem to make great Speed, but we 
are never the nearer, we run 48 wncertatnly, if 
we keep not cloſe to the Scripture: There are 
bye Ways on both Hands; on the right Hand 
Superſtition and Will-Worſhip ; on the left Hand 
 Profaneneſs and Immorality ; but the Bible is as 
a Voite behind as, ſaying, This is the Way, walk 
ln in it, when we are ready to turn aſide to the right 
Hand or to the left, Iſa. xxx. 21. Now the 
| Prieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and the 
People ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth; not 
wich an implicit Faith, but ſearching the Scrip- 


tures, 
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tures, to ſee whether the Things their Teachers 
tell them, be ſo or no, Ad, xvii: II. The 
Miniſters of Chrift muſt not deviſe Ways of 
their own, and miſlead the People into them, 
but they muſt open and explain to them the 
Ways of God, as revealed in his Word; the 
Prophet that hath a Dream, let him tell à Dream; 
and he that hath my Word, let him ſpeat my 
Word faithfally ; What is the Chaff to the Wheat ? 
ſaith the Lord, Jer. xxiti. 28. Our own Fan- 
cies and Opinions in Matters of Religion, are 
but Chaff and Dreams, and ſhould fever be 
offered to the People as the Word of God. 
2. Tur Goſpel Miniſter is to go along with 
others in this Way and Courſe of Holineſs, 
and to go befote and lead them; he is to be a 
| Example to Believers in Word, in Converſation, 
in Charity. in Spirit, in Faith, in Parity, 1 Tim. 
iv. 12. He is not to ſtand like a Mercurial Poſt 
in the High-way, pointing out the Way to 
'. ©thers, but never moving one Step forward 
himſelf ; his Language ſhould be that of 1/a. 
ii.5, O Houſe of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk 
in the Light of the Lord: Not go ye, but come 
55 and let us go together; let a Miniſter 
never ſo orthodox in his Judgment, never 


ſo clear in his Preaching, if he be not exem- 


plary in his Life, he can never finiſh his Courſe 
with Joy. Too many ſatisfy themſelves to call 
upon others to their Duty, and to commend 
them for it, and cry, weil run, while they on- 
ly ſtand by and obſerve the Motion of others; 
but let every one that is called a . of 
25 rl 
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_ Chriſt know, he that ſtands by while others 

run, muſt ſtand by when others are crown'd. 
3. He is to excite and encourage others in 
their Chriſtian Courſe, to caution all againft 
ſinful Wandetings, 70 ſtrengthen the weak Hands 
and feeble Knees, to ſay to thoſe that ave of a fear- 
Jul Heart, be ſtrong ; to this Purpoſe he is to 
ſet before them the Promiſes of God in his 
Work; ſuch as theſe, 1/2. Al. 29, 30, 31. He 
giveth Power to the Faint ; even the Toath ſhall 
| faint and be weary, and the youns Men ſhall at- 
terly' fall; bat they that wait apon the Lord ſhall 
renew their Strength, they ſhall mount up with 
Wings as Eagles, they (ball run and not be weary, 
they ſhall walk and not faint : this is a very 
ſweet and ſuitable Word to thoſe that find 
themſelves feeble and ready to faint in the 
Courſe of their Duty, and ſo is thar in the fol- 
lowing, Chap: xli. Ver. 10. Fear not, for I am 
with thee; be not diſmayed, for I am thy God, 1 
will ſtrengthen thee; yea; 1 will help thee, yea, I 
27 uphold thee by the right Hand of iny Righteouſ- 
peſs. N N 21 | 
Tur muſt ſet before the People the Ex- 
ample of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Fore- 
runner, encouraging poor Souls to look anto 
Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who 
for the Toy that was ſet before him, endured the 
Croſs and deſpiſed the Shame, and is ſet down at 
the right Hand of the Throne of God, Heb: 

Xii. 2. 
Tay are to repreſent, in as lively a Man- 
ner as they can, the Mart which the Chriſtian 
OK . E | i 
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is running to, and the Prize that he is running 
for, that he may preſs forward towards the 
Mark for the Prize : The Mark is perfect Holi- 
neſs in Conformity to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
the Prize is perfect Happineſs, in full Commu- 
nion with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and they are 
to put Believers in Mind of theſe Things, that 
as ſoon as they have reached the Mark of 
perſect Holineſs, they ſhall win and ſeize the 
Prize of perfect Happineſs. 


Tay are to put the People of God in mind, | 


that their great Lord has called them out to 
run this Race, as the noble Grecians uſed to 
call out their favourite Servants and Subjects 
to the Olympick Exerciſes, and to look on and 
obſerve how they acquitted themſelves therein, 
taking their Honour to, be concerned in the 
Event: Thus has the Lord Jeſus ſingled out 
Believers from the common Crowd, and cal- 
led them forth as his Champions and Favou- 
rites ; and he looks on and accounts himſelf 
honoured or diſhonoured, according” as they 


acquit themſelves in it; and this, when con- 


ſidered, muſt greatly animate the Chriſtian, ſo to 
run as that he may. obtain, for it is the Prize 
of High Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
THis. is the Work of a Golpel-Miniſter, as 
deſcribed by a Race or Courſe that he js to 
n rt \ als Gio. Ko 
Tre: Graces proper and neceſſary. for. this 
Part, are Diligence, and Patience, and Perſeve- 
rance ; for the Way is ſtreight and narrow, 
here is no room for ſinſul Diverſions and Wan- 
derings. 3 | MAN 
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MAN Obſtructions lieinthe Way, at which 
they will be apt to ſtumble and be turned a- 
ſide, without Diligence and Patience; and the 
Time appointed for finiſhing their Courſe is 
ſhort, and woe to thoſe whoſe Time is at an 
End before their Work be done. 

Wuikx this Courſe of Miniſterial Duty is 
well finiſhed, it affords unſpeakable Joy, for 
then the faithful Miniſter has anſwered the 
End both of his Office and of his Being. He 
has anſwered the End of his Office, and the 
Obligations of his Ordination-Vows ; it was 
a high Character that was then put upon him, 
and a high Calling that was then given him, 
and a hard Work that was then undertaken; 
and many a penſive Thought he has had, how 
to act up to his Character, how to anſwer the 
Calling, how to fulfil his Miniſtry; and there- 
fore when all this is done, and well done even 
in Chriſt's own Account and gracious Accep- 
tance, the Joy muſt be inexpreſſible; now he 
exonerates himſelf of all the Burthen of Care 
and Fear that he has been fo long labouring 
under, and now he returns to his Reſt. 

AN he has in this anſwered the End of his 
Being, and can with Comfort reflect, that he 
has not been a ſinful Burden upon the Face of 
the Earth, that he has not lived to no Purpoſe, 
and loſt the Advantage of his Days; he can 
humbly and thankfully take up the Words of 
his bleſſed Lord, For this End was I born, and 
for this Cauſe came I into the World, that I 
ſhould bear Witneſs unto the Truth, John xviii. 

* E 2 | 37. 
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37. And therefore he has not, like the wicked 
and florhful Servant, any reaſon to wiſh that 
he had never been born, and to curſe the Day 
in which he came into the World, deliring as 
Job in bis impatient Fit, I hat that Day might al- 


ways be darkned, that God would not reg ard it from 


above, nor let the Light ſhine. upon it, that Dark- 
neſs and rhe Shadow of Death might always ſtain 
it, that the Cloud might dwell upon it, and the 
Blackneſs of the Day terrify it, that it might not 
be joined to the Days of the Tear, nor come into 
the Nambers of the Months, &c. Job iii. 4, 5, 6. 
An aweful Deſcription of the Horror that will 
at laſt fill the Souls of thoſe that have forgot- 
ten and loſt the End of their Being. Now 
the Joy and Pleaſure muſt be equally great 
that thoſe ſhall feel in themſelyes, that can 
through Grace ſay, they have anſwered the 
End of their Being, and though not perfectly, 
yet acceptably in Chriſt, finiſhed the Work 
that God gave them to do- N 

3. Tur Work of a Chriſtian, and eſpecially 
of a Miniſter, is further deſcribed by keeping 
the  Fanth, or the [Truſt committed to them; 
T have kept the Faun. 15 1 


- = * 


By the Faith we are not ſo much to un- 
derſtand the Grace of Faith wrought in the 
Apoſtle, as the Rulc and Doctrine of Faith 
committed to him. This is committed to eve- 


ry Chriſtian; ix is the Faith delivered to the 


Saints, and to be contended for and kept en- 
tire to the coming of Chriſt; but it is in a more 
ſpecial and ſolemp Manner committed to the 

. 1 Mi- 
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Miniſters of the Goſpel, as a great and ſacred 
Talk! #04 He, ff 1791 Py. 
1. CuRISsTH has committed to his Miniſters 


the Raule of Faith, to kept inviolable and en- 


tire. The Rule of Faith, you very well know, 
is the written Word of God, the bleſſed Bible, 
the great Treaſure of the Church of God ; 
this Treaſure God expects his Miniſters ſhould 
moſt -carefully and faithfully preſerve; and 
bow? | . 
1. Trey are to maintain the Authority of 


the Bible, as containing the Oracles of God, 


and the Rule of Faith and Practice: When- 
ever the divine Authority and Original of the 
Bible is denied or diſputed, as it has been in a 
very daring manner, by the Infidels of our 
Age and Nation, no Chriſtian ſhould think 
himſelf unconcerned ; but thoſe whom God 
has counted faithful, putting them into the Mi- 
niſtry, are eſpecially obliged to contend earneſt - 
ly for it, as they have Opportunity and Ability, 
0th from the Pulpit and from the Prefs ; but 
then this muſt be done in a Way ſuitable 
to the Spirit and Tenour of that Bible which 
they defend, not by calling for Fire from Hea- 
ven to deſtroy the Gainſayers, nor calling for 
the Thunder of Church Cenſures and Ana- 
thema's; for what have we to do to judge thoſe 
that are without ? as all thoſe certainly are that 
openly deny the Authority of the Scriptures; 
nor preſently calling for the Sword of the Ma- 
giſtrate to cut off thoſe that trouble them, unleſs 
the publick Peace be broken by the Violence 
of the Church's Enemies. BUT 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Bur the Authority of the Bible muſt he 
vindicated by ſober and ſolid Reaſoning, Sound 


Speech that cannot be condemned, that they that 


are of the contrary Part may be aſhamed, Titus 
ii. 8. And God has always raiſed up thoſe in 


the Church, that have been able to flop the 


Mouths of Gainſayers; and there was never 
yet in any Age of Chriſtianity, any vehement 
Oppoſition made to the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures, but they have been ſo well defended 
by ſolid Learning and Argument, that Truth 


has triumphed, and its Enemies have quitted 


the Field and the Diſpute with Same. 
As it is the Duty of every Miniſter to fit 
aud furniſh himſelf for the Defence of this 
great Truth, and to hold faſt the faithful Word 
as he has been taught, that he may be able, by ſound 
Doctrine, both. to exhort and convince the Gain» 


4 


fajers, Titus i. 9. 


2. THEY are to maintain the Parity of the Bi- 
ble againſt all thoſe that would corrupt it; it is 
therefore highly requiſite that they ſhould under- 
ſtand the original Text, and be able to draw the 
Waters of the Sanctuary from the Fountain-head, 
and that at leaſt in every Nation there ſhould 


be ſuch as are acquainted with ancient Manu- 
| ſcripts, that they may be able to diſcover any 


Attempt that ſhall be made by Men of corrupt 
Minds, to poiſon thoſe ſacred Springs ; indeed 
the Providence of God has been very vigilant 
about this Matter, and has found Means and 
Inſtruments to guard the Purity of the Scrip- 
tures as its peculiar Charge ; and the 1 4 
12 ers 
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31 
ſters of Chriſt ſhould look on this as a great 


Part of the Truſt committed to them. This 
was more difficult when any of the divine 
Oracles were delivered only by Oral Tradition, 
and before the Canon of Scripture was com- 
pleated, the Autographs collected, and authen- 
tick Copies given out; and therefore the 
Apoſtle ſaw it needful to preſs this very ear- 
ney upon Timothy in his Day, 2 Tim. i. 15. 
Hola faſt the Form of ſound Words, which thou 
haſt heard of me, in Faith and Love which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; That good Thing which was com- 
mitted unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt which 
drelleth in us; where it is obſervable that the 
Spirit of God dwelt in the Apoſtles and Evan- 
cliſts, not only to enable them to indite the 
non of Scripture, but to keep and preſerve 
theſe Inſpirations, that they might be deli- 
livered to the Saints without Miſtake or Cor- 
ruption ; but then this Indwelling of the Holy 
Ghoſt for this Purpoſe did not ſuperſede their 
diligent Care, but aſſiſted it and rendered it 
effectual. 2 BO ; +. ds 
3. Trey are to maintain the Sufficiency and 
Perfection of the Scriptures, as the entire and 
only Rule of Faith and Practice. Even among 
thoſe that admit the Bible to be the Rule of 
Faith; there are {ome that will not allow it 
ro be the perfect Rule, but ſet up ſomething 
elſe, tho? not in direct oppoſition to it, yet as 
Co-ordinate with it and perfective of it: Thus 
the Papiſts have advanced, the Decrees of 
_ Popes and the Canons of Councils no. 
ace 
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Place of an additional Rule. And ſome others 
have endeavoured” to obtrude their own pre- 
tended Inſpiratious and Predictions upon the 
Church of God, as of the very fame Autho- 
rity with the Bible. fd 205 + 43 
Ir is the Duty of the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
to contend for the Perfection of the Bible, 
that it contains in it all Things neceſſary to 
Salvation, and all Things neceſſary to Church- 
Communion and Order of Worſhip; and tho 
theſe Articles of Faith may be collected into 


a methodical Syſtem, and the Rules of Liſe 


and divine Worſhip, laid down in the Word, 
may be very warrantably drawn together for 
our Direction, yet nothing in the one Caſe or 
the other is to be added, diminiſhed or chang- 
ed, but every * muſt be left to ſtand up- 
on the Authority of the written Word: © 
| 2. Our: Lore Jeſus has not only commit- 
ted to his People the Rule of Faith, but the 
Doctrines of Faith, as they are contained in 
that Rule; theſe Doctrines are to be plainly 
and faithfully held forth by the Preaching of 
the Word; and tho? none of the Doctrines of 
Faith are to be concealed, but the whole Coun- 
ſel of God opened to Men, yet thoſe Doctrines 
that are the very Foundation of Chriſtianity 
muſt eſpecially be inculcated upon the Minds 
ot the People; the Apoſtle puts a peculiar Mark 
upon ſome Points of Doctrine, 4s faithful Say- 
ings, 1 Tim. i. 15. This #s 4 faithful Saping, 
and worthy of all Acceptance, that Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the World to ſave Sinners, of whom 7 
. 2 
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vn Chief; and ſo, 1 Tim. iv. 8, 9, Bodily Exer- 
ciſe profiteth little, but Godlineſs is profitable un- 
to all Things, and hath the Promiſe of the Life 
that nom is, and of that which is to come; this 
is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation; 
and, 2 Tim, ii. 11. It # 4 faithful Saying, If 
we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo live with him, 
if we ſuffer we 7 alſo reign with him, if we 
deny him, he will alſo deny us: And again, Tit. 
iii. 8. This is A faithful Saying, and theſe Things 
I will that thou affirm conſtantly, That they which 
have believed in God might be careful to maintain 
good Works, | 


"2 


Wu the Apoſtle calls theſe faithful Sayings, 


he ſeems to mę to mean ſomething more than 
that they are barely true, for ſo are all the Words 
of God, but they are DoQtrines of that Weight 
and Importance to the Souls of Men, that eve- 
ry Miniſter is bound in Faithfulneſs to inſiſt 
often and much upon them; ſuch Preaching 
is faithful Preaching : That Miniſter that dwells 
upon theſe Foundation-Truths, both doctrinal 
and practical, approves himfelf a faithful Mi- 
niſter. ; | 
Tux great Doctrines of the Trinity; the 
Godhead of Chriſt ; of the propitiatory Na- 
ture of the Sufferings of Chriſt; of Juſtifica- 
tion by his Righteouſneſs imputed to us, and 
received by Faith; the effettual Operations 
of the Spirit of God, as neceſſary to our Sancti- 
fication ; the Neceſſity of real and practical 
Holineſs, and of worſhipping God according 
to his Word, in the * of Chriſt, and 5 
che 


-— —— — 


U —— — 
© x == 
— 


... : ⅛ ͤ—... . — 


34 4 Funzxar Sermon for _ 
the Communion of Saints : Theſe and many 
more the Church of God has always account- 


| ed faithful Sayings, and has contended earneſt- 


ly for them, and would never ſuffer them to 
be wreſted out of her Hands ; and from the 


2 of Scripture and common ſpiritual 
| Senſe and Experience of the moſt ſerious Chri- 

ftians, they have beenrecommended and hand- 
ed down from one Generation of Believers to 
another. Theſe great Truths the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel are intruſted with, both to keep 
them uncorrupt themſelves, and to tranſmit 
to others that are riſing up in the Church: 
Thus Paal ſpeaks to Timothy, 2 Epiſt. ii. 2. The 

Things which thou haſt heard of me among many 
Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful Men, 
who jball be able to teach others alſo. | 
Now- the Graces that are prope 


r for this 


Part of the Miniſteral Work, are Wiſdom and 


Fidelity; Wiſdom to diſcern Truth from Er- 
ror, however diſguiſed ; and Fidelity, to ad- 
here to the Truth, how much ſoever op- 
poſed in the World. The great and fun- 
damental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
have - been often combated and quarrelled 
by Men of perverſe Minds ; almoſt every Arti- 
cle has had its Turn and its Time of Oppo- 
fition; and there is almoſt in every Age ſome 
particular Goſpel-Truth, that may be called 
the preſent Truth, the Truth that meets with 
preſent Contradiction; and it is a good Thing 
Fo be eſt abliſbed e- TY T«gery da, in the Pr eſent 
Truth, 2 Pet. i. 12. | 
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FArTHrULNEss to Chriſt in keeping that 
Faith and Truſt which he has committed to 
his Servants, will afford them a moſt comfor- 
table Reflection, when the Trial is come to 
an end; there is nothing ſits heavier, even 


upon natural Conſcience, than betraying a Traſt, 


_ falſe to thoſe that have confided in as, but 
Fidelity is the Honour of a Man, and of a Mi- 
miſter, and will be his Comfort living and dying. 

Tuls Truſt is of that Nature and Conſe- 
quence to the Souls of others, as well as to his 
own, that a Miniſter, conſcious of his own 


Fidelity, has great reaſon to take Comfort: The 


Purity of Faith and Worſhip, is the Food and 
Nouriſhment of precious Souls; if theſe be 
corrupted, they convey ſpiritual Diſtempers 
inſtead of Health and Vigour to them. 

Ano ſince this Impurity of Doctrine and 
Practice, where-ever it is admitted, ſpreads 


| like a Leaven, and eats like a Gangrene ; thoſe 


that have contended againſt it, and have kept 
the Faith, have therein conſulted the Good of 
Poſterity, and of Ages and Generations yet to 
come. Who knows not how much reaſon we 
of this Age and Nation have to bleſs God for 
the Courage and Fidelity of the Martyrs ia 


the Marian Days, that would die for the Faith 


rather than depart from it, and would — 


_ the Faith, though they 40ſt their Lives; had 
they then baſely betrayed their Truſt, and 
given up the Purity of Faith and Religion 
we can conclude no other, than that it had 
been loſt in England, oy we their Poſterity 
F 2 
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had been nurſed up in the filthy Errors and 
Abominations of Popery, „ bs 1 
I $HALL add, no more concerning this firſt 
General, the pleaſant. Retroſpect that the 
Apoſtle had when he flood upon the Con- 
fines of Eternity; he could look back upon his 
paſt Life and Labours with Comfort and with 
that Rejoicing that reſults from the Teſtimony 
fa good Conſcience; I have fought 4 good Fight, 
7 have. finiſbed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. 
AN p now I come in the 55 
II. PrACE to conſider the pleaſaut Proſpe 
that he had before him; Hlenceforth there it laid 
up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, mhich the 
Lord the Righteous Judge (hall give unto mne; and 
not to me only, but to all thoſe alſo that love his 
Appearance, 0 
Hk the Apoſtle was able, by Faith, to 
look on Things unſeen and eternal; the Heas 
vens Were opened to his believing Soul, and 
he ſa w that which lay within the Vail; and let 
us take his on Account of it, for if in ſuch 
Things as theſe we give the looſe to our own 
Fancies, we ſhall but diſcover our own Folly, and 
dar ken Counſel by Words without Knowledge, 
il Tux Apoſtle had the Proſpect of a Cromu, 
an heayenly Crown; a Crown is a glorious 
Thing, ſo it is accounted, though it be but 
an earthly Crown; Men will wade, through 
Fields and Seas of Blood to obtain a Crown, 
and yet they ſtrive but for a corrupt ible one; 
a Crown is the Enſign of Authority and Ho- 
nur, gf Plenty and Pleaſure, When the Ser. 
b. „ vants 
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vants of Chriſt have done their Work well, 
they ſhall be treated no longer like Servants, 
but like Princes: Matt. xxv. 21. Well done, 
good and faithful Servant, thou haſt been faith= 
ful over a few Things, I will make thee Ruler 
over many Things; enter thou into the Joy of 
thy Lord. See the glorious Change made in 
the State of theſe faithful Ones, from Servants 
to Ralers : A Crown ſuppoſes a Kingdom, or 
elſe it is but a Piece of Pageantry; the Crown 
that is laid up for faithful Miniſters and Chri- 
ſtians, has a Kingdom belonging to it; Lale 
xxii. 28, 29, Te are they which have continued with 
we in my Temptations, and I appoint you a Ring- 
dom, as my Father hath appointed unto me. This 
Crown and this Kingdom which Chriſt has 
appointed for thoſe that have continued with 
him in his Temptations, are not like the Crowns 
and Kingdoms of this World, troubleſome, 
thorny, tottering, fading Things, but eaſy 
| aa ſteady, ſafe, and ſuch as cannot be ſha- 

en. ant! | 
2. Taxis great Honour he ſaw was ſuffi- 
ciently ſecured to him; it is laid up, Where? 
Why in Heaven, where no Thieves can break 
through and ſteal; it is hid with Chriſt in 
God, not only ſp hid as that it cannot be ſeen, 
but ſo hid as that it cannot be 4ſt, it is yet in 
Reverſion, but the Settlement is ſo ſtrong that 
it can never be broken. It is laid up in the 
Hands of Chriſt, he purchaſed it for his Ser- 
vants, and he keeps it for them till they are 
throughly prepared to receive it. The Inheri- 
| Farce 
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38 A FUuNxRRAI-SERMON for 
tance is veſerved in Heaven for them, 1 Pet. i. 
4, 5. Aud tie are kept by the mighty Power of God 
through Faith unto Salvation, ready to be revealed 
in the laſt Time. 

3. Hz beheld this Crown as very near, 
Henceforth there is laid up for me; from the very 
Moment that I ſhall have finiſhed my Courſe, 
the Crown is ready, it was laid up be: 
fore, the Kiogdom was prepared from the Foun- 
dation f the World; it does not begin to be 


ed his Court, but then it will be brought forth 
and put upon the Head of the happy Soul; 


of the Body; but he i cloathed upon with the 
Houſe which: is from Heaven, with an heaven- 
ly. Glory; no: ſooner has the Soul reached: the 


very Day he is with Chriſt in Paradiſe; .be- 
tween Death and Heaven there's no Interval, 


1 but alen fer th Paſſage — 
to Glory; no ſooner e Body, but 
project with the Lord. ; 

4. Tuis Crown is a Crown of Righteouſweſs p 
not Etter! it is deſervedly due to the imperfect 


Chriſt, who is the Lord their Righteouſneſs, 
has purchaſed for them; and therefore God 


Law and Government; this is the great Ex- 
2 ok this Crown ; The Servants of _ 
8 cou 


laid up when the Servant of God has finiſh- 


he is no ſooner. aucloathed of the earthly Houſe 


Mark, but he mins and wears: the Prize; that 


either of ſpiritual Refinings, or of deep and 


Services of the Saints, but it is a Crown that 


dcn now beſtow it upon them, without doing 
any Wrong to Himſelf, to the Honour of His 
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could not wear this Crown with any Plea» 
ſure or Satisfaction, if they could not wear 
it without Diſhonour or Diſſatisfaction to the 
| Juſtice of God. Should Divine Juſtice behold 
them wearing this Crown with a diſſatisfied 
Eye, it would preſently become their Burthen, 
and not their Honour ; but they rejoice in 
it as a Crown of Righteouſneſs, and the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt is the brighteſt Jewel in 
that Crown ; and now they know not only that 
the Righteouſneſs of God will admit of their 
wearing this Crown, but will be manifeſted and 
glorified thereby; God is faithful and juſt in put- 
ting this Honour upon them, 1 Jahn i. 9. He de- 
clares his Righteouſneſs in pardoning and ſa- 
ving them ; for the great Propitiation has thus 
provided, that God may be juſt, and the Juſftifier 
of thoſe that believe on Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26, 
THERE is a certain glorious Day coming 
in which the Lord Jeſus will give this Crown 
to. his faithful Servants in the moſt publick 
Manner, in the fight of all the World; and 
this is the Day of Chriſt's Appearance, a Day 
loved and longed for by the Saints : then that 
Crown which before they enjoyed but in the 
Meaſure of a Part, {hall now be given to their 
whole Perſons ; and that which before was done 
by a more particular AF, ſhall be done with 
all the Solemnities of publick Judgment; that 
Day, the Apoſtle calls it hat great Day, 10 
much thought of, ſo often ſpoke of by the Apo- 
ſtles and the Primitive Saints; that Day will be 
their Coronation-Day ; Chriſt himſelf will = 
. g 
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the Crown of Righteouſneſs upon their Heads 
intheſight ofall, both Friends and Enemies, and 
will let all fee, that they have, through Him, 


a Right unto it; and this will greatly add to 


the Glory of it. | 
6. Ir will be nodiminution of this Honour, 
that it ſhall not be given to ſome particular 
Perſons only, but to all thoſe that love Chrift 
and His Appearance. | n 
Ix this World the Honour of one Man is 
thought to put an Eclipſe upon another ; and 
that 1s ſcarce accounted any Honour at all, 
that has a great many to fhare in it. Such 


Emulation, Selfiſhneſs and Narrowneſs of Spi- 


rit prevails at preſent in the Nature of Man, 


Bur then the Souls of God's People ſhall 
be refined and enlarged, made like unto the 
Mind of Chriſt ; the ReQitude of the Soul of 
Man is then recovered and made perfect, and 


ſome think that is the meaning of % Crown of 


Righteouſneſs ; that as Original Righteouſneſs 
was the Crown and Dignity of the Nature of 
Man in Paradiſe, ſo this reſtored Righteouſ- 
neſs, when it is made perfect, will be the 
everlaſting Crown and Glory of the Saints in 
Heaven; Envy and Selfiſhneſs have then no 
more Place in them for ever. * 
Tux they ſhall ſee there is enough for 
them all in God and in Heaven, Fulneſs of 
Joy, many Manſions, none will be ſtraitned 
for thoſe that come in among them. 

NA, their Love to Chriſt will then be ſo 
pure and perfect, that the Honour and Hap- 
59. + pineſs 
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pineſs beſtowed upon every Member and Ser- 


vant of His, will be accounted an Addition 
to their own; as it will be the Honour of 
Chriſt, the Head of the Church, to have His 
Body compleat and perfect, ſo it will be the 
Honour of every Member to belong to that 
perfected Bod. 1 
AN it will be a particular Satisfaction to 
faithful Minifters, to ſee the heavenly Crown 
not only beſtowed upon theimſelves, but up- 
on the People, and eſpecially upon thoſe to 
whom they miniſtred in the Name of Chriſt ; 
the Salvation of theſe will be their Minifter's 
Crown and Joy, in the Day of the Lord Je- 
ſus ; For what is our Hope, or Joy, or Crown of 
Rejoyc ing? Are not even je in the Preſence of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Coming? For ye are 
our Glory and our Joy, 1 Thel, ii. 19, 20. 
Bor the Joy of faithful Miniſters will not 
be confined to thoſe, whoſe Souls they were 
in 'a more ſpecial manner charged with on 
Earth; but then all leſſer Diſtinctions will 
ceaſe, all particular Aſſemblies will coaleſce 
into the one general Aſſembly and Church 


of the Firſt- born, and their common Relation 


to Chriſt the Head, will in a manner {ſwallow 
up all other Conſiderations. Such will be the 
Temper of the Spirits of juſt Men, when they 
are made perfect. : 

Tuis is the beſt Account I am able to give 
of the glorious Views the Apoſtle had when 
he ſtood upon the Confines of both Worlds; 
it is taken all from his own Words, and I 

G hope 
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hope I have not miſtaken the Meaning of 
them; tho' I am far from thinking I have 
taken in all, that he had in his Mind when 


he broke out into this holy Triumph, I have 


ought 4 good Fight, I have finiſbed my Courſe, I 
Jag bes! the Faith; e laid up 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the Righteous Judge [ball give me at that Day; 
and not to me only, but unto all them alſo that 


love his Appearance. , 


Tur which remains, is to bring theſe 


Things home to ourſelves by a particular Ap- 


plication, And, "Jp: h 
1. Ir the faithful Servants. of Chriſt may 
have ſuch. pleaſant Views as theſe, when they 
are leaving Time, and launching out into E- 
ternity, what diſmal Views and Apprehen- 


ſions mult thoſe have at ſuch a Time, whoſe 


Conſciences tell them wry have been alto- 
gether falſe and unfaithful ? Judge of this by 
the Rule of Contraries, their Condition mult 
be quite the Reverſe to the former. 
Ik they look back upon Time paſt and 
gone, Conſcience muſt tell them they have 


not fought the good Fight, nor finiſhed the Courſe 


of their Duty, nor kept the Faith and Truſt 
committed to them; 5 have done nothing 
of all this. Let us lay our Ear to the ſad Com- 
plaints of theſe unfaithful Ones in their dying 
Moments, and we may expect to hear this 
doleful Language from them. | 

I have not fought the good Eight, I have 
been fighting againſt God, againſt f 
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all my Days, I have been quarrelling with 
my Fellow Servants, and ſmiting them with 
Reproaches and Abuſes; but I have never 
heartily fought againſt Sin in myſelf, or in 0- 
thers ; I have yielded to the Power of Corrup- 
tion and Temptation; I have yielded myſelf 
to Satan, and he has led me Captive at his Will. 
I rave finiſhed the Courſe of 2 Life, but 
not the Courſe of my Duty; I am as far from 
God, as when I firſt ſet out in the World; 
I have not confined myſelf within the Bounds 
of the Word of God; my Life has been no- 
thing but ſinful Wandrings from God; I have 
been ſo far from encouraging others to run the 
Ways of God's Commandments, that I have 
diſcouraged them and thrown Stumbling-blocks 
in their Way; I have been ſo far from leading 
Souls to Chriſt, that I have by my Example 
led them into Sin; and now my Glaſs is run, 
my Time is gone, and I have not taken one 
true Step towards God and Heaven. | 
I canxorT ſay that I have kept the Faith; 
I have never from the Heart believed the Goſ- 
pel; I have faid I believed it, and fomerimes 
thought I believed it, but now I too late per- 
ceive my Faith has been but a dead, cold, and 
wavering Opinion ; I have not received the 
Truth in the Love of it; I have held the 
Truth in Uarighteouſneſs; I have not held the 
Myſtery of Faith in a pure Conſcience. In 
Points of Doctrine and Divine Worſhip, 
I have had a greater Regard to Cuſtom 
than Conſcience, and to the Will of Men than 
G 2 to 
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to the Word of God; I have not been faith- 
ful to Chriſt, nor to the Souls of Men; I 


. undertook, the Charge raſhly and inconſide- 


rately, and have not kept that which was com- 
mitted to my Truſt, .- - 

-. Txis is a diſmal Peal for Conſcience to ring 
in the Ear of a poor dying Creature ; and yer 
this is the Truth of their Caſe, who have li- 
ved all their Days wicked and flothful Ser- 
vants in the Family of Chriſt. 

Ap if the Retroſpect be fo. terrible, the 
Proſpect. of what lies before them is not leſs 
ſo, but much more; no Crown of Righteoul- 
neſs remains for them, nothing but Indigna- 
tion and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, the 
aweful Frowns of their injur'd Lord, much 
more dreadful than Death itfelf, I hon wicked 
and ſlothful Servant, depart from me accurſed 
into everlaſting Fire. I ſhall add no more, my 
Spirit fails in meditating ſuch Terror. 

I pexy not but while the Soul of a Sinner, 
upon the Confines of Eternity, has ſuch dread- 
ful Views as theſe on each Hand, God may in 
ſovereign Mercy give Repentance, Death-bed 


| Repentance, which may be true, tho? ver 


late, and the bleſſed merc:ful Jefus may pluck 
{ome ſuch as Brands out of the Fire; but 
I think ſuch Inſtances are very rare, and it 
is worthy of the Wiſdom and Holineſs of 
God that they ſhould be but rare; and when- 
ever there is any ſuch, there is ſomething more 
wonderful than that of the Thief on the Croſs ; 
and if ever ſuch are ſaved at laſt, they are 


. a brought 
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brought to Heaven by the very Gates of Hell, 
and fo ſaved as by Fire. 

2. LET us all heartily engage in the Chri- 
ſtian Courſe and Warfare, Miniſters and Hear- 
ers, that though we cannot yet ſay, the Bat- 
tle is fought and the Courſe is finiſhed, we may 
be able to ſay, our Warfare is begun, and we 
are in earneſt ſet oat for Heaven; if we can 
but truly ſay thus much, it will afford us Com- 
fort. Others have fought it out and finiſhed 
well, it is happy for them; and if we are in- 
deed fighting againſt Sin and Satan, and all 
our ſpiritual Enemies, we have reaſon to hope 
it will be well with us; it's good to be in 
the Way, tho' we are not yet come to the 

| End. This fame bleſſed Apoſtle that now 
could ſay, I have fought the good Fight, I have 
{ . finiſhed my Courſe, could not always ſay ſo, no, 
7 not after his Converſion; at another Time 
you hear him ſpeaking in another Strain, Not 
as though I had already attained, either were al- 


7 

1 ready perfect, but I follow after: I count net myſelf 

n to Re . but this one Thing I 0 

d getting the Things that are behind, and reaching 

y forth unto thoſe Things that are before, I preſs 

k forward towards the Mark, for the Prize of ithe | 

It High Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 

it 3. Wu you are preſſing forward in your 

of Chriſtian Courſe and Warfare, fear not to fix 

n- | your Eye upon the glorious Mark and Prize, 

re this you may do without betraying a ſelfiſh 
$5 or a mercenary Spirit; Moſes had reſpe& to te 
5 . Recompence of Reward, and our Lord Je- 

ng 


ſus, 
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ſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
for the Joy that was ſet before him, endured the 
Croſs and deſpiſed the Shame. You can follow 
no better Example; you will have need of 
all the Encouragements that the Word of 
God affords you. The Battle will be hot be- 
tore it be over, we know not how hot it may 
prove in our Day; the He/mer that muſt cover 
your Head, is the Hope of Salvation. Chriſt 
_ kimfelf from Heaven calls upon his Servants 
that are in the midſt of the Battle, Hold faſ# 

that which thou haſt, that na Man take thy Cromn; 

be thou faithful to Death, and I will give thee the 
Crown of Life, Rev. ii. 10. He holds the Crown 

in his Hand, and preſents it to the View of 
Faith, that this lively Hope may inſpire your 

Souls with Courage and Reſolution ; deſpiſe 

not theſe Helps that he has given you. Why 

were the Heavens opened to the bleſſed Mar- 
tyr Stephen? Why had he a ſight of the Glory 
of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt ſtanding on the 
Right Hand of God? Surely it was that he 
might encounter Sufferings and Death with 
greater Comfort and Courage ; it would be 
spiritual Pride in you to think that you can 

he more diſintereſted in your Obedience than 

he was. Tho? the Recompence of Reward 

be not of Debt, but of Grace, it does not de- 
ſerve to be leſs regarded by you, nor will it 
afford you leſs Encouragement, but more and 
greater: Fear not then, tail not, to keep your 
Eye and Expectation upon this Crown of 
KRighteouſneſs; For this Cauſe you will nat * 
| «ur 
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but though the outward Man periſh, your inward 
Man will be renewed Day by Day; for pour light 
Affliction, that is but for 4 Moment, ſhall work 
for you a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
of Glory, while you look not at the Things that are 
ſeen, but at the Things that are not ſeen; for the 
Things that are ſeen are Temporal, but the Thines 
that are not ſeen are Eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 16, 
1 15. Be ly 53 

45 Ler us learn hereby to regulate our Sor- 
rows for the Death of thoſe excellent Ones, 
that in the Valley of the Shadow of Death 


enjoy'd theſe comfortable Views and Pro- 
ſpects. tf hires” | 

Tukix eminent Faithfulneſs in their Spiri- 
tual Courſe and Warfare, approved by the 
great God, and atteſted by his Spirit in their 
dying Hours, ſhould raiſe our Eſteem of them, 
and ſhould make us very ſenſible how much 
we are Loſers by their Departure from us; a 
faithful Chriſtian, a faithful Miniſter, is a great, 
a publick Bleſſing, the Death of ſuch is a pub- 
lick Loſs; their Death is precious in the ſight 
of God, and their Memory muſt be precious to 
us; this Age does not ſuper- abound in Perſons 
of ſuch a Spirit, that we ſhould part with 
them without an affectionate Sorrow and Senſe 
of our Loſs. | 

BuT. then the comfortable Views which 
their Souls had, when upon the Confines of 
both Worlds, forbid our Sorrowing, as they 
that have no Hope ; they were pleaſed at the 
coming of their Lord, why ſhould we be diſ- 


pleaſed ? 
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_ pleaſed ? I know the Death of ſuch Perſons * 
Has not the ſame Aſpect to this World, as it wa 


| bas to themſelves; to them it has a bright 1 
| _ fide, but it turns the dark fide to us that are (1 
let behind. They enter into Reſt, they are th 


Death « Reſt, to us a Token of approathing Evil\; uf 
but yet we mult not charge God: fooliſhly, but ye 
rather double our Diligence, that we alſo may ur 
aaa ene p90 ee e 

: Lo of this Congtegation have reaſon to. of 


| 
taken away from the Evil to come; to them 
| 
: 


4 


| rejoice that God continued your faithful Mi- th 
| niſter ſo long with you, and made him fo m 
| Acceptable and fo Uſeful to you; and you have ed 
reaſon: to be thankful; that when God took th 
him away from you, he did not hide his Face he 
from him, and ſuffer his Sun to ſet under a thy 
Cloud. 1 +3921 . | P43 SCN RTE THIS | be 
Tov all know Mr. Shower was naturally of tri 
a very tendet and timerous Spirit; it was the ha 


+» Grace of God working in him mightily, that 
made him rejoice in the Valley of the Shadow 

ö of Death, and gave him a Boldneſs and Chear- 
. fulneſs, ſo. much beyond his natural Diſpoſi- 
Ir was very affecting and very encouraging 

to hear him, under the Apprehenſions of Death, 
admiring the Goodneſs of God; of this I am a 
Witneſs, when I enquired of him, how it was 

with him? He anſwered with a Smile, I n 
bad, ver) bad, but God is good, m God is ver) 
gad, be is very good to me; and others can tell, 
ow after he had a little recovered himſelf 
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out of a Fainting-Fit, in which he appeared 
to be dying, he ſaid, He could have deſired then 
to have gone, if it bad been the Will of God, for 
(ſays he) I thought my Soul was got above every. 
thing in 1097 Worth, eee d 25 
_ . $185, this was a great Honour that God put 
upon your Miniſter when he took him from 
you, and it ſhould be a great Eſtabliſhment 
unto you; not only making his Name and 
Memory precious to you, conſidering the End 
of his Converſation, but obliging you to have 
the greater Regard to his Prayers, his Ser- 
mons, and all the good Books: he has publiſh- 
ed among you, for now you ſee you had in 
them the real Senſe and Language of his Soul; 
he believed the Things that he ſpoke, nd 
therefore ſpoke them, and {poke them fo fervently, 
becauſe he from the Heart believed them; he could 
truſt to that Goſpel when he died, which he 
had preached to you while he lived: Whatever 
therefore of the Goſpel- of Chriſt you have learn- 
ed, and received, and heard, and ſeen in him, do; 
and the God of Peace ſhall be with you. | 
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